
Pentecost Picnic, Preparing for the Future, and a new addition to our community

As I write this article, I am still reveling in the energy and enthusiasm from our celebration of 
Pentecost.  It was nice to have a full church and an overflowing picnic.  Nan Hunter and her team 
of volunteers did outstanding work pulling together the luncheon. Everyone had a great time even 
with the heat.  Thanks also to all of the folks who pitched in to clear the tables and chairs.  I heard 
over and over again that I was seeing the “real” St. Anne’s community for the first time since my 
arrival.  It was simply wonderful, and I can’t wait to be part of more gatherings – especially since I 
know that FOOD is a primary motivator for our community. This has been true for every parish I 
have served – maybe it is an Episcopalian thing.

Following the picnic, the vestry gathered for the first small group meeting that I wrote about 
last month. They were really my guinea pigs in participating in three interactive exercises that will 
help us prepare for the future of St. Anne’s.  Each exercise is designed to help us understand how we may move forward 
in regathering, reconciling, and renewing our community to be about the mission of Jesus.  We spent time looking at 
our history and legacy, identifying the core values we need in this moment in time, and understanding the character and 
strengths necessary to live into the vision God has for us in this faith community.

Even though it is summer I hope that you will carve out time to participate in this important work for our future.  
The data we gather from the exercise will be helpful for when a profile committee is established to create a picture of 
the parish in words and photographs.  We need as many parishioners to be involved as possible from every demograph-
ic; youth, young adults and families, and seniors.  We learned on Sunday that we need seniors who know our legacy to 
share the accomplishments of the parish so that we know the foundation on which we rest.  And did I mention that each 
session will begin with FOOD?  Look for more information about signing up soon, our proposed dates are June 27, July 
18, and August 22, all sessions will run from 11:45-2:45.  We are also planning a weekday morning session that will begin 
with breakfast – more to come on that event.  Please include attending one of these sessions in your summer plans – I 
promise it will be fun and enlightening. 

Finally, I have some exciting news to share.  For the past two years I have been mentoring a 
seminarian from our diocese who is attending Candler School of Theology, Emory University.  Will 
Drosos will be joining us at St. Anne’s in the fall as he completes his third year of seminary and will be 
ordained to the diaconate while he is with us.  Here is a very brief bio from Will who is participating 
in an internship this summer in Washington, D.C.  

After graduating from the University of Georgia, I began attending Candler School of 
Theology where I just finished my second year. I am now a candidate for ordination in the 
Diocese of Atlanta and have been serving as a seminarian at the Cathedral of St. Philip for 
the past two years. I am looking forward to meeting you all when I return to Atlanta and 
serving at St. Anne’s.

May God be with you and protect you as you travel over the summer months.

Join us to worship, learn, and serve in Jesus’ name, 
and to be equipped for your journey of life.

June 2021



Ben Jordan Joins Vestry

Ben Jordan has been elected by the vestry to fill the vacancy on the vestry.  Ben grew up at 
Christ Church, Frederica on St. Simon’s Island.  He is an attorney and will be a great addition 
to the leadership of our community. Here’s Ben’s answers to the vestry questionaire:

1.How long have you been a member of St. Anne’s and what brought you to St Anne’s?
We joined St. Anne’s as a family in the fall of 2018.  We were members at the Cathedral, which 
we enjoyed, but we were drawn to St. Anne’s because of its size, welcoming spirit and fami-
ly-friendly culture.  We first started attending the Thursday evening services in the summer.  
Also, we live right next to St. Anne’s Lane, so we can walk to church!

2.What ministries have you been involved with at St. Anne’s?
Our children have been involved in the children’s program with Ms. Tabi, including the Christmas pageants. They have 
really enjoyed that experience! Our oldest son Alex attended St. Anne’s after school program before the pandemic.  
Both Alex and his younger brother, Robert, are signed up for the St. Anne’s after school program next school year. We 
have also enjoyed the Thursday evening services in the summer.

3. What are your personal spiritual practices?
Daily prayer. Giving thanks before family meals. Sunday church attendance as often as possible! 

4.What is your favorite Bible verse/story? Why?
John 14: 1-6.  It was read at mother’s funeral service. We were not promised a life without pain, without grief, without 
trouble. But we are promised that in times of pain, and grief, God is with us. And the way to know God is through 
Jesus. That passage has given me great comfort in recent years and strengthened my faith. 

