
When I was a kid, I waited eagerly for the postman to deliver the summertime editions of 
My Weekly Reader.  I think Highlights is the modern version of the children’s magazines that 
instilled in me a love for reading.  Like many of you I continue to be an avid reader, especially 
during the summer months.  While I like many types of literature, I am especially drawn to 
mysteries, fantasy, and science fiction. And I am captivated by young adult novels.  What’s 
not to like about futuristic societies, werewolves, vampires and zombies! But this genre has 
me pondering how a generation is being shaped in their understanding of our common 
humanity.  

I am currently rereading a series by Charlie Higson in which a virus has decimated most of 
the population over sixteen years of age.  The few surviving adults have been reduced to 
mindless beasts driven to hunt and consume the surviving children.  Higson’s novels are set 
in London where children band together to create a new world.  Their time is spent hunting for safe shelter, food, 
and weapons to defend themselves against the adults.  The books explore what it means to be human, to be in com-
munity with others, in a world filled with danger, loss, and death.

In one poignant scene three boys, Jack, Ed, and Bam leave the safety of their group so that Jack may return to his 
home.  It is a dangerous journey and Jack did not ask for company.  But Ed and Bam refuse to allow Jack to travel 
alone, they know there is safety in staying together. As they approach Jack’s neighborhood the boys are attacked.  
Ed, who has been unwilling to fight or kill up to this point, sees his companions in danger and goes berserk - un-
leashing his pent-up fear and anger - he beats back the attackers until they are dead or flee away.  

The next day Ed contemplates his actions and comes to the realization that defending himself and those he cares 
about is necessary and sometimes demands violence.  He also recognizes that with each violent act he loses a part 
of his humanity.  Ed must come to terms with the dilemma of finding a way to survive and yet remain truly human.  

Thankfully, we do live with in a post-apocalyptic world.  But there are times when we face crises in our families, 
our friendships, our health, our education, or careers.  How we respond to crisis is a measure of our character, faith, 
and ultimately our humanity.  In baptism God heals our brokenness and restores us to being fully human as was in-
tended at the creation.  To quote St. Irenaeus of Lyons, “The glory of God is a human being fully alive; and human 
life consists in beholding God.” 

When faced with a crisis we may succumb to baser animal instincts that can be destructive to ourselves or our com-
munity.  Or we may choose to respond as humanly as possible.  As Christians we learn how to make these better 
choices in community.  As we gather each week to hear our sacred texts, pray together, and celebrate the sacra-
ments we are formed in relationship with God and one another.  And if we fail, God’s grace is there to forgive and 
restore our humanity.  In whatever genres you are reading this summer I hope you find interesting intersections of 
life and faith.  

Join us to worship, learn, and serve in Jesus’ name, 
and to be equipped for your journey of life.

July and August 2021



Fruits of Our Labor

Even though it is still Summer, Labor Day is not too far away. Growing up in the northeast it signaled the end 
of summer as school started back the day after. For many in the south, school starts in August. Whether school 
begins in August or September, our parishioners are hard at work making certain our community inside the four 
walls of St. Anne’s and outside the church are being cared for. 

I have watched parishioners drive children from the Jabez Project to camp; we have continued to support Holy 
Comforter with food donations; we donated socks and foot care products for Church of the Common Ground; 
the prayer shawl ministry continues to knit and crochet beautiful shawls; we sort and pack food for Urban 
Recipe; and soon we will be purchasing backpacks for Agape. These are a few of the wonderful things St. Anne’s 
parishioners provide. 

In the coming months, the Stewardship Committee will kick off the Fall Campaign. It will be a time for us to 
show in giving/pledging that we are a financially healthy church to the next Rector who is called.

