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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Christian Education

Join us to worship, learn, and serve in Jesus’ name,
and to be equipped for your journey of life.

9:15am Sunday
All Ages—Various Locations

Pastoral Care

For communion to
the homebound
and pastoral visits, contact
the Parish Office to seek
a clergy person
404.237.5589

Office Hours
9a—4p
Monday-Friday

In the Litany of Penitence that we pray on Ash Wednesday (BCP p.267ff) we ask
God to accept our repentance “For our waste and pollution of God’s creation, and
our lack of concern for those who come after us.” In other words, we repent of
another instance of not loving God and not loving our neighbor.
God, who is still birthing and creating, proclaimed in Genesis that the natural world
is good and made us overseers of it so that it may continue to bring awe and gratitude into our hearts. How are we responding to God’s mandate? What kind of
world, what kind of Earth are we leaving for the generations who will follow us?
I am proud to say that in the past five years, our church community has taken some important steps
in becoming a better steward of Creation, and as proud as we are of our work and of the recognition
it has brought, we know that what we are doing is only the starting point of a journey.
Like anything else in the Christian life, it begins with awareness and repentance: we are accountable
to God for the loss of biodiversity on the planet, for the indiscriminate exploitation of land and
people, for the waste of energy and resources. Then, our repentance must turn into a firm resolve to
love our neighbors. How? By continuing to educate ourselves to what is happening and to our many
opportunities for action. By being mindful of the choices we make and the behaviors in which we
engage on a daily basis as individuals and as a community. By becoming active allies to those who are
directly affected by environmental degradation. We cannot avert our eyes from God’s children
around the globe who are starving because of drought or dying of thirst as their water sources are
contaminated or dry up.
We know that each of us is called to do our small part to care for God’s creation. We can do even
more when we put our minds and hearts together. As a whole church, Episcopalians have promised
to place the care of God's Creation at the heart of our common life. Together, we have taken up
Church-wide action in order to safeguard the integrity of Creation and to sustain and renew the life of
the Earth. If this matters to you and you want to know more, I invite you to go to
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/creation-care
E-mail Scott Miller
smiller@saintannes.com
or call 404.237.5589
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HERE TO SERVE YOU

by Dr. Joyce Schemanske, Director of Music
Probably the best-known musical setting of the story of creation is the
oratorio “The Creation” by Franz Joseph Haydn, written between 1797
and 1798. It is based on the story as told in the book of Genesis and was
probably inspired when Haydn visited England several times between
1791 and 1795. While there, he heard the oratorios of George Frederick
Handel, such as “Israel in Egypt” and “Messiah.” “The Creation” is scored for three soloists,
chorus and orchestra and is in three parts. In the first two, the soloists represent the angels
Raphael, Uriel, and Gabriel, whereas in the third part they represent Adam and Eve. The
choruses from this work that are most frequently performed separately in church are “The
Heavens Are Telling” and “Achieved is the Glorious Work.”
Although oratorios and operas are similar, there are some major differences. Operas are dramatic musical works in one or more acts written for singers and instrumentalists. They use
acting, scenery, props, costumes, and sometimes dance. The plots are usually drawn from
legends, history, or mythology. An oratorio is also a large musical composition for orchestra
and singers, but the chorus plays a much larger role than it usually
does in an opera. Although roles can be assigned to the soloists, such
as the three angels in “The Creation”, there is no interaction between
them. Oratorios are concert pieces and use no costumes, props, or
scenery. The plots are usually sacred in nature and are drawn from
Biblical stories or the lives of the saints. Oratorios were extremely
popular in early seventeenth century Italy, possibly because of the
success of opera at that time. Because the Roman Catholic Church
prohibited “spectacles” during the season of Lent, opera audiences
Franz Joseph Haydn
turned to oratorios for entertainment!