5.What is the most exciting thing going on at St. Anne’s?
With two young kids, we are very excited to restart the youth program and after-school program. St. Anne’s does a 
great job of getting kids involved in the worshiping process in ways that are fun and relatable for them. It has been 
rewarding for me to watch my kids engage in church services and find their own joy in doing so. 

6. What gifts would you bring to St. Anne’s vestry?
I have great fondness for the Episcopal Church and a desire to see it, and St. Anne’s in particular, succeed.  Hopefully 
my years practicing law and working in the legislative process will help me contribute to St. Anne’s future success as 
we navigate through the pandemic and the Lombard Peace process.  



Paying it Forward

In 2000, the movie “Pay it Forward” came out about a teacher who challenges his students’ class to make the 

world a better place. One student decides to do things for other people out of selflessness and only desiring that 

the person on the receiving end does something good for another person. The premise of the movie fascinated 

me, and I was not disappointed by it. The acting was great, especially the little kid from The Sixth Sense, the 

direction was smooth, and the story was intriguing. I won’t tell you how the movie ended. Still, it gave me a lot to 

think about, especially what I could do as one person, a college student at New Mexico State University, could do 

to make a difference in the world, which was pretty small in my view at the time and limited.  I didn’t conclude 

or have an epiphany at 3:00 am after seeing the movie about what I could do, but the theme stayed has always 

stayed with me. 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus constantly invites those with whom he interacted to “pay it forward.” Phrases like 

“Go and do likewise” and “You received without paying; give without pay.” Jesus always invited, never forced, the 

people he met to go and do something not only for the good of the world and humanity but, more importantly, 

for the promotion of the Kingdom of God and the experience of God’s unconditional love for the world. What 

would it look like if we did nothing but good things for others? How would our lives look if we simply did some-

thing good for another person without expecting anything in return? Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection indeed 

modeled and gave us a glimpse and opportunity to practice selfless giving and change the world. 

This past week, I received a thank you note and a check from a woman I helped financially three years ago. She 

had fallen on hard times and needed some assistance to get back on her feet. I know it must have taken a lot of 

courage to ask for help, but she did with grace and dignity. I helped her with my discretionary account, and she 

selflessly and generously returned the money to the church with her new business card. She expressed her grat-

itude for the help that the church gave her. The money that she gave to the church will go back into my discre-

tionary account for the next person that will need help and pay it forward. Her actions have changed the world 

and made the Kingdom of God a reality in our world today.

I never expect anyone to give the money they received back to the church. Her deed was incredibly touching, and 

I know her act of kindness and sincerity will stay with me for the rest of my life. We can change the world, even 

with the smallest gestures and with small and big acts that we may never know about or what they have done to 

another person. God is always in the midst of our activity and life, through people we know and, in some cases, 

people we don’t know. Maybe this is what Jesus meant when he freely offered himself on the cross and invited 

us to a new relationship with God and each other through the empty tomb. I think we have a renewed sense of 

what it means to pay it forward and share God’s love with the world.

Peace,

Tim 

St. Anne’s Urban Recipe Ministry needs volunteers
on Tuesdays from 1:30-3:30 pm. If you’d be interested

contact Amber Almond (nycalmond@yahoo.com).



Last  month, it didn’t seem likely that St. Anne’s would be able 
to send any kids from our Mission partners to Camp Mikell 
this summer; there was still so much uncertainty around camp, 
COVID-19 protocols, vaccinations,  ability to quarantine, and 
just overall logistics. But a couple of weeks  ago, I got a text from 
Jabez Project Director Jessica Madden. Was St.  Anne’s going to 
be able to send campers this year?  Every time she went  to Ox-
ford Village, she was peppered with questions from past campers 
and those who had heard how amazing Camp Mikell was—"Are 
we going to Camp  this year?" After checking in with our fearless 
Mission and Outreach  Committee leader, Amber Almond, I had 
the tentative go ahead. The kids  needed to be willing to quaran-
tine (or hopefully be vaccinated), register online, etc—and all in 
a really short period of time. I let  Jessica know we could send a 
group as long as we got all of our ducks in  a row—and quickly!

