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10:00am Holy Eucharist
with Healing

Christian Education

Join us to worship, learn, and serve in Jesus’ name,
and to be equipped for your journey of life.

9:15am Sunday
All Ages—Various Locations

Pastoral Care

For communion to
the homebound
and pastoral visits, contact
the Parish Office to seek
a clergy person
404.237.5589

Office Hours
9a—4p
Monday-Friday

CAT Presentation. . . . . . . .

1

Radical Curiosity
by the Very Rev. Licia Affer. 2
On behalf of the finance committee, I want to
assure you that we work diligently to be good
stewards of your donations and good counselors to the Clergy and Vestry. We also seek to
function with full transparency. In that vein,
feel free to reach out to me or anyone on the
committee for answers to any questions you
may have about the church’s finances. Feel
free to call me or text at 404.536.7505.

By Mike Dunlap, Church
Treasurer
As the church treasurer
and longtime member of
the finance committee I’m
happy to join in with Peter Almond, Chair of the
Finance Committee, to share updates and
thoughts about finances. One thought for you
today:
If you are an investor in the stock market
you have experienced, and I hope benefited from,
a long positive run-up in stock prices. If this is the
case, you probably have capital gains in these
stocks which are taxable. As you probably know,
but I’ll remind you, you can donate shares to the
church through a stock transfer and, for most
people, this will result in a double benefit on your
taxes. You will avoid paying taxes on the stock
gains and, of course, you will reap the tax benefit
of the donation. Consider it. Any questions, check
with your tax advisor.
Cont. in next column

Yours in Christ,
Mike Dunlap
A quick look at our August 25 Habitat for
Humanity Build. Thank you to our wonderful
Habitat ministers!

Meeting Jesus at CCG
By Ethel Wright
. . . . . .3
One More Thing re IWC
by Lisle Waits . . . . . . . . . . 4
Bringing Faith Home
by the Rev. Tim Meyers . . . 4
ECW: Women Together
by Molly Scott . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Stewardship for the Spirit
by Bill Bost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

The Vestry and other Church leaders hear the interpretation of the CAT.

6-week calendar . . . . . . . . . .7

The Rev. Frank Baltz, our Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT)
consultant, will join us to share and interpret the data from our
CAT survey. What do we believe is working for us? How should we
change, if at all? What are our priorities as a Parish? Rev. Baltz will
tell us what we had to say about ourselves.

Double Benefit on Your Taxes
By Mike Dunlap . . . . . . . . . . 8

Since the process requires some time, we’ll follow this modified
worship schedule on September 9:

The Drums of St. Anne’s
by Dr. Joyce Schemanske . . 6

8 – 8:45 am Rite I Holy Eucharist
9 am CAT in the Parish Hall
11-11:45 am Rite II Holy Eucharist
11:45 am Lemonade in the Shade
The kids will have a pajama & movie party to attend during the CAT
presentation, 8:45 am—10:45 am.
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HERE TO SERVE YOU
Tel.: 404.237.5589
Hours: 9am-4pm, M-F

Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude
of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards
of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of
you has received. 1 Peter 4:8-10

