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This summer I am spending time watching old movies, some “on  demand” or on DVDs I 
have collected over the years.  One movie that my  mom and I watched over and over is 

“Auntie Mame.”  Patrick Dennis made  his eccentric aunt famous with his biography re-
membering their lives  together after the death of his father.  Mame is an unconventional  
socialite with a bohemian flair.  

As the movie opens  Patrick, newly orphaned, is arriving from Chicago to his new home 
in New  York.  Mame Dennis is throwing a party, and though it is during  prohibition, the 
alcohol is flowing.  The guests in attendance are the  famous and the infamous of the day.  
Once Mame recognizes her nephew she  begins introducing him to her guests. When Pat-
rick meets the  progressive educator Acacius Page, he speaks two Greek words to the  young boy, “gnothi 
seauton,” which mean know thyself.  The rest of the  movie explores how Patrick and his Auntie Mame get 
to know their true  selves.   

Transitions are times to ask questions, to dig  deeper into understanding at least two things – identity 
and purpose.   Who are we?  What is God calling us to do?  For Christians, and maybe  for every human be-
ing, the questions of identity and purpose are  intertwined.  They are about ontology, our being-ness.  They 
are  questions that need to be asked individually and corporately.  They help  us understand our particulari-
ty as members of the household of God,  adopted daughters and sons, sisters and brothers, of Jesus. 

Transitions  are also times to reflect on the past, where we began the journey that  brings us to this 
point in time.  This looking backwards gives a  community the chance to rejoice and celebrate achieve-
ments and  successes.  And it is a time to reflect on challenges and failures.   From there we gain insight on 
how to plot a new way forward.   

Which  leads us to more questions. Who are we going to be?  What is the next  purposeful thing God is 
calling us to do?  These are questions that can  be deliberated in small groups and large ones.  They are at 
the heart of  discerning how we reimagine Saint Anne’s and the path God has for this  community.  These 
are important concepts for us to keep in mind as we  continue the work of reconnecting and rebuilding our 
community. 

The  First Letter of Peter encourages five communities in Asia Minor to  remain faithful to their calling.  
In the face of societal changes,  persecution, and threats to their newfound faith, he reminds them of  their 
identity and purpose.   

“But you are a chosen race,  a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession,  that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of  darkness into his marvelous light; for you 
once were not a people, but  now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you  
have received mercy.”   1 Peter 2:9-10 

“Gnothi seauton.”  Know thyself. 



Packing Jesus for the Summer 
 Whether I went to  church or scout camp, I always followed the camp’s pack-
ing lists, which  contained things I needed, such as a sleeping bag, swimsuit, a  
toothbrush, toothpaste, sunscreen, etc. The lists also included optional  items 
such as bug spray, extra money for snacks at the canteen or a  compass, and 
things not to bring, such as knives and fireworks. I went  over the lists and asked 
my parents to help with my packing. Sometimes,  especially as I got older, my 
fill got lighter and lighter as I decided I  didn’t need everything on the list, which 
always got me in because I  often forgot something I needed, not what I want-
ed. When I was in eighth  grade, I forgot my deodorant when I went to church camp, and, let’s say  
that one of my counselors gladly gave me an extra deodorant he had to  help everyone not endure a 
week of a smelly teenager. 

 As  we move into July and the middle of the summer, what are you taking on  your travels and va-
cations? Are you making a list and checking it twice  for the things you need and don’t need? I hope 
Flat Saint Anne is one of  the things you will pack and take a picture of during your trips. Along  with 
Flat Saint Anne, perhaps you might consider taking Jesus along.  

  One of the many questions that people often ask Buddy and me is how we  prepare for sermons. 
What sort of things do we do when preparing to  write our sermons? While I cannot speak for what 
Buddy does, I will  share that one of my preparation techniques is reading the upcoming  Sunday 
Gospel lesson with a different translation every day leading up  to a Sunday I preach. The repetition 
of the Gospel lesson helps me pay  attention to the text but also allows me to see things I may have 
missed  the day before or discover new things. I often find that God shows me  something new from 
a text that might force me to rewrite what I wanted  to say by reading the text every day. Jesus’s 
words may speak to me in  different ways, even during the week of preparation.  