Well, I was in for a surprise! ALL of the kids—15 campers in 
total—had taken the initiative and filled out all of the forms up 
until payment.  Now it  was our turn to scramble, and Amber, 
Katherine Kinser, Jane and Jim  Sibley, Ethel Wright and Nancy 
Brockway and I are hard at work making  sure these incredi-
ble, resilient, and determined kids will get to experience that 
Mikell magic this summer at Performing Arts Camp and  Work 
Camp.  The camp experience will look different this year, but 
I am  thrilled that we are able to send a group of kids near and 
dear to our  hearts to Camp Mikell, also near and dear to our 
hearts.  All of them  have spent the year learning virtually and 
I know that a week at camp  will  be that much more 
sweet and fun after such a tumultuous year.  Thanks to 
all who have committed to driving and collecting sup-
plies. Please keep the Jabez Project kids and families in 
your prayers. I hope we’ll have a chance to hear some 
camp stories and see some pictures in an upcoming 
B’Anner!

- Leah Tennille

Summer 2021: Back to Camp!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
TO HELP DRIVE

THE KIDS TO CAMP

•Sunday, June 6: five drivers needed 
(3 for campers, 2 for luggage), 
12-7 pm

•Friday, June 11: five drivers needed 
(3 for campers, 2 for luggage), 
8 am-1 pm

•Sunday, July 18: one driver needed
 (3 campers/ luggage), 12-7 pm

•Friday, July 23: one driver needed
 (3 campers/ luggage), 8 am-1 pm

If you are able to help with driving please 
reach out to Amber Almond as soon as 
possible at nycalmond@yahoo.com.



Good News in St. Anne’s Garden

As part of our commitment to care and respect for the environment, the 
Creation Care team has planted a new butterfly garden. 

In September of 2020 the plans began to beautify the space across from St. 
Anne’s Memorial Garden. The hope was that we could provide a small sanc-
tuary for our native pollinators, and a place of peace and hope for all visitors 
to the garden. With native perennials purchased from the Georgia Audubon 
Society the team planted the first groups of plants in the Fall and have added 
more this Spring. The native perennial plants include Coreopsis, Cardinal 
Flowers, Milkweed, Native Beebalm, Purple Coneflowers, Anise Hyssop, 
and Salvia. When the plants mature and bloom they will attract butterflies, 
moths, bees and other pollinators which are losing natural habitat in our 
area. It may be small, but our hope is that it will grow and flourish over the 
years – becoming a place of sanctuary and peace for both our parish and our 
pollinators. 

With the addition of the new garden, St. Anne’s is joining The Episcopal 
Church Good News Garden movement. Collectively Good News Gardens 
share their abundance, their prayers, and the Way of Love in their communi-
ties and beyond. The movement encourages communities to bear witness to 
Jesus Christ and his way of love through our relationship with the land. We 
are excited to join in The Episcopal Church’s mission of "planting more (be it 
beehives or herb gardens,) praying more (with our words and our deeds) and 
proclaiming more (through our stories and our bounty) in order to share the 
loving, liberating, and life-giving Good News of God’s love with all people.” 
For more information on Good News Gardens visit:

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/good-news-gardens/

Special thanks to Patrick Cobb, Martha McClatchy, Nancy Skinner and Lee 
Cousins for their generous donations of plants, hard work, and time to help 
make the garden come to life. 

-Anna Benifield

A Thanksgiving for Gardens 

God of grace, in the story of creation, you made the earth a garden and 

entrusted it to us to till and to keep, a place of peace and beauty where we could 

walk with you. 

In the story of redemption, the one who died for us was buried in a garden, 

and there you raised him up to greet us with new hope and risen life. 

In the story of the Church, you tend us as a garden, a place of careful 

pruning and abundant harvest, where we can work with you.

 Meet us, we pray, in all the gardens where we go for nourishment, 

refreshment and prayer, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



Summer Reading Group Returns

The  popular summer book club returns on Sunday mornings! We will read and  discuss 
two newly published books by popular authors throughout the  summer. In June, we will 
read and discuss Diana Butler Bass new book “Freeing Jesus,” which invites us in new, ex-
citing ways to see Jesus as  more than just someone we read about in the New Testament 
and hear about  on Sunday mornings during worship. We will read Freeing Jesus from 
June  6 to June 27.

In  July, we will move onto Stephanie Spellers book “The Church Cracked  Open” which 
will explore ways in which the Episcopal Church and others  communities of faith have 
the exciting opportunity to reorient  themselves toward the ministry and mission of Jesus 
and redefine their  purposes in the midst of change, transition, and disruption. We will  
read this book from July 11 to August 1.

