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    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

3098 St. Anne’s Lane 
Atlanta, GA 30327 

Holy Eucharist 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 

 
8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

10:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
  

Wednesday 
10:00am Holy Eucharist  

with Healing 
 

 Christian Education 
 

9:15am Sunday 
All Ages—Various Locations 

 
Pastoral Care 
For communion to 

the homebound 
 and pastoral visits, contact  

the Parish Office to seek  
a clergy person 

404.237.5589 
 
 

Office Hours 
9a—4p 

Monday-Friday 
 

Invite Welcome Connect became part of St. Anne’s ethos as an outgrowth 
of the Evangelism and Hospitality Task Force convened by Rev. Licia. The 
task force’s primary mission was to determine how St. Anne’s can make 
itself more visible and welcoming to new people looking for a spiritual 
home.  The wide-ranging results of the work of the task force: 
 

1. Five St. Anne’s members and staff, including the Rector, participated in 
the June 2018 Invite Welcome Connect Summit at Sewanee. They brought 
back materials which helped us determine that the tools and strategies of 

the Invite Welcome Connect movement should be adopted and that we would change the name of our  
committee to reflect this change.   
2. An improvement in how we evangelize through our web site based on a review of other churches’ web 

sites, including posting regular updates and opportunities for outreach. 
3. A new Welcome Folder that includes 11 informational subjects about the church, its programs and            

opportunities 
4. A New Member/Transfer form that is more user-friendly and conforms more readily to the ACS database 

format 
5. Having the Sexton set up refreshments in the Narthex after the 10:30 am Sunday Service. 
6. “Ask Me” buttons for Vestry and others to wear so that guests can easily identify those that might answer 

any questions they might have. 
7. In September, 22 St. Anne’s members attended a one-day presentation of the Invite Welcome Connect    

program held at St. David’s Episcopal Church in Roswell.  St. David’s Church had adopted the Invite      
Welcome Connect ethos early on as a way to live the teachings of Christ and has had tremendous success 
with this effort.  It was a perfect place for our members to hear about these tools and strategies.  

8. A Welcome Newcomers’ Breakfast in November. 
9. A new goal: develop a plan for improving our signage. 
 

Marla Moore, IWC Team Member 
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2018 has been a remarkable year for St. Anne’s; no recap would do justice 
to all the good work we’ve done together. So I am going to share with you 
a few examples that make my heart sing the most. 
 

1. The clear connection between the goals set by the Vestry at the 
January retreat and the focus areas identified by the CAT— we 
have a shared purpose and a lot of energy around it. 

2. The level of participation in the Invite Welcome Connect workshop 
— more than 20 of us have learned new strategies to improve the 
way in which we share Christ’s hospitality with others. And we have 
already implemented some. 

3. The number of Baptisms and Confirmations (see the numbers on 
page 3) — it manifests the vitality of our congregation. 

4. Community participation in the Sleep Out America event for       
Covenant House — The whole confirmation class and 7 adults 
spent the night outside in solidarity and so many of you financially 
supported the effort that we ended up among the best fundraisers 
in the nation. 

5. For the 2018 Budget, the average pledge was $4,824 (median 
$3000) For the 2019 the average pledge is 4,975 (median $3,060) 
— I am grateful for the new pledges, increased pledges, and the 
donations to renew and beautify our spaces (for example the Loop 
system and the floors).  

6. The choice to use special funds to hire personnel with specific   
areas of competence — we are being good stewards of our bounty 
and we are already reaping the benefits. 

7. The great formation programs for all ages that we continue to 
offer— not only fabulous guest speakers but also a cadre of lay 
teachers willing to study and go deeper and share their learning. 

8. The enhanced level of pastoral care —Community of Hope is train-
ing a new class, and three of us were trained in grief support — 
expressing the community's  desire to be present to one another in 
moments of  crisis. 

