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Since seminary I have been fascinated with the gospel of John. I  still spend time 
reading and studying this challenging text. This gospel  is more theologically 

“Christological” than the synoptic gospels  (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) – a fancy way of 
saying that he portrays Jesus  as more thoroughly divine than the other gospel writers. 
John’s version  of the story of Jesus is more complex in its construction. Unlike the 
synoptic gospels there are no parables or exorcisms.   The distinguishing characteris-
tics of John are signs, discourses, and  the well-known “I AM” sayings.   

I am particularly drawn  to the “I AM” statements: I am the bread of life, I am the 
light of the  world, I am the good shepherd, and I am the resurrection and the life to  
name a few.  Each of these images or metaphors weaves the reality of  God’s presence 
within the fabric of our existence as part of the  creation. 

The power of a metaphor is not that it defines a  particular thing, but that it points to something 
else using the  familiar. When viewed through the lens of the metaphor, the common and  familiar 
take on a deeper theological meaning.  There is something  mysterious in the way Jesus says, “I am 
the Good Shepherd” or” “I am the  bread of life.” Jesus is the shepherd who leads into the Kingdom 
of  God; Jesus is the bread of life we eat week after week that nourishes  and sustains us on our faith 
journey. 

The “I am”  statements are relational ways of thinking about God – our relationship  with Jesus and 
very often with each other.  An intriguing image is found  in the saying, “I am the gate.” The rocky 
Judean hillsides provided  little building material except for the rocks that cover the ground.   Sheep 
pens were often circular enclosures made of stacked stone with a  single opening for the sheep to enter 
and exit.  Once safely inside the  fold the shepherd literally becomes the gate, placing his body in the  
opening so that nothing harmful may enter the fold to harm the sheep. 

The  season of Easter is a time to reflect on Jesus’ identity as our savior.   The word “savior” carries 
a variety of meanings:  redeemer, protector,  and rescuer.  Being a “gate” is one way that Jesus saves 
and rescues as  he lays down his life for us.  It is a powerful image of Jesus’  self-offering on the cross.  
His body is the gate through which we pass  from estrangement to restoration, from danger to safety, 
from being  nameless and unknown into a family of beloved daughters and sons. Jesus  willingly places 
his life between the stone walls of this world, dying  and rising to save us.  And for this good news we 
proclaim:  Alleluia,  Christ is risen! 



Our New Normal?

Eastertide is the beautiful season to celebrate the resurrection and our renewed 
lives as followers of the crucified and risen Christ. As we move through the 

Great Fifty Days of Easter, we recall what it means to be Easter people who are no 
longer living without hope. The promise of the resurrection helps lead the way to 
new possibilities for the church and the world. 

I frequently heard the phrase "the new normal" and laughed at it during my 
adolescence. What is the new normal? What was the old normal? How long will 
the new standard last until we discover the next normal? I feel like April sort of felt 
like the new normal. I know that covid is still a part of our reality and will be for 
a while, so I am not minimizing the seriousness and effects of the pandemic. However, Holy Week and 
Easter seemed like three years before the pandemic…normal. We had a week of wonderful worship, 
including the return of foot washing on Maundy Thursday and our choirs' beautiful music and voices. 
Many people packed the church on Easter Sunday with the return of the annual egg hunt, parish break-
fast, and some of the most stunning flower displays I can remember (thank you, Flower Guild!). Perhaps 
we are entering the phase of our new normal. 

The resurrection changed the world forever. We can never return to the old way of life because Christ 
conquered death and sin forever and gave us the promise of eternal life. While the apostles and early 
followers of Jesus had the privilege of walking with Jesus, the early church struggled to live into a new 
reality of what it meant to be Easter people. Like us, whose lives were changed by two years of the pan-
demic, they had to find a new normal and live into it. We cannot forget the past, but we can certainly 
see and begin to journey ahead. The Walk to Emmaus reminds me of how the new normal often accom-
panies and surprises us like the Risen Christ, even when we don't realize it. 

What are your new normal these days? Where do you see a new normal emerging or taking shape in 
your lives? The early church made their new lives by proclaiming the Gospel to the suffering, hurting 
world. They didn't know how long this normal would last, but they did it boldly and passionately, know-
ing that the God of life and love accompanied them. 