Tel.: 404.237.5589
Hours: 9am-4pm, M-F

Rector
The Very Rev. Licia Affer
laffer@saintannes.com

Vestry
Marla Moore, Senior Warden
Chris Montgomery,
Junior Warden
Michael Dunlap, Treasurer
Peter Almond, Finance Chair
Class of 2019
Richard Childers
Janice Howell
Nan Hunter
Chris Montgomery
Class of 2020
RJ Briscione
Marla Moore
Bret Schiller
Nancy Skinner
Class of 2021
Judith Brown
Jeffrey Collins
Dick Haining
Leah Tennille

Clergy
by James McClatchey, Parishioner
As far as we can tell, the only place human beings can survive
in the reachable universe is the thin layer of atmosphere about
5 miles thick surrounding the earth. We may disagree about
how fragile or robust our environment is, but we all know we
cannot exist without it. How should we as Christians think
about our environment? Three ideas are fundamental.
Creation is holy. The only scientific statement in the Bible is that
the world was created. Genesis teaches us that creation has
intrinsic not just utilitarian value. At creation, “God saw that it
was good.” The Holy Spirit, described as the “breath” of God, is
life-giving. The Holy Spirit is biocentric. When we fail to care for our environment, we are
damaging the sacred.
God is relational. Everything in our environment is connected. St. Paul put it this way: “God is
before all things, and in God all things hold together.” Theologian Denis Edwards has said “The
Trinitarian insight that God’s very being is relational provides a basis for a vision of the fundamental reality of the universe as relational. The interrelatedness that ecologists find in the
biosphere on Earth, and the interrelatedness that science discovers at all levels from quantum
physics to cosmology, spring from a God whose being is to be in relationship.” The human
environment and the natural environment deteriorate together.
God is just. As Wendell Berry has said “Whether we and our politicians know it or not, Nature
is party to all our deals and decisions, and she has more votes, a longer memory, and a sterner sense of justice than we do.” The destiny of man and of creation is redemption, but God is
not a cosmic housekeeper. We will live in whatever messes we create.
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The Rev. Tim Meyers,
Associate Rector
tmeyers@saintannes.com

Staff
Laura Calvert
Financial AdminIstrator
lcalvert@saintannes.com
Patrick Cobb
Facilities Manager
pcobb@saintannes.com
Lee Cousins
Sexton
Scott Miller
Parish Administrator
smiller@saintannes.com
Dr. Joyce Schemanske
Director of Music
jschemanske@saintannes.com
Tabitha Tobiassen
Director of Youth Ministries
ttobiassen@saintannes.com
“ . . . serve one another humbly in
love.” Galatians 5:15

7

MAY 2019

ISSUE 8

MAY 2019

ISSUE 8

by Gini Cobb, Parishioner
by The Reverend Tim Meyers, Associate Rector

But ask the animals, and they will teach you;
the birds of the air, and they will tell you;
ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you;
and the fish of the sea will declare to you.
Who among all these does not know
that the hand of the LORD has done this?
In his hand is the life of every living thing
and the breath of every human being.
Job 12:7-10

Although Christianity is the largest religion in the world, only 33% of the world's population is Christian. So,
what are the prospects for eternal life for the other 4 billion people? Join author and scholar Jeffrey Small
on May 12 and 19 in the Commons Room for a lively presentation on the ancient origins of the concept of resurrection as
well as comparative views of heaven and eternal life in Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, and other more ancient
religions that may have influenced these faiths’ outlook on our ultimate destinies. What can we learn from traditions that
are different from our own that may enlighten our views on the meaning of salvation? Can we view eternal life not as the
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow of our lives but instead seek to find salvation during this life?
About Jeffrey Small
Jeffrey Small is an entrepreneur, author and speaker who holds degrees from Yale, Harvard, and Oxford Universities. He
has taught World Religions as an adjunct professor at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology, written a religion
column for the Huffington Post, and he currently serves as the founder and CEO of real estate investment company MDH
Partners. His debut novel, The Breath of God, won the Nautilus Book Award Gold Medal for Best Fiction and was hailed as
"a thought-provoking masterpiece" by RT Book Reviews and "visionary fiction" by Library Journal. His second novel, The
Jericho Deception, won the IPPY Book Awards Gold Medal for Best Suspense/Thriller and soared to #8 of all fiction books
on Amazon. Active in the Episcopal Church, Jeffrey has studied Yoga in India, practiced Buddhist meditation in Bhutan,
explored the ancient temples in Egypt, and journeyed throughout the Holy Land. His web site: www.jeffreysmall.com