 

St. Anne’s is an exciting place, a place of love and joy, a place of care and 
purpose. I hope and pray that you feel the Spirit move all around us as I do 
and that your heart also sings! 
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It would be a huge understatement to say that 2018 was a busy year for me and 
my family. Between coming to St. Anne’s last February, moving to Atlanta, and 
the birth of my daughter, life has been and continues to be very eventful. In the 
craziness of life’s changes and transitions, God is always present and involved, 
and God has placed me into a community that not only welcomed me and my 
family whole-heartedly but is a place where God is moving and ministry is        
happening all the time. Here are some highlights from the past year and things to 
look forward to in the coming year: 

 

The adult formation team planned a mixture of offerings on Sunday mornings led by lay and clergy leaders.  There are 
plenty of voices and ways to learn on Sunday mornings. There are also several weekly formation offerings through 
book studies and bible studies. Christopher Wells, Executive Director of The Living Church, came to St. Anne’s to lead a 
study day in December.  
 

Our 2018 Lenten program focused on the Ten Commandments.  2019’s Lenten program will look at the Lord’s Prayer 
and how it is relevant to us today by examining each line of the prayer on Sunday Mornings and Wednesday evenings.  
 

Last summer, a small and faithful group met between services to study and discuss Rowan Williams books Being   
Christian and Being Disciples.  A new Sunday morning monthly group began studying the book Faith at Home: A    
Handbook for Cautiously Christian Parents. Each month, the group examines and discusses a chapter of the book.  
 

The adult formation team will meet in the spring to plan next year’s offerings. If you have suggestions and feedback 
for the team, or If you would like to be a part of the planning team, please let me know.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our new youth minister, Tabi Tobiassen, and I have started to reexamine how our ministries to children and youth are 
coordinated and led by both lay and clergy leaders. Our gratitude goes to all of those who have helped and been a 
part of our ministry to children and youth. Without your love and labor, we could not do our work! 
 

Gini Cobb, our parish catechist, and I have developed and implemented a new program for all families and individuals 
preparing for baptism. In 2018, St. Anne’s celebrated 22 baptisms. 
 

Tom Sims, our parish lead verger, and I have developed a new training program for new and seasoned Eucharistic 
Ministers and led several trainings throughout 2018.  Rev. Licia is offering new training for those who would like to 
become Eucharistic Visitors as well.  
 

Everything we do together in the life and ministries of St. Anne’s is formation. We are constantly learning and being 
formed (and reformed) in the faith. I encourage all of us to intentionally look at our common life and the ministries in 
which we are involved to see them as learning opportunities and experiences. Let us continue to look at how we can 
learn from all we do so that we may grow and become more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ!  
 

Rev. Tim Meyers, Associate Rector  
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The Stewardship Team in 2018 encouraged the Parish to give back to God from the bounty bestowed upon us of 
our time, talent and treasure.  During 2019, the Stewardship Team will continue to emphasize all aspects of       
stewardship, using a new Diocesan program “Year Round Stewardship.”  

 

With respect to the financial aspect of Christian Stewardship, the Stewardship Team 
again used the New Consecration Sunday stewardship program.  The ingathering of 
pledges on Consecration Sunday provided a meaningful spiritual experience for the  
congregation, followed by a celebratory catered luncheon.  We will again use the New 
Consecration Sunday program in 2019. 
 
 

2019 pledges to date are at approximately $875,000.  This is close to the budgeted amount and we expect to     
receive at least several more pledges for 2019. 
 

2018 was a good year for Stewardship and the Team is looking forward to 2019, with an emphasis on giving back of 
our time and talent, and practicing year-round stewardship. 
 

