
In every account of the resurrection, we find a common theme of disbelief.  Not one character in 
any of the four gospels hears the news of Jesus’ rising and responds with, “Oh, that’s right, Jesus 
said he was going to die and rise again in the three days.” A claim he made on multiple occasions.  
Not one of his followers expected his resurrection – even after witnessing Lazarus come out the 
grave. 

In the gospel of Luke, the women arrive to anoint Jesus’ body and are caught off guard.  They find 
the stone pushed aside and the tomb empty.  They are perplexed that Jesus’ body has disappeared.  
And when two angelic messengers greet them, they are so terrified they fall prostrate on the 
ground.  The angels ask, “Why do you look for the living among the dead.  He is alive.”  It is only 
after hearing these words that they remember Jesus’ promise of life after death.  

Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and the other women rush to tell the disciples what has happened.  They find them hiding 
in the upper room afraid and despondent.  And much to the women’s surprise, unwilling to believe the good news of 
resurrection.  They receive the women’s story as “idle talk” – crazy nonsense; the dead don’t come back to life.  They 
wonder how these women can believe such a fantastic story.  The logical response to resurrection is disbelief - death is 
death, and resurrection breaks all the rules we know about life.  Tombs do not suddenly become empty.

Sometimes, like the disciples, we may hear this familiar story and wonder if resurrection really is possible.  Because 
the problem with the women’s tale is that it defies our expectations.  Wouldn’t it be nice if angels appeared in front of 
the altar at St. Anne’s and proclaimed, “He is Risen!”  Or if the resurrected Jesus would come in person and show us 
that he is alive – we might then shake off the nagging suspicion that “He is Alive” is a fantasy.

An empty tomb challenges all of our certainties about the natural course of life and death.  Maybe this is exactly why 
the empty tomb is so powerful.  Easter teaches us something radical – that death is real, but not the end.  Jesus suffers 
a violent death, but he gets the final word:  Life, not death, is triumphant!  The outrageous thing about the empty 
tomb, is that it is empty because of love.  God comes to us in Jesus because he loves us.  He comes to experience our 
struggles with life and death.  He comes to show us how to live and love each other.  The empty tomb proclaims how 
far God is willing to go to love.  The empty tomb is not about an ending – it is about a beginning.  

Easter is God’s promise that we will never know the possibility of abandonment, not even in death.  Easter is not a 
fantasy; it is God’s destruction of the power of death to control our lives.  And faith is our ability to believe the unbe-
lievable – to move from disbelief to trust that what is not able to be seen is still a possibility.  That tombs can indeed 
be empty.  May this Eastertide be a season for us to live into new expectations, new possibilities of experiencing resur-
rection and the love of God in our lives.

Easter Blessings,

Join us to worship, learn, and serve in Jesus’ name, 
and to be equipped for your journey of life.



Palm Sunday: The Sunday of the Passion
Liturgy of the Palms and Holy Eucharist 

8 am and 10:30 am

   Register for 8 am Palm Sunday 
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes30 
   Register for 10:30 am Palm Sunday 
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes31

Stations of the Cross 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday at 6 pm

 
   Register for Monday Stations of the Cross
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes32
   Register for Tuesdays Stations of the Cross
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes33
   Register for Wednesday Stations of the Cross
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes34

Proper Liturgy for Maundy Thursday at 6 pm

   Register for Maundy Thursday 
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes35

Maundy Thursday Prayer Vigil 

   Register for Maundy Thursday Prayer Vigil at 7:00, 8:00, 9:00
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes36

Proper Liturgy for Good Friday at Noon

   Register for Good Friday at 12 Noon
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes37

Stations of the Cross on Good Friday at 6 pm

   Register Good Friday Experiential Stations of the Cross at 6pm
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes38
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes38 


Holy Saturday
Great Vigil of Easter 

   Register for Easter Vigil on Saturday at 6 pm
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes39

 
Easter Day

Festival Holy Eucharist at 8am, 9:30am, and 11am

   Register for Easter Day at 8 am
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes40
   Register for Easter Day at 9:30 am
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes42
   Register for Easter Day at 11 am
    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-stannes41

Notes about Holy Week worship:
In-person worship:
Please be mindful that the pandemic is not over and restrictions are in place to ensure everyone’s safety. 
Please be patient as this is new territory for all of us. The staff and volunteers are doing their best to 
provide a meaningful worship experience!   