  How is Jesus accompanying you as you travel and are away from worship  this summer? With 
the internet, our phones, and apps, it is easy to find  the passage for the upcoming Sunday and 
read, maybe every day,  including Sunday. You may not be able to make it to worship, but Jesus  can 
become a part of your journey if you take the time to read the  Gospel lesson during the week or 
maybe just a few times. One of the best  things connecting Episcopalians and many other denom-
inations is the  Revised Common Lectionary, where we read the same Gospel lesson  worldwide. 
It’s comforting knowing that we hear the same passage and how  it intersects with and impacts our 
lives, even during the dog days of  summer. So, why not put Jesus on your packing list and bring him 
along  as you travel and even when you are home? You never know what God might  say to you and 
how God’s Word goes where you go, even if you can’t  attend worship. Enjoy your summer! 

The Rev. Tim Meyers 
Associate Rector

Vacation 
Bible School



Swinging into Summer

Lately, I have had complete writer’s block and perhaps that is okay. For me, things are moving 
in a good direction at St. Anne’s and often times, I do not have much to write. I am a person of little 
words. LOL! However, I will provide an update of what is happening behind the scenes and around 
the church. 

From a financial standpoint, we are doing well. We have a solid foundation, and it feels great! 
Elaine Morgan and John Scott, along with the buildings and grounds committee are working on a 
plan of needs, wants, and wishes. This plan for buildings/grounds will be presented to the finance 
committee in August, as well as the Vestry. It will provide for future planning for the church and 
day school and what expenses we expect to incur as our roof, HVAC, and other items age. If there is 
something that requires attention around the church, now is the time to reach out to Elaine or John 
so we can be sure it is on the list. 

A children and youth committee has formed with Tabi as the lead and will meet in the coming 
weeks. Invite, Welcome, Connect is being ‘rebranded’ under the leadership of our associate (Tim) 
and that committee has also formed and ready to meet. Please know, anyone is welcome to join 
these committees or other committees, and we would welcome your input.

The Day School is preparing for the next school year. Teachers are in place and Rhonda has done 
an amazing job leading the charge. Rhonda attends all our finance and Vestry meetings, and it is 
refreshing to have her with us. There is so much energy between the school and church again.

Ben Jordan, your Junior Warden, and I continue to meet with Buddy monthly. I cannot begin to 
convey how much I enjoy our meetings. There is always laughter and sharing while doing the work 
of the church. 

I guess in the end, I did have a few things to write. There is one last thing. Remember to bring Flat 
St. Anne on your journey. Tabi would love to post a few more pictures on Instagram and other social 
media outlets. St. Anne has had quite the adventures already ~ Costa Rica, Disney World, Scotland, 
Camp Mikell, and diving in Bonaire. What a life!

Have a safe and happy summer!
Irene Pedersen
Senior Warden

If it is summer, it is VBS time!



Dove Window Repair Underway

The beautiful Dove window over the Bapistry is being re-
moved panel by panel so that it can be cleaned, restored and 
made more structurally sound for its longevity and preserva-
tion.  We are working with Stephanie, a stained glass expert 
who trained under the window creator, Peggy Swayze, for 
the work that needs to be done. What might look “fine from 
down here” isn’t always the case as structural issues were 
discovered that required immediate repair. Stephanie antici-
pates about six months for completion but that timeline will 
be further decided once all is in her shop and she begins the 
intricate work of rebuilding.  Many thanks to Vestry member 

Nancy Brockway for 
riding the scissor lift 30 
feet up to get a close up 
inspection with Stepha-
nie.  Nancy’s long expe-
rience with stain glass is 
invaluable as we begin 
this repair process.

Elaine Morgan
Facilities Manager

O heavenly Father, 
who hast filled the world with beauty:

 Open our eyes to behold thy gracious 
hand in all thy works;

 that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, 
we may learn to serve thee with

gladness; for the sake of him through
whom all

 things were made, 
thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.



There can’t be a better way for a child to spend a day of record-breaking heat than enjoying a 
popsicle with friends after a day full of playing. Summer camp at the Day school brings hundreds 
of children to our campus for exploration, creation, and celebration. 