In his book Reaching Out: The Three Movements of the Spiritual Life, Henri
Nouwen observes that for most of us hospitality conjures up images of “tea parties, bland
conversation, and a general atmosphere of coziness.” Yet although we often think of it as a
tame and pleasant practice, Christian hospitality has always had a subversive, countercultural
dimension.
The early Church, the communities described in the Book of Acts, were looked at with puzzlement by some and awe by others, because they refused to endorse the veritable system of
castes that characterized society in their times. Equality among them was fundamental. Everyone was welcome — slaves, women, actors, soldiers, the widows and the lame — and more
importantly everyone was cherished, every contribution recognized.
Author Christine D. Pohl reminds us that recognition involves “respecting the dignity and
equal worth of every person and valuing their contributions, or at least their potential contributions, to the larger community.” Exclusion occurs when the other is considered less than
valuable, when their worth is not acknowledged. It is a direct consequence of not taking the
time to get to know the other, to hear their story, to discover their gifts.
The early Christians knew that everyone they met was a gift from God and carried within
them God’s image. They understood that their role was to go out, walk with all sorts of people
wherever they may be in their journey, and welcome them in: into their homes, into their
places of worship, into the Kingdom of God.
In a recent article, Susan Olson, assistant dean of students at Yale Divinity School, recalls the
most powerful experience of hospitality she ever had. Upon visiting a church with her
students, an usher approached them in the narthex and after welcoming them asked “tell me
about your journey.” Although initially they took the question literally, the conversation soon
shifted to their journey of faith, the journey that had taken them to seeking Christ in that particular place and time. With a simple question, the usher recognized them as children of God
and welcomed the gift of their presence and of their stories.
At a time when some of the most complex political and ethical tensions in the world center
upon recognizing and treating people as equals, Christian hospitality can provide a model of
openness and curiosity toward the other that is radical and transformational. May we be
always willing to open our arms, our ears, and our hearts to welcome the other as Jesus
welcomes each and every one of us into His Body.
Amen.

Rector
The Very Rev. Licia Affer
laffer@saintannes.com
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Claire Davis, Senior Warden
Janice Howell, Junior Warden
Michael Dunlap, Treasurer
Peter Almond, Finance Chair
Class of 2018
Lawrence Daniel
Claire Davis
Rhea Dignam
Whitney Lewallen
Class of 2019
Richard Childers
Janice Howell
Nan Hunter
Chris Montgomery
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Patrick Cobb
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Scott Miller
Parish Administrator
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The Vestry and I encourage every member of St. Anne’s to join us on September 15th at St.
David’s in Roswell, 9a — 3p, for a special Invite Welcome Connect Workshop. We will learn
together how we can increase our capacity for Christian Hospitality at St. Anne’s and fulfill our
sacred calling to be ministers of the Gospel in our community. To register: go to
www.saintannes.com, scroll down to the calendar and go to the entry for Sept. 15.
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Dr. Joyce Schemanske
Director of Music
jschemanske@saintannes.com
Tabitha Tobiassen
Director of Youth Ministries
ttobiassen@saintannes.com
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By Dr. Joyce Schemanske

E-mail Scott Miller
smiller@saintannes.com
or call 404.237.5589

Drums in the Episcopal Church – what’s going on
here?! Except for the occasional tambourine or
discreet triangle, we Episcopalians are not noted for
our creative use of percussion instruments. However,
Send in full or “actual” size for best
in church music, as in other forms of music, there are
reproduction. Include the date of the
always new trends. Rather than putting sacred lyrics
picture, the activity/event, names of
to “pop-style” tunes, many churches are currently
people pictured. Note: we will not
investigating the authentic religious music of other cultures to see how it
publish names of children in pictures
might fit in their services.
without permission.
In order to perform this music well, we need to have the
If you do not want us to use your photo
instruments that are used to accompany it. Thanks to a generous
or information in communications, please
memorial gift, St. Anne’s now has a complete set of World Drumming
email Scott Miller at the address above.
percussion instruments, including fourteen large drums! This gift was
given
In loving memory of Henry “Gary” Pannell: ‘If a man does
not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he
hears a different drummer. Let him step to the music which
he hears, however measured or far away’.
(Henry David Thoreau)
Of course, so many wonderful instruments need a place to live, and
thanks to another generous memorial gift we were able to have two
beautiful custom-made cabinets built to house these additions to our
music program. This gift was given
In loving memory of David Lowes Houk: . . . a time to weep
and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.
(Ecclesiastes 3:4).
Here are descriptions of some of the more unfamiliar instruments we
have been given: 1) Djembe: a West African drum played by bare hands;
the name means “everyone gather around”; 2) Buffalo Drums: based on
the drums of the indigenous cultures of the Americas and played by a
single mallet; 3) Axaste: a shaker made from a hollow gourd with beads
around it; and 4) Gankogui: a cast iron instrument with two bells of
different pitches played by a wooden striker.
These instruments will be blessed at our 10:30 AM service on
September 30 and played for the first time at the offertory. Keep listening for these new sounds during the coming year!