God gives us a chance to embrace and discover what the new normal looks like today and in the 
upcoming months. When you are in worship, take some time to see what the new normal resembles. 
When you are at your job or school, consider your new normal and perhaps how you can be content 
with what we have around us. Maybe God is giving us a chance to live into the resurrection in new, 
exciting ways where our community can embrace and live with the new normal.  

The Rev. Tim Meyers 
Associate Rector

Take Flat Saint Anne on 
vacation with you this summer 
and post your adventures on 
Instagram at @flatsaintanne 
or send a photo of Flat Saint 
Anne and your family by email 
to Tabi.



THANK YOU to our Easter Basket Volunteers 
who lovingly prepared gifts for parishioners not able to be AT Saint Anne’s but who are very 
much a part of our community.

Liturgical Changes 
during the 

Great Fifty Days of Easter 
   

The  season of Easter, or Eastertide, is the fifty-day period from Easter  Sunday to the day of 
Pentecost.  It is a joyful time as we live into the  hope of the resurrection.  In the Episcopal tradi-
tion, this can be seen  in our worship in several ways, most obviously it is reflected in the  clergy’s 
vestments and the hangings adorning the altar, as the purple or  Lenten array changes to Easter 
white.  Flowers that were absent during  Lent return to adorn the chancel.  And for all fifty days 
the Paschal  candle that we blessed at the Easter Vigil burns at every service.   

Variations  are also made in the liturgy.  Most of the year we begin the Holy  Eucharist with 
the opening sentence, “Blessed be God: Father, Son and  Holy Spirit,” but during Easter we begin 
with, “Alleluia. Christ is  risen.”  During the Great Fifty Days, a reading from Acts replaces the  Old 
Testament reading, recounting the story of the church immediately  following the resurrection. 
During Lent many kneel for the Eucharistic  prayer because kneeling is a more penitential pos-
ture. In Easter it is  customary to stand, a more celebratory position.  And by long tradition  the 
confession is omitted from the service until after Pentecost.  We  alter the conclusion of the ser-
vice as well, as the clergy and  congregation invoke “Alleluia, Alleluia” at the dismissal.   

Happy Eastertide!



One of the beautiful traditions of Holy Week is the Maundy Thursday foot washing. 
Just as Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, we gather  and wash each other’s feet as a sign 
of our love and care for each other. 

Below, Palm Sunday was Saint Anne’s turn to bring lunch for CCG, so Ben and Susie 
Dupree, Carol Finnegan-Lang and Ethel Wright took our meal downtown and stayed to 
worship with Vicar Kim Jackson and her congregation.





I learned early on in my time here at Saint Anne’s that this parish really values tradi-
tion and legacy. All over our beautiful property you will find tons of little details of Saint 
Anne’s past and our Youth Center is no different. 

In the summer of 2019, the Youth Center was repainted, and new floors were in-
stalled. This gave our youth the opportunity to not only make it their own space but 
also the chance to leave their mark. 

One the first projects involved a pole that is smack in the middle of our EYC room. 
In the fall of 2019, when we all returned to meeting on Sunday nights, everyone was 
invited to sign their name and the year on the poll using paint pens. It’s now some-
thing we have done each year at our kickoff celebrations and is filling in beautifully. 

Our next project came during a tough time for EYC in the pandemic. Spring is always 
such an exciting time for our youth, especially those graduating High School. In 2020 
we were faced with trying to figure out how to celebrate our seniors who were con-

stantly missing out on major milestones for that 
age. We came up with the idea of decorating ceiling 
tiles in our EYC room. In the moment it was a sweet 
idea that we thought would make those seniors 
feel extra special in a time when the world wasn’t 
being as kind to them. Once we returned to in person meetings in our space 
the tiles became a beautiful reminder of those awesome youth that held up 
our ministry when we could not meet in person. Anytime we are in the space 
now, I can feel the love they poured into this community. During the week this 
space is shared with our After-School program, 
who loved this new colorful addition, especially 
since most our youth have also attended the day 
school and after school programs here. Educators 
often tell me stories about their time with our 
youth and how cute and little they all were. They 
also love learning about the next steps that our 
youth are embarking on in their lives. 

As we look forward to the community Saint 
Anne’s is becoming, I also want to invite you to stop and look around at the 
rich history that surrounds us. It’s a history with a beautiful story that have 

formed so many of us from such a young age and will continue to for years to come. 

MEANING ON THE CEILING Tabi Tobiassen | Director of Children & Youth Ministries

Congratulation to our 

graduating high sChool 

seniors! 