It is also a time to show how healthy we are in other aspects, which begins with attending a small group session. 
These small groups are interactive and allow us to plan for the future of St. Anne’s. What are our Core Values? 
What part of our legacy would we like to carry forward? What opportunities do we see? Through these small 
groups, you will hopefully leave feeling inspired and uplifted. It does not matter how old/young you are or the 
length of time you have been attending St. Anne’s. Your input is vital. If the sessions fill up, we will add more. 

We have held two small groups now, one with the Vestry as the ‘test’, and the first parish group on June 27. It was 
heartwarming to hear individuals state: ‘I feel energized’, ‘I feel like the three hours flew by’, ‘I have missed being 
in a group setting where we can talk’, ‘This is what I needed’, ‘I feel like my voice is being heard as we plan for the 
future.’ These are just a few of the comments that were voiced.

We have work to do, but we are blessed to have a warm, loving, and inviting community willing to do the work. 
The Fruits of Our Labor show in all that we undertake. 

Irene Pedersen, Senior Warden

Regathering, Reconciling, Renewing - Sign Up to Attend

Sign up to attend a small group interactive session to explore the history and 
legacy of St. Anne’s, establish our common values as we move forward, and 
identify our strengths and challenges as we discern our way forward as a vibrant 
community of faith. Your voice is important to these conversations as we rebuild 
community and look to create a vibrant future for our parish.  

Two sessions remain: Sunday, August 22 and Sunday, August 29 following the 
10:30 Eucharist.

Click here to register if you are reading this online. 
If you are reading a hard copy, look for the registration link online or in the weekly 
ebANNEr.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4AA9A62EA13-small
http://If you are reading a hard copy, look for the registration link online or in the weekly ebANNEr.
http://If you are reading a hard copy, look for the registration link online or in the weekly ebANNEr.


Christmas, Baptisms, and Backpack Blessings! 
Wait, did you say Christmas?!?

My family and I are huge fans of the animated show Bluey (check it out on Disney+). It’s a terrific show about the 
modern life of a family of blue heeler dogs in Brisbane, Australia. One of the episodes is about the family’s celebration 
of Christmas, which in Australia is very hot and similar to what we experience in July. I explained to my son Henry 
why Christmas is hot in the Southern Hemisphere, and he couldn’t believe it could ever be warm on Christmas. Win-
ter and Christmas for us in the Northern Hemisphere are typical. 

On Sunday, August 1, we will get a chance to experi-
ence a Southern Hemisphere Christmas when we cel-
ebrate Christmas in July, plus one day at St. Anne’s.  We 
will celebrate the Feast of the Virgin Mary’s parents, 
Ann and Joachim, during our worship services. In ad-
dition to the feast day, Lori Moorehouse and Dr. Joyce Schemanske will play Christmas hymns and carols, which we 
did not get to sing in person due to the pandemic last December. There will be Christmas decorations and lights (and 
maybe some trees) in the Narthex. We will serve Christmas cookies and hot (or iced) chocolate after the 10:30 service. 
We hope you will join us for a fun-filled day of worship with a Christmas feel on August 1. 

After our summer Christmas celebration, we will have baptisms at the 
10:30 worship service on Sunday, August 8. Three new members of 
St. Anne’s will receive the sacrament of baptism and become a part of 
the family on this special day. Not only will the day be memorable for 
those being baptized, but it will be a special day for the St. Anne’s com-
munity as we come together to not only welcome the newly baptized 
but to renew our baptismal vows. As we head into the fall and new 
program year, and as we hopefully start to put the pandemic behind 
us, it is more important more than ever to remember our baptismal 
covenant and how the vows we make sustain the whole community 
during good and hard times. There is incredible power when we renew 
our vows, and when we hear all of the voices at the same time, we 
experience God’s presence through each other. 

In addition to baptisms on August 8, we will also bless the bags, back-
packs, computer bags of children, students, and teachers as the new 

school year begins. We will bless the bags during the 10:30 worship service. All the bags will receive a unique tag that 
can be attached as a reminder that not only has the bag been blessed but that God accompanies us as we learn and 
grow throughout the upcoming school year. 