Bill Bost, for the Stewardship Team: Peter Almond, John Anderson, William Bost, R.J. Briscione, Chad Carlisle, Claire 
Davis, Dick Haining, Dean Howell, Chris Montgomery, Abigail Pachon, Heidi Swygert 
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2018 finished up better than expected financially, with St Anne’s on strong financial footing 
 Parish giving came in higher than budgeted 
 Expenses were lower than budgeted, due primarily to timing of staffing hires 
 Our balance sheet continued to be strengthened with one-time gifts, including additional funds from 

the Marinos estate 
 In 2018, we updated the physical plant with new carpet / flooring, expanded LOOP system, and        

updated sound system 
 We refinanced our debt facilities to give the church additional flexibility while continuing to pay them 

down 
 

After a successful stewardship campaign, giving and membership trends have stabilized, with signs of growth for 
2019 

 2019 pledges are up 3% over 2018 pledges, reversing a multi-year trend of pledging declines 
 The number of pledging units has stabilized after significant declines in 2017 and 2018 

 

Heading into 2019, the Finance Committee is focused on numerous items, including: 
 Funds for new programs that have parish support / involvement to match funding with the priorities 

from the CAT results 
 Maintaining and improving the physical plant 
 Ensuring we can support a high-quality, complete staff for years to come 
 Increasing the scope of the Investment Committee 
 Continuing to evaluate opportunities for non-essential real estate 
 Review insurance coverage 
 Analyze potential electronic payment options for pledges and church events 
 Enhancing the partnership between the church and the Day School 

 

The Day School continues to be in solid financial shape with nearly full enrollment and no debt. 
 

While trends are moving in the right direction, 2018 and 2019 both indicate an annual loss from a financial       
standpoint 

 Given the secular trends in church membership, the Finance Committee believes we still need to be 
prudent financially while balancing the need to wisely use finances to increase the attractiveness of St 
Anne’s for existing parishioners and potential new members. 

 

The Finance Committee continues to focus on ensuring transparency and dialogue with the parish regarding any 
financial topics for St Anne’s, so please reach out to any member of the committee with questions at any time. 
 

Peter Almond, 
Finance Chair 

Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce. 
                                                                                   Proverbs 3:9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                          

See next page for more finance > 
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I am sincerely grateful for the opportunity to have served as your Senior Warden 
for the second year. While I will be rotating off the vestry this year, we have laid 
the ground work for wonderful things ahead. 
 

Our Vital Signs report and Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT) survey have 
provided us with the tools to grow Saint Anne’s ministries and missions. We also 
continue to grow our Invite Welcome Connect team. Our goal is to streamline 
the way visitors are welcomed and engaged, while also providing newcomers 
with tools to become more easily connected.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Digesting the interpretation of the  CAT results 
 

We are also implementing a new system to help schedule our worship ministries. Right now this includes Lectors, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Vestry of the Day, Ushers and Acolytes. Other ministries like Sunday School teachers and 
Breakfast volunteers will also be added in the next few weeks. We will begin using the system for the worship    
ministries beginning March 1.  
 

Lastly, we hope to have an opportunity to engage in a Spiritual Gifts Assessment this year. Many of us have been in 
the same ministry for several years and need to reenergize or renew our mission in that particular ministry.         
Participating in a spiritual gifts assessment will help parishioners find new ways to minister to others and most    
importantly, hear God’s call to new ministries we may not have considered before. 
 

Finally, thank you to all the vestry members for all their hard work this year. It truly has been a pleasure to serve 
with you and I know that Saint Anne’s will be in great hands with our next vestry class!  
 

Blessings, 
Claire Davis 
 

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

Isaiah 41:10 
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LITURGY 
 
 
 

Saint Anne’s continues to be a sacred space for all of God’s people to gather and      
worship throughout the year. Saint Anne’s experiences community with its neighbors 
through beautiful liturgies coordinated and led by both clergy and lay leadership.     
Special gratitude goes to the Rev. John Westerhoff who continues to help with   
Wednesdays and the Rev. Julie Huston who provides additional help during our special 
services.  
 

A heartfelt thanks to our outstanding, devoted group of lay leaders: Vergers, Eucharistic 
Minister and Visitors, Lectors and Acolytes who provide invaluable support to the     
clergy. And to Altar Guild in charge of preparations before, during, and after the       
worship services and Flower Guild that brightens up the worship space throughout the  
year with beautiful, artistic floral arrangements. Last but not least, our Ushers, Junior 

Ushers, and Greeters who embody authentic welcome and hospitality to visitors and members of the parish 
before and after the worship services.  
 