 • Registration required. Links to the online sign-up forms listed one pages 2 and 3, are also on 
  the website at www.SaintAnnes.com/worship/schedule-of-services/
 • Masks and social distancing are required.
 • Communion is in one kind. 
 • There is no nursery at this time.
 • Order of Service bulletins will be provided.
 • Please arrive early to check in.
 • Restrooms are open for emergency use only.

Stations of the Cross
In addition to the information for all in-person worship, Stations of the Cross is limited to 15 people.

Maundy Thursday Vigil in the Nave:
In addition to the information for all in-person worship,  the Prayer Vigil is limited to three people per hour. 

Since we can’t take care of one another’s feet on Maunday Thursday, let’s take care of 
some community feet. Beginning on Maundy Thursday, please bring new adult size socks 
and drop them in the box in the Narthex with a sock on the outside. Your donations will 
be shared with parishioners of Church of the Common Ground. Please contact Deacon 
Debra if you have any questions (daring@saintannes.com).
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The Great Fifty Days of Easter
 
In our liturgical calendar, the season of Lent lasts 40 days, but the season of 
Easter lasts 50 days! We have 10 more days in Eastertide to rejoice and shout 
Alleluia! This year, Easter also coincides with our return to in-person wor-
ship, and this is a great time to share God’s love with those we partner with 
in missions to celebrate our coming back together.

Each week during Easter, the Mission and Outreach Committee will high-
light a different ministry that has a connection to the St. Anne’s family. 
Whether it’s supplies for local school children, cleaning supplies for Camp 
Mikell, or socks and foot care products for Church of the Common Ground, 
we’ll share details about the ministry and provide tangible ways to support it. 

For Easter Day, we’ll continue caring for feet by collecting “Grace Bags for 
Feet.” These bags will go to parishioners of the Church of the Common 
Ground. Look for more information in the March 31 eBanner and each 
subsequent eBanner during Easter. There you’ll find the ministry spotlight 
for the week and ways to give during this joyous time in our life as a 
community.

The Rev. Debra Aring
Deacon

Preparing to Welcome You Back

Facilities Manager 

Patrick Cobb and 

Sexton Lee Cousins hard at 

work getting the building 

ready for parishioners.  Below left, the first 

Sunday of in-person, indoor worship in more than a year 

at St. Anee’s because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Opportunities to support  
these ministries during Easter:

Easter Day  
Common Ground  

Foot Care Bags
Easter II 

Church of the  
Holy Comforter 

Easter III 
School supply drive 

Easter IV 
Camp Mikell

Easter V 
Covenant House 

Easter VI
Tuller House 

Easter VII
Giving Grace Bags



Stimulus Funds and St. Anne’s

We all have suffered from the pandemic one way or the other including, financially, and emotionally.  Some of 
us have experienced loss of loved ones and loss of income.  Some of us, like myself, have not experienced any 
financial impact from the pandemic.  I will be receiving a stimulus check, and wanted to do something positive 
with the funds. What could be more positive than donating this money to St. Anne’s, particularly to help in the 
transition back to in-person worship and normal church life?  Please consider this opportunity.  