We will have several fun things and opportunities for the St. Anne’s community as we continue to regather and move 
forward. Please join us for worship every week, but especially on August 1 and 8!

Tim Meyers, Associate Rector

As we head into the fall and 
new program year, and as 

we hopefully start to put the 
pandemic behind us, it is more 

important more than ever to 
remember our baptismal 

covenant and how the vows 
we make sustain the whole 

community during good 
and hard times.

August 1 at 10:30 service:  Christmas in July (plus one day!) 

August 8 at 10:30 service:  Baptisms and Book Bag blessings

August 15: Ministry Fair | EYC Parents meeting  

August 22: EYC Kick off



After  more than a year of virtual formation and gatherings, St. Anne’s  Children, Youth and Young Adult Programs 
are back in full swing this  fall! We are so excited to offer the programs your families love to  attend and can’t wait to 
see you at our Festival Sunday kickoff event on  September 19. Let’s take a look at what to expect in each area  and 
how you can help out in these programs. 

Children’s  Ministries will kick off Sunday School on Festival Sunday at 9am down  in the Youth Center. We will be 
using the Whirl Lectionary curriculum from Sparkhouse. This curriculum has been great for our community  be-
cause it uses the same lessons and messages that we have in our  worship services which can lead to some great fam-
ily conversations after  church. Whirl is also very adaptable and easy for anyone to lead. Along  with Whirl, we like 
to mix in a few special courses for children that  will introduce them to the life of the church like a eucharist class,  
intro into acolyting and intro into ushering. Plugging our children 
into  the life of the church is a great way to get them excited about 
being  in church because they know they are valued members in 
our community. 

Youth Ministries is also looking forward to the kickoffs this fall 
starting with our EYC kickoff on August  22,  2021 at 5pm down 
in our Youth Center. Youth in grades 6-12 are invited  to gather 
together on Sunday nights in the fall for a variety of events  and 
activities. Some big ones to look forward to are New Beginnings,  
Happening, Trunk or Treat, Winterlight at Kanuga, and many 
karaoke  nights. We also want to invite these youth to join us for 
Youth  Formation on Sunday mornings at 9am down in the Youth 
Center. We use a  Bible study called Faith Lens that takes our 
lectionary readings and  ties in current events to make them more 
relevant to our youth. We will  also be holding confirmation classes 
for youth in 9th grade.  Confirmation is the sacramental rite in 
which the candidates "express a  mature commitment to Christ, 
and receive strength from the Holy Spirit  through prayer and the 
laying on of hands by a bishop" (BCP, p. 860).  This class is very 
experiential and includes field trips to experience  other religions, 
overnight retreats with peers, intergenerational  activities, and 
opportunities to serve. All these programs are  designed to further 
plug in our youth into our community and build them  up to be 
empowered, inclusive, and change makers.  

Young Adults Ministries is a  new ministry that was born out of the pandemic at St. Anne’s. When the world shut 
down last year many of our college students were sent home to their families and needed a space to connect during 
such uncertain times. We met on Zoom about once a month  (depending on schedules) and just catch up and sup-
port each other. It was a great way to keep our young adults connected to St. Anne’s and we  are planning to do the 
same Zoom meetings throughout the upcoming school  year. 

St.  Anne’s will also have offerings for parents this fall. Over the last three years we have held monthly EYC Parent 
Meeting where parents can gather for fellowship and support along the very unpredictable road of raising  teen-
agers. We would also like to start a similar group for parents of elementary age children. We believe the journey of 
parenthood is better when we work together in community through fellowship and support.

If you have any questions about any of these programs or would like to help out please email Tabi at ttobiassen@
saintannes.com to get plugged in! 