Several young people and youth have become worship leaders, serving as lectors and Eucharistic Ministers. The 
youth coordinated, led, and preached at two worship services in the fall and spring.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Choral Stations of the Cross on Good Friday was a deeply powerful, moving experience. Many guests from 
outside the parish attended the liturgy and recalled being profoundly inspired and affected by the music and 
words.  
 
“Sunday on Thursday” participation almost doubled in size. This weekly Eucharistic service offered on Thursday 
evenings during the summer months is a wonderful opportunity for people who may not be able to worship 
together on Sunday, and it’s becoming a Saint Anne’s staple. 
 
The movement of the stack, the chalice and paten, from the credence table to the altar during worship marked 
a significant shift during our worship services. This movement from the Liturgy of the Word to the Liturgy of the 
Table helps us move from hearing the Word of God to receiving the sacrament of the Eucharist. These two parts 
of the liturgy work together to feed and nourish God’s people for the work and ministries that God has given to 
each of us.  
 
Rev. Tim Meyers, Associate Rector and Tom Sims, Head Verger 
 
 

When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, 
a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 

1 Corinthians 14:26-40 
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2018 was an exciting year for the Buildings & Grounds Committee!  Items completed in and around our church  
include: 
 Irrigation added in the front of the church 
 New speaker phone added in the library 
 All plants overhanging the roof were cut back and 3 pine trees were removed 
 St. Anne’s Day School was converted to LED lighting setting it up to save on electricity in years to come 
 New cabinets were built for the new drum set in the choir room 
 Roofing:  Choir walkway roof was redone as well the kitchen flat roof, the Sacristy roof was repaired 
 Administrative area skylight was repaired 
 Parish Hall speaker system was reworked 
 Carpet was replaced in the Parish Hall, Commons Room, Conference Room, library, administrative areas and 

offices, choir rooms and hallways/stairway connecting the areas.  Vinyl plank flooring was installed in entry-
ways, copier room, Rev. Licia’s office, hallway connecting the parish hall/library and Commons Room, and food 
serving areas of the parish hall and common’s room kitchen 

 Loops system wiring was installed in the Parish Hall and the Commons Room in conjunction with the flooring 
installation 

 HVAC: 1 system was replaced and the Sanctuary compressor was also replaced 
 Exit signs were replaced 
 A 3rd Memorial garden was added thanks to the efforts of the Eagle Scout project completed by Davis Eckardt 
 Most surfaces of the church were pressure-washed 
 The gas system was pressure-tested to check for leaks 
 Many thanks go to our dedicated team members: Tom Christopher, Martha McClatchey, Betsy Tuller, Nan 

Hunter, Merrill Ellis, Steve Dignam, Pat Cobb, and Lawrence Daniel (our long-serving Buildings and Grounds 
Chair.) 

 

Janice Howell, 2018 Junior Warden 
 

 

The year 2018 was an exciting one for the Day School in many ways. As always, we are 
most grateful for the children we are blessed with each day.  
 

St. Anne’s Day School was fortunate to send a group of eight educators to participate 
in a Study Tour in Reggio Emilia, Italy in May. This professional development             
experience was an opportunity to immerse ourselves in the schools and culture of 
Reggio Emilia. We returned grateful and excited to be a part of a school so invested in 
continuing our study as a Reggio-inspired school.  
 

In June, St. Anne’s Day School officially received accreditation through Southern      
Association of Colleges and Schools and Council on Accreditation and School Improvement (SACS/CASI), a division 
of AdvancEd, a non-profit, non-governmental organization that accredits schools and colleges throughout the  
United States and internationally. As part of the accreditation process, we welcomed a visiting Engagement Review 
Team in March who reviewed our report, observed in our classrooms and school environment, and interviewed 
various stakeholder groups to determine our accreditation status.  
 