Snug in their beautiful cabinets, just a few of the new percussion instruments that will
enable us to bring to life the religious music of other cultures.
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Where we meet Jesus Christ
By Ethel Wright
"Brothers and Sisters in Christ, I have Good News.
God is here, God is right here with us, and this is Holy Ground."
— The Common Ground Call to Worship
We gathered in a corner of Woodruff Park in downtown Atlanta a block from the Rialto Theater, the Birch trees our shelter from then early afternoon sun. A table was set with a wooden
cross and linens indicating the church season. The Priest’s and Deacon’s only vestments were the
stoles of their order.

The community gathered slowly, greeting each other and especially welcoming us. We were guests
today at the Church of the Common Ground and the Lord’s table. Many of the folks had slept the
night before in doorways, under bridges, and in shelters, and carried their possessions.

We’re excited
about the world that
Whirl
will bring to
our children!

St. Anne’s will begin using the Whirl
Lectionary Sunday School curriculum
when Formation classes begin this year
on Sept. 16, 9:15 am. This lectionarybased curriculum makes it easy for kids to
make connections between Sunday
School and the Church year. It grabs their
attention with entertaining and theologytargeted Bible stories that help them seek
faith and understanding through the
Bible’s message. We’ll use this curriculum
for grades Pre-K through 5. If you have
any questions or would like to know more
about participating in Children’s Ministry
please contact:
Tabi at ttobiassens@saintannes.com or
Rev. Tim at tmeyers@saintannes.com.

There was music, old spirituals and the fountain waterfall and the voices of people gathering a block
away for a rally against gun violence in the schools. Jimmy gave me a hug and thanked me for coming
and then asked me to watch his back pack while he joined the worship team. In a circle holding
hands, we prayed together for each other and those that were not there, and the Spirit was there.
The bread and grape juice became the Body and Blood of another homeless Person, Jesus, and we
received Him. The service was short but complete, praying for others in the community by name and
especially for a member who was buried that week, and the Lord’s prayer — revised to reflect the
language of the streets — and we were sent into the world, to serve Him and to love one another.
Mathew 25:40 tells us, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” We brought our offering, prepared by the hands of our St Anne’s
family - a sandwich, a boiled egg, fruit, snacks, and water for the summer day ahead, and “one of his
family” asked us to return. I will. Come join us next time, September 9th. You will find Jesus there.
We will make lunches on Saturday Sept. 8 (time TBD) and go down to CCG Sunday the
9th after the CAT presentation* to worship with the Church of the Common Ground, serve lunches,
and have a September birthday cake!
*See details about the CAT presentation and our modified worship schedule for that day on page 1.
3

By Molly Scott

By Lisle Waits, Altar Guild Co-Chair
Last month I shared my experiences at the June INVITE WELCOME CONNECT conference at Sewanee,
but one of the most important points had to wait until this month’s issue. This is critical: I learned that
there is one thing that happens for sure when you invite, welcome, and connect new people in your
community . . . change. Change is difficult and hard to wrap your head around sometimes. When
there is change there is usually a loss. My workshop facilitator said that people want change, they just don’t want the
loss associated with change. The stages we go through are very similar to grieving. We have to accept that loss, and
then we have to adapt to the change. I have seen this in our parish in the last several years. In my altar guild ministry,
I tell everyone to be flexible and when something changes, accept it and roll with it. Our church has to change and
upgrade where needed, otherwise we will be left behind when it comes to drawing people into our community and
ministering to them.
Be sure to register for the Sept. 15 IWC workshop at St. David’s in Roswell. See details on page 2.