WANTED: VOLUNTEERS

Are you thinking: “Wow, there are 
so many amazing offerings available 
to  my family! How does Tabi run 
them all?!”  Well, the answer is with 
the  support of amazing volunteers 
like you! We will need Sunday School  
Teachers, Youth Formation Teachers, 
EYC Helpers, and EYC Meal Makers  
throughout the program year to make 
all of these offerings possible.  Com-
mitment levels are always low because 
we like to have a team of  people and 
use an alternating schedule so there is 
no burn out and you  can still partic-
ipate in adult formation offerings. 
Many hands make  light work, and 
all are welcome to help make this 
program year amazing!

mailto:ttobiassen%40saintannes.com?subject=
mailto:ttobiassen%40saintannes.com?subject=


Bubbles float through the air of the outdoor classroom 
while children fill vessels of water and dutifully pour 
their contents on thirsty plants. Tricycles zip around 
the patio, maneuvering through sprinklers like a car 
wash. And, smiling round faces with flush red cheeks 
and blue lips from "Popsicle Fridays" are carefully 
ushered to carpool. These are the signs of another 
successful week at St. Anne’s Summer Camp. This year, 
the camp will have served nearly two hundred children 
ages two through five by the end of July. For some of 
these children, summer camp is the first organized 
group activity they will have participated in since the beginning of the pan-
demic. Led by Summer Camp Director Sarah Buchly, educators and counselors 
(many of whom are Day School alumni and now in college) facilitated joyful 
activities that fostered the development of the mind, body, and spirit of many 
children. Due to the pandemic, St. Anne’s did not host summer camp last year 
for the first time in more than forty years! Re-opening this summer with such 
strong participation is a testament to our reputation and our resilience. 

Also to be celebrated is the incredible commitment to the Day School shown by 
those who sacrificed to keep the school open and in-person safely for the entire 2020-2021 school year. Leadership 
made impossible decisions about policies and procedures, educators made tremendous adjustments to practices, and 
parents diligently followed health guidelines even when inconvenient and frustrating. All of this allowed the children 
we serve to engage with peers and learning experiences which we know are critical for healthy social-emotional, 
physical, and cognitive growth. The collective effort of the St. Anne’s community allowed the Day School to carry out 
its mission during unprecedented times, and we are grateful for everything that was done to keep the community 
safe and whole.  

While the pandemic isn't quite behind us, we have seen some significant relief, and the Day School is earnestly plan-
ning for the start of the 2021-2022 school year with this in mind. I am delighted to join the Day School as Director 
and excited to work with an incredible team of administrators and educators, including Danielle Hutlas in her new 
role as assistant director, Administrator Monica Murray, Administrative Assistant Tonya Cole, and our new Office 
Associate Emma Moore. In addition to managing the school's daily operations, I plan to spend my first year learning 
about the church and the school's rich history and practices while focusing on relationship development. Please con-
tact us if you would like to take a tour of the school. We’d love to have you!

Finally, I ask that you keep the Day School community in your prayers as we go into the next school year. We pray 
that we can stay healthy and together in person and that the pandemic has minimal impact on our teaching and 
learning practices. We also pray that God blesses the Advisory Council, administrators, educators, parents, and other 
caregivers who work together to serve the children in our care with discernment always and courage when necessary. 
Thank you.

Rhonda Mitchell 
Director of St. Anne's Day School and Enrichment Programs 



NO AUDITION NECESSARY
COME JOIN US!

Our Parish Mission Statement says “we welcome all and encourage joyful noises” – and we do!   There are groups for 
all ages and skill levels:  see the descriptions below. All rehearsals will begin in September; dates to be determined.

ADULT CHOIR:  Rehearses Wednesdays from 7:30 – 9:15 PM and is open to high school age through adult. We 
sing most Sundays for the 10:30 AM service as well as special services and Diocesan events, and are joined by 
members of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra for our Christmas Eve and Easter services.  

We have three choirs for children and youth.  All choirs receive choir pins based on the national Choristers Guild 
curriculum, with jewels added for years of service.  In addition, each choir participates in an Awards Ceremony each 
year followed by a choir trip. Children who have soccer/sports practices on rehearsal days are welcome to join us in 
November.