Atlanta served as the host city for the National Association of Episcopal Schools (NAES) Biennial Conference in     
November. It was an honor to serve on the planning committee with leaders from Episcopal schools around the 
southeast. As part of the conference, St. Anne’s Day School hosted a number of educators and administrators from 
around the country who were interested in learning more about our school and our Reggio-inspiration. It was a 
wonderful opportunity for the church and school to welcome these educators and administrators. 
 

We are grateful for our relationship with St. Anne’s Episcopal Church and for the many ways the church and school 
partnership enhances our work with children and supports our families.   
 

Kristin Watts, Director 
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Editor’s note: Family ministries has been booming since the hiring of our new youth director Tabi Tobiassen, 
made possible by the generous gift from the Peggie and Andy Marinos estate.  

 

We have transitioned from using a sitting service to hiring our own Nursery staff, and now have a Nursery coordi-
nator, Alsha, who works every Sunday, and two teams of two that alternate working every other week. In the   
coming months we will be working on establishing a nursery curriculum. 
 

Big changes to our children’s ministry this year, the biggest being the switch to the Whirl Lectionary curriculum! 
This curriculum will be used for grades Pre-K thru 5. Our average attendance for these Sunday School classes is 25.  
We have also changed the way we schedule our teachers in Sunday School. We now work on a rotation of about 20 
teachers so that each of them is only teaching about 3-4 times a semester.  
 

Our confirmation class has adjusted their curriculum a bit by adding church visits to their schedule. This is allowing 
our youth to explore their faith and look at St. Anne’s in a new light. There has also been some great conversation 
that has come from the visits. Our service project for the confirmation class this year was participating in Sleep Out 
America 2019. Our group of 15 youth and 5 adults raised $7,088, making St. Anne’s team the 2nd (by $10) in fund-
raising in the country for this event. 
Youth Formation is back by popular demand. We use a lectionary Bible Study called Faith Lens that engages youth 
and young adults in connecting world events with the Bible, faith, and everyday life. The average attendance is 
about 5-7 each week 
EYC, for youth in grades 6-12, meets Sunday evenings from 5 pm-7:30 pm, with an average attendance of 22. We 
have been focusing on building community within St. Anne’s and in our EYC group. In September we held the first 
of two youth services planned for our program year. Our 8th graders preached at both services, middle school EYC 
members wrote the Collect, and high school members wrote the Prayers of the People.  Our next Youth Service is 
scheduled for April 28th 2019 where we will also be honoring our graduating seniors 
 
EVENTS 

TRUNK OR TREAT! In October, EYC brought Truck or Treat back to the St. Anne’s 
Community. It was a huge success with 15 cars participating and about 125 people 
attending from our parish, the Day School, and the surrounding neighborhood.  
GRATITUDE GRAMS. In November EYC made a dedication to showing gratitude not 
only within our own lives but also in our parish community by selling gratitude 
grams, a way for those who attend St. Anne’s to thank each other for making St. 
Anne’s a family.  
 

NEW HOLIDAY TRADITIONS. We finished out 2018 with some new holiday traditions like the Great EYC Potluck 
Thanksgiving Dinner and our EYC Christmas party. December 27-Janurary 1, 4 of our high school EYC members 
joined Tabi at Winterlight 43, a High School youth conference held at Kanuga each year with this year’s focus on 
“Creating Beloved Community”.  In 2019, we are looking forward to our St. Anne’s Middle and High School Lock-
Ins, the Pancake Supper, Youth Week at Kanuga, and some fun summer gatherings. 
 

we have added a new community-building group to St. Anne’s called “Episcopal Parents Community”. They meet 
once a month during a combined EYC meeting to enjoy fellowship with each other and to talk through some of the 
highs and low of raising faithful teenagers. There is no judgment in this group, only love and support for each      
other.  
 