Judy Stewart for the Stewardship Committee

The Online Gospel of Jesus Christ

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.” Matthew 28:19-20

Over the past year, we have adjusted to life online: Zoom worship, online meetings, and Facetime with our family and 
friends. We have grown accustomed to many things online, which have positive features and drawbacks. It’s great that 
we can connect through the power and wonder of the internet, but not everyone is tech-savvy. While online technol-
ogy made the pandemic manageable for some, others found that it brought on isolation and frustration. I believe we 
have seen the best the internet currently has to keep us connected and the ways that it has kept some of us apart.

The passage from Matthew’s Gospel emphasizes the commandment to go and spread the Gospel. Some interpreted Je-
sus’ words as a solid call to missionary work; others have seen his words to baptize everyone, while others have gleaned 
a strong sense of teaching and formation in the Christian faith. No matter how one understands Jesus’ last words as a 
part of the Great Commissioning, there is a sense of “go and do something.” Sometimes a little vague and broad, Jesus’ 
words have taken on a new meaning for me over the past year of the pandemic.

As I think back on all the online worship, classes, Bible studies, and fellowship we have experienced this past year, the 
Gospel has been preached and spread worldwide. The internet gave us a remarkable opportunity to invite the world 
into worship and hear the Gospel preached. Many people around the world have participated in our rich, sacred, 
Anglican liturgy that may not have seen it before. I’ve had family and friends from all over the country comment how 
they saw our Sunday services and participated in nightly compline last spring. Many people heard Jesus’ words online 
who would not have heard them before. While technology is often frustrating and confusing, it has given the Gospel a 
whole new avenue for its spread and witness.

While we cannot necessarily tell who watched a service or clicking on the link to this past year’s unique Christmas 
pageant, we trust that God’s Word has been shared with those that have wanted and desired to hear it. Who knows 
who has experienced God’s presence through, as my son Henry calls it, “internet church?” How many people listened 
to the beautiful story of Christ’s birth at Christmas? Perhaps we will never know the number of people who heard the 
invitation to a Holy Lent in our Ash Wednesday liturgies? I believe that we, even if when we didn’t realize it, preached 
the Gospel and made disciples over the past year when our lives moved online.

The online spread of the Gospel, especially as we celebrate the resurrection in Eastertide, will continue even after re-
turning to some kind of normalcy. Jesus was, is, and will always be present in our lives through our online technology, 
and while technology has its limits, I think we can see the possibilities for God’s presence to be felt in ways that we see 
and cannot see.

“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”           - Matthew 28:20

The Rev. Tim Meyers 
Associate Rector



First off, when I started this project almost a year and a 

half ago, I never expected the many challenges to come. 

But with the help of my parents, fellow scouts, my won-

derful Eagle Scout Coach, and the guidance of Tabi to 

get approval, I was able to overcome these challenges 

and create a wonderful space for the church to enjoy for 

many years in the future. And although delayed in the 

building due to the pandemic, the extra time allowed me 

to fine tune the plans to create the best possible version 

of benches and fire ring so that I could make sure they are 

sturdy and well put together. I would like to thank Tabi 

and the many church committees I had to go through in 

order to be able to do this project in the first place, for al-

lowing me to have this opportunity to complete my Eagle 

Scout Project and leave a mark on, St. Anne’s, the church I 

grew up in. 

-Swen Cain

St. Anne’s parishioner and scout, Swen Cain has completed an 

incredible Eagle Scout project at the church that offers us a 

new, outdoor bonfire spot. We are so grateful for this addition 

to the campus. Here are some of Swen’s thoughts about the 

project:

A seat by the fire



Getting to know the St. Anne’s Staff

Transitions are a good time to take stock - of what blessings we have and those places that need a little shoring up. 
We have a lot to be thankful for at St. Anne’s as we continue this time of discernment and in the spirit of taking 
stock, we’re going to introduce -- and re-introduce - the members of the staff.  