Our seniors were honored on Youth 
Sunday. They joined the rest of the 
children and youth leading the service. 

Saint Anne’s also honored its choristers!



It was a glorious day when the youth lead our 10:30 a.m. worship service!  We also presented choir 
awards and honored our graduating seniors with a heart-felt send off.

Youth Sunday



Keeping our Church Safe and Secure 

In  my short time here at Saint Anne’s, I’ve become very familiar with the  large number of 
exterior doors on our campus and the different locking  mechanisms for each. In addition, 
I also have learned of the number of  church keys parishioners have from either current 
committee  responsibilities, or long ago responsibilities with those keys remaining  on their 
key chains.   

We are looking at the overall security of  both the church and school and various solutions 
for exterior doors and  keys. Currently, it appears as if the doors most frequently unlocked 
and  accessed include: 

• The service driveway door to the church office hallway 
• The service driveway door to the kitchen 
• The Sacristy door to the outside 
• The Memorial garden door to the hallway 
• The Parish hall doors from the courtyard 
• The Service entrance door to the Library hallway 

Each  time one of these doors opens a warning tone is activated to alert the office staff that someone has 
entered the building.  This is a frequent  alert throughout the day and can be unsettling if someone is in the  
office working alone after hours. 

Saint Anne’s sexton Lee Cousins and other staff and clergy regularly check the doors yet we have found sev-
eral to be unlocked at times when they should not be. With that in mind, we ask all parishioners to note the 
following request for certain doors in  particular: 

NAVE:  If you need to leave the Nave after everyone has left following a service or event, the best way 
to leave is through the Narthex using the door on the left with portico at Schemanske Drive. Unlike the 
three main Narthex doors, which do not automatically lock, this particular door locks automatically 
behind the person exiting.  If  the main doors are already locked after a service has ended, please do  
not unlock one of the main doors to exit.    

KITCHEN:  The  backdoor at the kitchen seems to be left unlocked frequently. With the  service 
driveway being hidden from view, this is easy access for an outsider to gain full access to the church 
through this unlocked kitchen  door.  We ask that when you are the last one to use the kitchen, please  
ensure that the door is properly locked from the inside using the deadbolt, and then exit through the 
“main” service entrance door if that is where you parked. 

PARISH HALL:  On Sunday mornings the Parish Hall doors to the courtyard are unlocked while parish-
ioners are arriving for breakfast or formation. They are locked just before the 10:30 service so that all 
visitors enter through the Narthex doors for better security.  If you have the proper key, please  do not 
tweak the lock in order to keep the doors unlocked.  These, like other double doors also require the 
upper and lower “bolts” to be firmly secured in order for the door to be fully secured when locked.  

If  you have any questions related to this door and lock issue, please feel  free to let me know via emorgan@
saintannes.com, or my phone at  404-237-5589, extension 126.  Thank you for helping make Saint Anne’s, a 
warm,  inviting and safe place to be. 

Elaine Morgan 
Facilities Manager

mailto:emorgan%40saintannes.com?subject=
mailto:emorgan%40saintannes.com?subject=


ICONS HAVE NEW HOME

Several  beautiful icons have a new home after being installed in the 
Saint  Anne’s Library. The icons are a gift to the church by Lynn Brentnall, 
in  memory of her husband of 51 years, Edward, who died in June 2021.

Icons  are often a painting of Jesus Christ or another 
holy figure, typically  in a traditional style on wood, 
and often used as an aid to devotion in  the Byzan-
tine and other Eastern Churches. The eight icons are 
installed  on either side of the central picture window 
along with a brass plaque. 

The  Brentnall icons have an interesting history of their 
own. Lynn and  Edward travelled extensively in Europe 
in the late 1980s and early  1990s. They brought back 
these icons from their travels to Belgium,  France, the 
Netherlands and Germany.

In  a dedication ceremony in the library on April 24, 
Rev. Tim Meyers  thanked Lynn and her family for 
their gift. “We are thrilled that Lynn  is sharing these 
icons with us so that all members of our Saint Anne’s  
community can enjoy them,” Tim said. “The icons are 

really beautiful and  they enhance the library space.”

Take  a moment to visit the library and view the icons; stay a while -  
there’s plenty of comfortable seating; take a book home; it’s your  library, 
please use it!

YOU’RE INVITED On Sunday, May 22 we’re celebrating the improve-
ments to the library. Join us in the library for a reception between the 
services.

 Lynn (above, center) with 
her son, Ed, and Edward’s 
first cousin, Marti Merritt.