Tabi Tobiassen, Director of Youth Ministries 
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And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works. 
Hebrews 10:24 

 

 

St. Anne’s participated in a variety of activities in the community — making meals and 
worshipping with the Church of the Common Ground four times, building a house with 
Habitat for Humanity, renovating a bedroom for the Agape Room Makeover, and  serving 
four dinners at Holy Comforter.  Twenty-five or more regular volunteers head to Agape 
for weekly tutoring and dinner preparation at the new facility, and a group continues to 
visit Holy Comforter weekly.   
 

 

 

Our From the Heart Advent event brought the parish together to decorate 50 trees for the 
Veterans Empowerment Organization and residents at St. Anne’s Terrace.  We also wrote 
more than 100 cards for the Terrace, filled 60 stockings for the Jabez Holiday Party, and   
collected gifts for prisoners on death row and the five residents at the Charles Tuller House.  
The parish collected materials for 35 backpacks for the Agape Backpack Giveaway and    
sponsored 20 families (including 50 children and 20 seniors) through the Giving Tree.  The 
confirmation class held a Sleep Out at St. Anne’s to raise awareness and funds for the      
Covenant House and was one of the top fundraising groups of the year.   

We used some of our funds from the Glenn Foundation Grant to send eight children from Agape and the Jabez  
Program to Camp Mikell in the summer of 2018.  We paid their camp tuition and travel expenses, and provided 
their supplies from the grant money.  We hope to do the same in 2019. 
 

Go to www.saintannes.com, to Faith in Action, to Mission & Outreach, to Ministering to Others and check out the 
many opportunities you have to help others.  Or contact mission@saintannes.com and let us know where you are 
eager to serve! 
 

 

Amber Almond, Mission and Outreach Team Member 

Agape $6000 Tutu Desk Campaign $1500 

Agape Room Makeover $1690 Lifespan $1000 

Buckhead Christian Ministry $5000 Meals on Wheels $2000 

Camp Mikell Scholarships $2000 Youth Mission Activities $5200 

Church of the Common Ground $2000 From the Heart Event $1970 

Clifton Night Shelter $4000 ERD-US Disaster Fund $5000 

Habitat for Humanity $7500 The Charles Christian Tuller House $2500 

Holy Comforter Meals $2980 SOAP Campaign $150 

Holy Comforter Friendship Center $7000 Open Door Christmas Boxes $1165 

Absalom Jones Center 
for Racial Healing 

$2000 Second Helpings Atlanta $500 
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Addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart 

Ephesians 5:19 
 

Several major musical events took place at St. Anne’s during 2018.  On March 30, St. Anne’s Adult Choir presented 
“Return to Me” by Taylor Scott Davis and Terry York as part of the Stations of the Cross service held on Good      
Friday. Instrumental accompaniment was provided by Julie MClatchey on piano and Erin Cassel on cello.  The work 
is designed as “a musical journey through the Stations of the Cross …[and] the text is  intended to create a          
conversation between ancient scripture texts and current hard speech” (quotes from the composers).  One of the 
most powerful examples of this is in the final section, “No crying he makes”, which contrasts Jesus’ birth with his 
death by using the same imagery.  On April 15 the church hosted LYRA, an  acapella group of six professional      
vocalists from St. Petersburg, Russia.  They performed a variety of Russian music, including sacred selections and 
folk songs.  Members of the group stayed in homes of some of the choir members and some strong international 
friendships were formed.  On December 2, the Atlanta Harp Ensemble gave their Christmas concert at the church.  
Our own Youth Choir member Lorraine Cain is part of the group and it is comprised of students of Susan Brady, 
harpist for the Atlanta Opera Orchestra. 
 

The music program was given two very generous gifts this year. A complete set of World Drumming percussion 
instruments, including fourteen large drums, was given in memory of Gary Pannell. A further donation was given in 
memory of David Lowes Houk in order to have two custom built cabinets made to house these instruments.  These 
gifts have enabled us to incorporate music from other religious cultures into our services in an authentic manner. 
 