I suppose I came by my love for animals honestly — OK call it a passion! I grew up in a large family, raised by tolerant
parents who encouraged their children to nurture and care for God's creatures, domestic and otherwise. And so we
did . . . from goldfish to snakes and a baby alligator or two, as well as injured birds, bunnies and squirrels. There was
always at least one dog and an occasional cat in residence, who were accepted members of the family. It was a learning experience beyond that of any classroom. After all, we humans were charged with the dominion and care of
animals by Holy Scripture !
Patrick and I have shared our home with five dogs and three cats over the last
forty-seven years. They have all been amazing companions and teachers, and
most were graced with long lives. We experienced such joy together and have
fond memories of wonderful years with each of them! Also, through their
experiences with various injuries or diseases we have shared and learned a
great deal about trust, devotion, pain, nobility, patience, tolerance, sadness,
and deep grief, from another perspective.

by Ethel Wright and Nancy Brockway, Stained Glass Artists and Parishioners

May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our hands for us;
yes, establish the work of our hands. Psalm 90:17
Located in the foothills of north Georgia 90 minutes from Atlanta, the Mikell Folk School is the only
folk school in Georgia. Experienced artists offer classes in multiple art forms including stained glass,
woodturning, weaving, knitting, painting, soap making, copper enameling, pottery, and many more.
Schools are held in October and the first weekend in March.
With the help of St. Anne’s members Martha McClatchey, Dick and Catherine
Haining, and Glenna Smith, the Mikell Folk School was born as an outgrowth of
The Work of Our Hands, which itself was founded in 2000 by St. Anne’s former
rector and Episcopal bishop Frank Allan after his retirement. The folk school
gives people from all backgrounds the opportunity to learn a new craft they may
never have thought about trying before in a non-competitive environment. The folk school
experience comes out of the Danish folk school model of the 19th century.

Maddie and Angel, beloved family members who
have passed on

The immeasurable and unconditional love of an animal is beyond any description!
It's all there in the book of Job: “But ask the animals, and they will teach you; the
birds of the air, and they will tell you; In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of every human being.

St. Anne’s is blessed to have many beautiful pockets of God’s creation throughout our campus where parishioners
and guests can feel welcome to sit, stand, walk; to think, consider, wonder. Or just be. Just a few of them:

In the belief that we are all created in God’s image and therefore are also
creators, we are called to get in touch with our creative “gifts.” Over a weekend at the Mikell Folk
School one might find an opportunity to explore that creativity, learning a new art form which can
become a new labor of love.
But as important as the opportunity to explore one’s creative side is the opportunity to meet people
from other parishes and parts of Georgia, to enjoy the early Spring or Fall in the mountains, wonderful meals, and fellowship, and to worship in the newly renovated Chapel, the work of the artists.
The next Mikell Folk School will be October 25 -27 with registration coming soon. It is far less expensive and closer to Atlanta than the John C. Campbell Folk School, the only other folk school anywhere near the Atlanta
area. Come join us for a weekend, get in touch with your creativity, and make many new friends. For more information
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go to: http://campmikell.com/mikell-folk-school/.

The Memorial Carden

Outside the Commons Room
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by Kym Cook, Studio Educator for St. Anne’s Day School, in collaboration with educators Lauren Akin and Tena Sarabia
Each month we will focus on one of the many wonderful ministries of St. Anne’s. This month, with the help
of parishioner Judith Brown, we turn the spotlight on our Pastoral Care ministry.
During a recent meeting, I was trying to resist a surge of envy of my fellow meeting attendees – all of whom I fancied as
living stress-free, charmed lives. Suddenly one of the objects of my envy quietly spoke. She asked for prayers for the
resolution of a family crisis that was too much for her to bear by herself. After she spoke, one by one, others shared their
own acute and chronic anxieties and worries of sickness, death, alienation, loneliness, family problems, and other concerns
that were all too familiar.
I realized that this was not the first time I had been part of a gathering when “charmed people” revealed that they were
coping with issues that belied their exterior calm. As Reverend Licia says, we are all broken.