PRIMARY CHOIR: NEW DAY—TUESDAYS!  Rehearses Tuesdays from 4:30 – 5:15 PM and is open to grades K – 
1 (must be 5 years old by Sept. 1).  Songs and rhythmic movement, percussion instruments, musical games, and a 
choir trip to Chuck E. Cheese!  We have changed the day because many parents have told me that earlier in the 
week is preferable for this age group.

JUNIOR CHOIR:  Rehearses Wednesdays from 4:30 – 5:30 PM and is open to grades 2 – 5. Simple part-singing, 
percussion instruments and the use of handbells and handchimes!  This group votes on their choir trip.
YOUTH CHOIR:  Rehearses two Sundays a month from 11:45 – 12:30 PM (right after church) and is open to 
grades 6 – 12.  More advanced part-singing, handbells, and a trip chosen by the choristers.  In addition, this 
group plans all the music for Youth Sunday. 

“This sounds great, but I can’t sing…”??? No problem!  For you we have:
HANDBELL CHOIR: Rehearses Tuesdays from 7:15 – 8:30 PM.  Open to high school age through adult.  We 
play approximately one Sunday a month as well as for Christmas and Easter services, and perform an annual 
Christmas concert at St. Anne’s Terrace.  Music reading is desirable but not mandatory. 

For more information or to sign up, please contact our music director Dr. Joyce Schemanske at 404-237-5589 ext. 
132 or jschemanske@saintannes.com or sign up at the Ministry Fair on Sunday, August 15. Come make a joyful noise 
with us this year!

The Summer Book 

Club wraps up its 

discussion of Stephanie 

Spellers’ The Church 

Cracked Open on 

Sunday, August 1.  All 

are welcome to join the Rev. Tim Meyers

Sunday mornings from  9:15-10 am in the 

Commons Room or on Zoom. 

The nursery is open from 9 am-12 pm on Sunday 
mornings. Families are invited to drop off children 
between the ages of birth-4 years old. Our 
experienced childcare providers are CPR 
certified and have taken the appropriate safe-
guarding classes.
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Swen Cain and Thomas Kinzer 
for earning

 Eagle Scout awards!

Both young men used their skills and determination to 

help out Episcopal churches. And both scouts earned 

their awards during a global pandemic!

Swen conceived and built a fire pit for St. Anne’s. 

Thomas recognized a need at Holy Comforter Church 

and built four picnic tables for the community.

Eagle Scouts Swen Cain (left) and Thomas Kinzer 
(right).
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ECW Salad Supper Is Back:  Save the Date! 

Please mark your calendars for our annual Episcopal Church Women Salad 
Tasting  Supper to be held on Sunday, September 26 in the Parish Hall at 
St. Anne’s! Social time begins at 5:30 p.m. with dinner from 6-8 p.m.

For more than 140 years,  the ECW has played a vital role in unifying wom-

en around the mission and  life of the Church while providing avenues for 

engagement in parishes  through programs and fellowship opportunities. 

St. Anne’s currently offers four ECW chapters in which adult women of all 

ages can come together to share their stories, grow spiritually, and support each other in our missions, 

ministries, and challenges. There are  opportunities for every woman in our congregation to find her 

place among our vibrant ECW chapters. Joining a chapter is easy and is a fun way to connect with other 

ladies across the St. Anne’s community in a  friendly and nurturing setting. 

On behalf of this year’s Salad Supper  planning committee, I welcome you to attend our annual dinner in  

September and to take part in this cherished St. Anne’s tradition. We  promise a lovely evening filled with 

cheer, good food, and a fantastic speaker. If you are not already active in an ECW chapter, this is the  perfect 

time to join us and learn more about which chapter that might  best serve you. We hope to see you there!    

Elizabeth Zucchero
ECW President  