In the spirit of “Invite, Welcome, Connect”, we have invited the Day School 
and After School children to participate in choir if they wish.  In addition,   
children may bring their school friends.  We currently have over 45 children 
and youth involved in our music ministry. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dr. Joyce Schemanske 

 
 

 

 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  Matthew 25:40 

 

A lot of the major stories in the Bible are stories of pastoral care, from Abraham feeding the three strangers who 
showed up at his camp, to Joseph’s care in prison for the butler and the baker, to Paul and Silas remaining in prison 
after the walls fell because leaving would have cost their jailer his life.  Pastoral care is where the stories are set, 
the background details, the stuff of daily life.  And like the folks in the Bible stories, every Christian is a pastoral care 
minister.  Every time we think we are simply helping someone else, we find that we’ve been given our own         
ineffable gift: other people’s presence in our lives. 
 

The Pastoral Care Team coordinated the work of many hands and the delivery of meals, cards, shawls, flowers and 
more throughout the year.  

 

In 2018 we made two changes in the way the church does meal help:  instead of work-
ing in the church kitchen, members of the Meal Help Committee cook food for the 
church freezer in their own kitchens as they have time.  Organizing this way, we held 
our first ever Homemade Soup Drive to share love and comfort with those among us 
who are in crisis. We also moved to online signups that everyone can access and work 
with as their time and circumstances change.   
 

 

Continued on next page > 
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“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
Matthew 18:20 

 
In 2018, St. Anne’s had a number of occasions for young and old to joyfully come together in community and     
fellowship. 
 

We began in February when we held our 8th Mardi Gras Party which was absolutely fabulous thanks to the help of 
many hands. We danced, we laughed, and we shared a tasty Jambalaya. We enjoyed great live music from Park 
Ellis and his band.  Then, on Shrove Tuesday, we enjoyed a fancy “breakfast for dinner” with pancakes and          
delectable toppings.  After the meal we had a ceremonial “burning of the palms” and used the ash the next day 
during Ash Wednesday services. 
 

In May we celebrated our Founders with our traditional barbecue and in September Festival Sunday with a fried 
chicken picnic. Both were crowned by St. Anne's famous blackberry and peach cobblers.   

 

A major success this year was the annual Christmas Party, held immediately following 
our Celebration of Lessons and Carols. We enjoyed our traditional lasagna dinner, we 
decorated the tree, we sang carols around the piano and we started a new tradition by 
going caroling to the homes on St. Anne’s Lane and then to the Fire Station with cookies 
for the crew! Christmas Eve took on a special flavor this year when the late evening 
congregation was surprised by Prosecco in the narthex. What fun! 

 
Then there is always our Softball Team, the Speedy Cats, who competed with other church teams in the North   
Atlanta Church League throughout a hot and sticky summer! Great praise and commendation go to all the players 
of all ages and all levels of expertise and talent who made up this super Speedy Cat Team. 
 
Many parishioners got together in Foyers Groups throughout the year.  Made up of eight to ten people – singles, 
couples, or families, each group takes turns gathering in each other's homes once a month to share a simple meal 
and relaxed conversation. Foyers are open groups, always accepting new members. 
 

Let's not forget all the other ways Parish Life volunteers and St. Anne’s cooks step up to the plate – Sunday     
Breakfasts, Lemonade in the Shade, Special Receptions, Lenten Simple Suppers, and Funeral Receptions.  Thanks to 
those who put in their time to make all this happen.   
 

Nan Hunter, Parish Life Chair 

 
Community of Hope ministers continue to support the work of the clergy by visiting those who cannot join our 
weekly communal worship, and the Parish Visitors Committee this year created a beautiful Christmas card using 
the image of our Nativity window – taken by Richard Childers – that brought much joy to all the recipients. 
 

Our library of resources on memory loss is growing and our lay ministers are becoming better educated on the  
subject. Three members of the parish were trained in November to offer group counseling and support to those 
who have experienced a loss. 
 

If you want to join a pastoral care group or set up a new one—this is your invitation.  What are you waiting for?  
Unexpected blessings await you!   
 

Chris Montgomery, Volunteer Coordinator of Pastoral Care Ministries 