For stability that you can count on:
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8

By The Reverend Tim Meyers, Associate Rector
“Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith
and life?” This is one of the questions that is asked when a child is presented for baptism. It is a
heavy question that puts a lot of responsibility on parents and godparents, especially those raising
children with so much competing for their attention in today’s culture. It also brings up a string of
other questions: How do I raise children in the faith? How long do I do this? What resources are
available? There is no instruction manual for raising children in the faith, only God and the Church.
But there is good news: We don’t have to do it by ourselves. We can call upon the help and
support of others who have raised children in the faith and those who still are. We, as the Church,
help each other raise our children in the faith!
Beginning September 16 and meeting monthly during Christian Formation, a new group, open to all, will begin to
explore how we are raising our children in the Episcopal faith. Using the book Faith at Home: A Handbook for
Cautiously Christian Parents, we will explore the challenges of raising faithful children in today’s climate and look at
how families practice faith in their homes. We will look carefully at our own faith and support each other in fulfilling
our Baptismal promises to our children, the Church, and God. Come be a part of this shared journey!

ECW stands for Episcopal Church Women and, generally speaking, is a number of small
gatherings of St. Anne’s women and friends. There are several chapters at St. Anne’s – most
are based on a certain day/time and two are focused on specific groups of women (moms of
young children and St. Anne’s Terrace ladies). I am a member of the moms of young children
chapter which includes church moms, day school moms, and others!
Each chapter chooses its monthly programs based on member interests. My chapter has been
a great resource for me as a mother, wife, and woman, from tips about habits of healthy
moms to family nutrition to incorporating community service into our children’s lives. It has been a significant way for
me to bond with women going through similar phases of life and a way for me to feel more a part of our church. It is a
space for us to support each other, develop deeper connections within our group, make new friends, and enjoy our
time with fellow moms. We are all very busy and are encouraged to come as much as possible, but it is understood
when we cannot make it.
This fall I encourage you to try an ECW chapter that fits your schedule. You will meet new women, possibly
see old friends, and learn something new! And don’t forget the ECW Kick-Off Supper on Sunday, September 23!

ECW Salad Tasting Supper in the Parish Hall
Sunday, September 23
Social Time begins at 5:30 pm
Dinner at 6:00 pm
More details will follow in the Sunday B’Anne’Rs and eB’Anne’Rs

By Bill Bost, Stewardship Team Coordinator
As we approach our Stewardship Kickoff on September 30, and Consecration Sunday on October
21, we reflect on Christian stewardship.
The goal of Christian stewardship is the faithful management of all that God has given us, so that
we can use God’s gifts both to transform ourselves spiritually and to reach out to others with the
transforming love of Jesus Christ.
Christian stewardship never ends. It is an ongoing practice of giving back to God from our time, talents, and treasure,
which are all part of the bounty that God has bestowed upon us. Financial stewardship is management of our treasure
in such a way that we do not use our treasure purely for selfish ends. Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” Our giving focuses on God and what God is calling us to do to further God’s work in the world, and
to bring others the message of Christ’s love for all mankind.
Christian stewardship is much more than fundraising. It helps us to grow spiritually in our relationship with God
through the faithful management and use of all that God has given us. My wife Ruthanna and I find Christian stewardship fulfilling; it feels good to give of our time and treasure. It helps us progress a little way along our spiritual journey.
Over the years that I have worked with the Stewardship Team, my understanding of stewardship has changed
profoundly. Years ago, I viewed stewardship as primarily fundraising. However, over time, I have come to understand
that it is not at all about fundraising, but about giving of ourselves. This realization has strengthened my faith, and
given me a deeper understanding of what it means to be a Christian.
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As we move toward Consecration Sunday on October 21, 2018, let us prayerfully consider the question, “What
percentage of my income is God calling on me to give?”
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