Tabi Tobiassen, originally from West Palm Beach, Fl, grew up with her 
grandma and siblings prior to moving to Orlando to attend the University 
of Central Florida where she met her fiancé Jon. Before moving to Atlanta in 
June 2018 to join the St. Anne’s community as Director of Children and Youth 
Ministries, Tabi worked as an aesthetician and nail technician where she 
found beauty in everyday by helping others feel beautiful. Being active in the 
Episcopal Church for as long as she can remember, she went from being the 
youth on the trip to camp to being the staff member driving the van to get 
there. Along with her work with the youth at St. Anne’s, Tabi stays busy year 
round planning and serving as co-coordinator for Kanuga Conference Cen-
ters SYP conference for high school youth and graduating seniors. Although 
she knows you can worship anywhere, Tabi feels more than blessed to have 
found such a loving home church in St. Anne’s. She looks forward to growing 
the children and youth programs as well as continuing to grow her relation-
ships with St. Anne’s families, parishioners, and with God.

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & YOUTH: Tabi Tobiassen

FACILITIES MANAGER: Patrick Cobb

Patrick Cobb is a native of Monroeville, Alabama, the home of Harper Lee, who wrote “To 
Kill A Mocking Bird.” After high school, he attended Auburn University and graduated with 
degrees in business and textiles. Employed by Monsanto for 36 years, he started at their nylon 
facility in Pensacola and moved into to marketing positions in Atlanta, New York, and back to 
Atlanta.

Patrick met his wife, Gini, in June of 1971 and were married eight months later. At this junc-
ture, Gini was a flight attendant based in Atlanta and Patrick was working in New York. 
Patrick says, “a typical weekend involved flying to Atlanta on Friday and getting on a flight Gini 
was working to the west coast, then back to Atlanta and ultimately New York on Sunday night. 
This was our routine for almost a year.” In the fall of 1972, they returned to Atlanta where their 
lives changed as their son Kip was born in December 1973. He was baptized and married at Saint Anne’s. Patrick’s 
grandchildren are both in college, Cameron a junior at Georgia Southern and Sydney a sophomore at Auburn. 
Both love sports, wonder where that came from?

Patrick grew up Baptist but told Gini he would become an Episcopalian and was confirmed in 1982. After being 
confirmed, he promised to get involved in the community of Saint Anne’s, and says, “Guess I didn’t react quickly 
enough because Gini volunteered me to usher. This was a godsend as ushering is my ministry. I have been the 
coordinator for my passion for some thirty years.”

After retiring in 1999 Patrick began volunteering the church. He one of the front desk workers for 15 years. When 
the Facilities Manager retired earlier than anticipated, the Senior Warden asked if he would fill this position until 
someone was hired.  Says Patrick, “So that’s how I became Facilities Manager in 2014!”
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Dear Friends of Saint Anne’s Terrace,

Anne’s Purse provides a unique opportunity for giving to Saint Anne’s Ter-
race. This annual fund enables us to increase the range of services, activities, 
and equipment, allowing us to enrich the lives of our residents.  The year 
before Covid hit, Anne’s Purse sponsored The Yale University Society of 
Orpheus and Bacchus Concert, two Cecil Welch concerts, and a Frederick 
Moyer concert.  Anne’s Purse also sponsored a sign-language class. Funds 
were used to purchase Book Club literature, art and craft supplies, exercise 
equipment, and new tables, chairs, lighting, and umbrellas for Al Fresco 
dining in the Courtyard.

We need your help now! We did not have an Anne’s Purse campaign last year due to the pandemic. There-
fore, we are eager this year to provide our residents with music programs, lectures, a new treadmill and 
exercise bike, a new sound system for the community room, and a new barbeque grill. These amenities and 
special events make the Terrace a special and unique home.

Anne Purse is a wonderful way to honor or remember parents, grandparents, godparents, and special 
friends. Please consider honoring or remembering someone special for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day or any 
time throughout the year by donating to Anne’s Purse. All donations to Saint Anne’s Terrace are accepted 
with gratitude.

Sincerely,
Helena R. Shuford
Anne’s Purse Chair