The Day School hosts children ages two through seven for five weeks of carefully planned ac-
tivities, including cooking, art, and music. Classes are led by Day School Educators and assisted 
by youth counselors - some of which were Day School students themselves! It is an opportunity 
for the Day School to extend services to current families and serve the greater community, with 
children visiting us from many local schools. 

If you know someone with a young child looking for a half-day camp for their young child, or 
you need a smile, stop by the Day School office or check social media for more information. You 
can follow along on Instagram @stannesdayschool or Facebook @saintannesdayschool. Happy 
summer!

Rhonda Mitchell
Director

FROM THE DAY SCHOOL



Summer is off to an incredible start at Saint Anne’s! As many of us 
plan vacations all over the world, our children and youth head off to 
Summer Camp. If you have never been to summer camp before, I’m 
here to fill you in on what you’ve been missing. 

Summer camp has a special place in my heart because I believe it 
shaped me into the person I am today. It taught me what I consider 
the three pillars of youth ministry: community, play and worship. 
Playing and worshiping in community is so important in the formation 
of our youth. Being in community in general meets several needs of 
our youth such as, social, emotional, and practical needs. Being in 
community protects against selfishness, teaches conflict resolution, 
teaches us what it means to forgive, provides support through difficult 
times, and challenges us on many levels. Playing in community gives 
our youth the opportunity to be silly. We forget the pressures and ex-
pectations society puts on youth. Many youths aren’t given the opportunity to be silly in their everyday lives. 
Summer camp reminds these youth that they are in fact, kids, and it’s ok for them to act like kids. Worshiping 
in community gets our youth more engaged in their home churches. Many times, kids come home from camp 
wanting that same engagement they experienced in worship and it’s our responsibility to welcome them with 
open arms. 

Our children experienced some of this at VBS at the beginning of June. A community of about 45 children 
gathered and learned what it means to be compassionate to ourselves, others, and the world. We danced and 
sang songs about how we can take care of each other, and we read stories from the bible about where com-
passion was shown. Our kids left VBS with tools to make this world a better place.

I had the pleasure of experiencing Youth Week at Kanuga with several of our Saint Anne’s youth in mid-June. 
This conference was not new to me since I was once a participant myself in middle and high school. I knew 
how magical this community and experience can be for a young person. I tell people all the time that KEY 
Conferences changed my life. What I had not experienced was the radical inclusiveness with our own youth. 
The theme for the week was “Thin Places”, a place where the veil is thin between heaven and earth. The com-
munity at Youth Week was just that. I saw youth from all over the country come together to create commu-
nity and support one another. It didn’t matter where you came from, your socioeconomic status, if you were 
neurodivergent, or your gender identity. We were all one community that week. It was truly moving, and I am 
so thankful our youth got to experience that radical love and support. 

Summer is personally my favorite season and that has everything to do with Summer Camp. If you know 
a child or youth, I encourage you to tell them and their parents about the benefits of summer camp. I also 
encourage you to donate to programs like KEY Conferences so they can continue to form and support our pre-
cious youth. I would love to continue this conversation with anyone interested in learning more about camp. 
It’s my favorite thing to talk about. 

Tabi Tobiassen
Director of Children & Youth Ministries

A FAVORITE SEASON: SUMMER



Scenes from 
Camp at Kanuga
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The Season of Pentecost   

The  ordering of seasons, feast days, fasts, and times of special devotion  for the church year 
is challenging to figure out. There are many rules  about what days take precedence over other 
days. Beginning on the Monday  after the Feast of Pentecost, the church enters what the Book of 
Common  Prayer calls the Season After Pentecost. It is a long season in the  church calendar that 
continues until the first Sunday of Advent. The  Roman Catholic Church refers to this period as 
“ordinary time” and while  this term does not appear in the BCP you will hear it used by Episcopal  
clergy. Often, the season after Pentecost is referred to as the “green  season” since it is the color 
of vestments worn by the clergy and altar  hangings. Formation teachers link the liturgical color 
to natural world  as it begins turning green with new growth following winter. During  “ordinary 
time” the BCP provides collects and scriptures that focus on  the life and ministry of Jesus and his 
disciples as they teach and heal.  These are the stories that help us know how to grow as followers 
and  disciples of Jesus.

         Buddy+