Fr. Tim (above) speaking 
at the dedication.
Below: Ed Brentnall, Lynn, 
Marti Merritt, Kathy Siegel 
and Julie Huston.

Saint Anne's hosts an Urban Recipe co-op at the church. Every 
other Wednesday afternoon, 12-15 families come to sort and 
receive food. Volunteers are needed for several "prep" tasks and 
welcoming participants in the co-op. Our sign-up form has been 
updated to include summer volunteer opportunities. This is a 
great opportunity for families to support our Urban Recipe Co-op 
on site at Saint Anne’s!

If you'd like to sign-up for a particular Wednesday, please click 
this link. For those reading the paper copy, please reach out to 
Amber Almond by email: nycalmond@yahoo.com.

Feel free to contact Amber if you have any questions about this 
exciting way to serve!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090948A8AD2BA02-urban1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090948A8AD2BA02-urban1


FROM THE DAY SCHOOL
Last summer, I shared that my goal for the year was to focus on relationships and re-

search, meaning I planned to learn as much as I could about the people and practices of 
Saint Anne’s. During the year, I met with every educator individually, observed classrooms, 
and facilitated discussions within and between age levels. I spoke with parents individually 
and in groups about education and school operations. I engaged the Advisory Council in a 
series of discussions about the mission and vision for the school, and I met with the admis-
sions directors of several private schools to understand their perspectives of the Day School 
while sharing my vision for our future. The three elements that consistently came out of 
those conversations were about our beautiful spaces, the warmth of the community, and 
Reggio - but not one person’s description of Reggio matched another, so I set out to better understand Reggio 
and how it is experienced at the Day School.

While I won’t go into the approach’s origins and beliefs, I will highlight one significant feature. The Reggio 
Emilia Approach, as it is designed for the preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy, does not have predetermined 
learning goals or curriculum (that is to say specific literacy, numeracy, social-emotional, or other skills to be 
developed over time). The educators there focus on creating opportunities for children to explore, collabo-
rate, and create, but they do not intentionally design experiences to develop foundational academic or social 
skills necessary for future learning, because that is not the expectation of the system in which they operate. 
However, it is important to note that the educators of Reggio Emilia repeatedly emphasize that the approach 
is supposed to be interpreted and implemented based on the needs and desires of the community it serves. 
While there are strong philosophical beliefs and theories that underpin the approach, a key element is that 
the approach is community-based and driven by the context in which it is applied. 

Americans have expectations for the early learning community and guidelines for early childhood educators 
to use when designing and implementing a developmentally appropriate curriculum. We 
have learned from neuroscience about the tremendous growth and brain development 
that happens in children from birth through age five; we have decades of research in-
dicating the importance of foundational skill development for future learning; and best 
practices in early childhood education show us how to engage young children in authentic 
and joyful learning experiences. This is the Day School’s context. Having a child-directed, 
joyful learning environment that promotes higher-order thinking skills, builds community, 

and intentionally develops foundational skills is what our community envisions - and we can have all of that. 
In fact, Day School individual educators have been providing all of those things to varying degrees for many 
years but without clarity, cohesion, or consistency. This is a recognized challenge of our program by all groups 
consulted. As such, Day School leadership has identified a need and desire to establish developmentally 
appropriate goals at each age level and to align our program across age levels. We believe this will benefit the 
children, families, educators, and the Day School program. 
  I mentioned that three elements consistently came out of conversations about the Day School. The follow-
ing are the three pillars that summarize these ideas and that will guide our community in the coming year. 
Thank you for being so supportive throughout this year of transition. Please let me know if you have any 
questions about our direction.

The Image of the Child
Inspired by social constructivist philosophies and practices, including the Reggio Emilia Approach, the Saint 
Anne’s Day School community believes each child is a unique and capable individual deserving of respect. 
As educators, we use our understanding of child development and best practices in early childhood educa-
tion to orchestrate meaningful learning experiences for children and learn alongside them. We encourage 
creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking while intentionally supporting the development of foundation-
al skills. We embrace mistakes as an opportunity for growth. 



The Environment as the Third Teacher
The Day School is a uniquely inspiring environment. Our indoor and outdoor spaces 
are designed to be functional, beautiful, and reflective of children’s learning. We 
understand that children learn through everyday life experiences and, therefore, 
utilize our entire community as our classroom, interacting with people, nature, and 
materials throughout the Saint Anne’s campus and beyond. In honor of the countless 
ways children learn and express their thoughts, we create environments that build 
confidence, provoke wonder, and encourage exploration. 