We will try out a hybrid approach to meeting for our  book discussions - gathering in the Commons Room AND on 
Zoom at 9 am starting on June 6. The Zoom link will be in the email newsletter each week. Please feel free to buy the 
book at the Cathedral Bookstore which will offer the books at a discounted price.  You may also join the conversations 
on Sunday mornings even f you have  not read the books. All are welcome to join the group! If you have any  questions 
or need more information about the discussion group, please  contact Tim Meyers at tmeyers@saintannes.com. We hope 
you will join us this summer!

Calling all current knitters, 
former knitters, 
and want-to-be knitters! 

Please  join our church-wide 
knitting project through the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry  to knit and crochet 
colorful squares which will then 

be assembled into  throws as Christmas presents for the folks at 
Holy Comforter Church.  Squares should be approximately 10” by 
10”. Sizes don’t have to be  exact, just come as close as you can. 
Worsted weight yarn is best, but  you can double finer weight 
yarns also. Yarns need to be washable and  you can use any color 
or combination of colors and any pattern stitch.  Be creative and 
use up all of your leftover yarns. Best needle sizes for knitting 
these squares are 7, 8, 9, and 10. If you don’t have any yarn, we 
will have yarn, kits, and simple patterns available in baskets in the 
church office and in the church narthex on Sunday mornings. 
Get knitting, and then drop off your finished squares in those 
same baskets. Carol and Barbara are also available for knitting and 
crochet lessons if you want to learn how to do either or brush up 
on your skills. And  did you know that men knit too? 

Questions? Call Carol Drummond (404-760-0020) or Barbara 
Fairchild (404-351-9698) 

Blessing of Prayer Shawls

Members of the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry were busy during the 
pandemic as evidenced by this 
beautiful array of their handiwork.  
The shawls were blessed last month 
and will be distributed as a sign of 
St. Anne’s caring love.



Getting to know the St. Anne’s Staff

Transitions are a good time to take stock - of what blessings we have and those places that need a little shoring up. 
We have a lot to be thankful for at St. Anne’s as we continue this time of discernment and in the spirit of taking 
stock, we’re going to introduce -- and re-introduce - the members of the staff.  

Dr. Joyce A Schemanske, Director of Music
Joyce received her Doctor of Music degree from Northwestern University in Evanston, IL. 

Before coming to St. Anne’s, she was the Associate Organist-Choirmaster at Holy Name 

Cathedral in Chicago, IL where she worked with noted composer Richard Proulx.  She has 

also served on the faculties of St. Mary’s College in Notre Dame, IN and St. Joseph’s College 

in Rensselaer, IN. During her tenure at St. Anne’s, the music program has grown from two 

choirs to a full graded choral program and a five octave handbell choir.

Julie McClatchey, Assistant Junior Choir Director
Julie attended the Conservatory of Music at Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin, 

and the University of Wisconsin in Madison, where she earned her Bachelor of Music Edu-

cation degree in general and instrumental music.  She has taught piano and guitar lessons, 

children’s pre-school music and movement classes, and played the bassoon professionally, 

most notably with the Atlanta Ballet Orchestra and as an extra with the Atlanta Symphony 

under Robert Shaw.  She is the longest serving staff member at St. Anne’s, having begun 

there as the Assistant Junior Choir Director in 1976.  Julie  and her husband, Jim, have three grown children liv-

ing in the Atlanta area.  In their spare time, Julie and Jim enjoy visiting National Parks with their travel trailer 

with the hope of eventually visiting them all.

Lori Moorhouse, Assistant Organist
Originally  from Pennsylvania, Lori developed a love for the organ at a young age.   It was 

not until she moved to Georgia that she was able to expand her  studies.  She continued 

private instruction with Dr. Timothy Wissler  (Cathedral of Christ the King) while she served 

as Associate Organist  and Children and Youth Choir Accompanist at various churches.  In  

2004, she had the opportunity to become part of the St. Anne's  community and play on her 

instrument of dreams, the magnificent Flentrop  organ.  Lori and her husband, Kevin, have 

two daughters, Kelsey and Kasey.

Worship Schedule and Registration

Registration links for the 8 am and 10:30 am worship services for June 

are posted to the St. Anne’s website on the Schedule of Services page, 

which is located under the Worship tab.

If you’re reading this online, just click the link below:

https://www.saintannes.com/worship/schedule-of-services/
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A glorious celebration of

the Day of Pentecost!

Parishioners in the pews, renewal 
of baptismal vows, and a
Pentecost Parish Picnic! After a 
year without such celebrations, 
we give thanks to God for our 
community!