Collaboration and Documentation as a Practice
The Day School values and promotes collaboration between all its members and with members of the 
greater community. Educators work together to set intentions for learning and communication at each 
age level, resulting in clear, cohesive, and consistent experiences for children and families, while imple-
menting our child-directed and play-based emergent curriculum. Our families are supportive of the Day 
School and each other. They partner with the school to support the growth and development of each 
child and the community as a whole. Documentation of children’s thinking and learning is an integral 
part of our program; it is used to promote reflection, deepen understanding, and spark ideas.  

Rhonda Mitchell
Director

On Thursday night April 28 four hundred of us 
gathered to celebrate Agape's 25th anniversary 
and the impact Agape continues to have in the 
community.  During this 25th year, we celebrate 
Agape's success in helping children and families 
discover, embrace and achieve their full potential 
and find a pathway out of poverty.

Saint Anne's has been a big part of so many programs.  Many of us 
have tutored and mentored, provided meals, created bedroom make-
overs, donated backpacks and school supplies, 
given our Saint Anne's Giving Tree gifts, and 
made possible the Camp Mikell experience.  

Over the years Saint Anne's opened our 
doors to provide after school Mondays, two 
weeks of Camp Jump Smart each summer, mu-
sic and bells practice, and Halloween festivals.  

Also, we have partnered with Agape to 
receive a grant for social and emotional cur-
riculum for the elementary students from the 
Episcopal Community Foundation for Middle and 
North Georgia.

Agape reminds us that the actions of ONE person can change the life 
of ONE child. There are so many ways we can BE THE ONE.

BE THE ONE to find out how you can help by contacting Christine 
Stuckey, Agape's Volunteer Coordinator.  Her email is:

  cstuckey@agapeatlanta.org.  

BE THE ONE with Agape
Save the Dates

GREAT BACKPACK GIVEAWAY: JULY 29
BE THE ONE to provide supply-filled 
backpacks

ARISE: WALK, RUN, EMPOWER: 
NOVEMBER 13
BE THE ONE to pound the pavement 
with hundreds of women and girls for 
this year's Bubble-themed Walk/Run.

SAINT ANNE'S GIVING TREE:
DECEMBER
BE THE ONE to provide gifts and gift 
cards for children and seniors.

Mark your calendars and look for more 
information at http://www.agapeatlan-
ta.org/events/

If you have any questions, contact 
Ruthanna Bost 404-771-8569.

Lucille Perry and daugh-
ter Knoketta at Agape 
25.

mailto:cstuckey%40agapeatlanta.org?subject=
 http://www.agapeatlanta.org/events/ 
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HYMN SUGGESTION BOX
Deadline for suggestions: June 5

This summer, YOU get to pick the hymns! 
There is a Hymn Suggestion Box in the 
narthex and everyone is encouraged to list 
three of your favorite hymns from either The 
Hymnal 1982 or Wonder, Love and Praise. 
The box will be available through June 5 and 
we’ll begin using your selections on Sunday, 
June 19. This is open to everyone, including 
youth and children. Please click the button 
below, download and fill out the form, and 
don’t forget to bring it to church and put it 
in the box. You may also email your sugges-
tions to our music director at jschemanske@
saintannes.com. If you’ve ever said “Why 
don’t we ever sing ….?”, now’s your chance! 
The hymns chosen for the upcoming few 
weeks will be listed in the Banner so you can 
see when “your” hymn will be sung. We’ll try 
to make sure that everyone will have at least 
one of their choices selected.

Guest Preacher for June 5th, the Feast of 
Pentecost

The Rev. Canon Dr. Lang 
Lowrey, who twice served 
this parish, returns on 
Pentecost as our guest 
preacher. Many of you 
will remember that Lang 
was the Interim Rector 
during the last parish 
transition and others that 
he served at Saint Anne’s 
after graduating from Candler.

Lang serves as Canon for Christian Enterprise 
in the Episcopal Church and The Episcopal Di-
ocese of Atlanta where he draws on a long ca-
reer in turnaround management, restructuring, 
corporate finance, and along with his invest-
ment connections, helps organizations within 
the Episcopal Church transform and grow. He is 
also a member of the faculty at Emory Univer-
sity and director of The Episcopal and Anglican 
Studies Program.