None of us can be protected from life’s problems, but neither do we have to face them alone. Since its beginning, Saint
Anne’s has had a long tradition of supporting its members in both happy and sad times. Sometimes, however, we forget
that such help is available to us. The Saint Anne’s Pastoral Care Committee works to be present when help is needed.
Sometimes this presence is as simple as sending a card acknowledging an illness, providing flowers for members who have
new babies; or delivering meals to those who are bereaved or incapacitated, but it can also be more.
The Pastoral Care Committee coordinates clergy and lay support to parishioners. Both Reverend Licia and Reverend Tim
stress that providing pastoral care is one of their most important ministries. They listen, pray, anoint, and administer the
Eucharist. Most importantly, they are a supportive presence.
Saint Anne’s also has an active Community of Hope (COHI) which includes trained, commissioned church members who are
also present to those who request support. The COHI members visit individuals and their families at their homes, Saint
Anne’s Terrace, residential and assisted living facilities, hospitals, and just about any other place they are needed. All visits
are confidential and offer an opportunity to share sorrow, loneliness, fear, and anxiety in a confidential, nonjudgmental
setting.
Life can be hard, but as Christians we are called to help each other. If you or someone you know needs loving, confidential
support, please contact Victoria Davis, Pastoral Care Coordinator, at Victoria.e.davis@gmail.com or 410.279.3049 or any of
the following individuals:
The Very Reverend Licia Affer – laffer@saintannes.com; 404-237-5589
Reverend Tim Meyers –tmeyers@saintannes.com; 404-237-5589
Scott Miller – smiller@saintannes.com: 404-237-5589
Harriette Hine, COHI Facilitator – HarrietteHine@gmail.com; 278-234-3084
Pat Royalty, COHI Facilitator – patclarkroyalty@gmail.com: 404-355-1516
Any COHI member— CohiResources@gmail.com
Any Vestry member— Richard Childers, Janice Howell, Nan Hunter, Chris Montgomery, RJ Briscione, Marla Moore, Bret
Schiller, Nancy Skinner, Judith Brown, Jeffrey Collins, Dick Haining, Leah Tennille

The Sun Room children made many trips with their classroom and studio teachers to the koi pond at the Terrace this fall.
The educators discussed the possibilities of challenging the children to observe and potentially represent the colors they
observed at the koi pond. We wondered: What colors and parts of the koi pond would they want to talk about? What are
the engaging aspects of the koi pond they seem to enjoy revisiting over and over?
On this day, Hudson, Wesley and Townsend were drawing on their clipboards and
sharing their ideas with each other.
“The pond is a wiggly bumpy circle.” – Hudson
“The pond goes from here to there. It’s water. I want to smooth it out for the rocks.” –
Townsend

The boys began to make many observations to each other about the mechanics of the
koi pond. “I see a pipe. I think it comes from here up to there. The fish can’t survive if you put seeds and stuff in the water
or in the pipe.” – Hudson
In the studio, there was discussion about the shape and color of the ponds. Not everyone could agree on the details. Soon there were many different opinions on the colors,
shape and inhabitants of the koi pond we were trying to create – 15 different opinions to
be exact. The educators wondered: How can we find common ground to make agreements about how to create this pond, given that each child had their own perspective on
what they experience there?
After several discussions, we started thinking: What if we made a collaborative pond that allowed each child to design
their own part? A plan was set into motion to invite the class to build a pond with many pieces – enough for fifteen
designers, at least.
“You don’t need to design it, it’s already designed by God.” - Banks
More thinking about koi ponds, fish and lily pads: “Fish don’t even have goggles
because they have power for animals who live underwater.” – Maggie
“Ocean water comes and kinda goes from a pipe and comes from the ocean. If you
want to go to the beach, you need water. If there’s no water, it’s just a lot of sand.
Fish can’t breathe without water.” – Wesley
“Lily pads are for frogs to live on, they jump and they live on them. They can sleep
and jump on them anyway. Lily pads are sometimes beds, and they are for jumping
and they go in them.” – Ozzie

by Patrick Cobb, Facilities Manager
Composting is our latest Creation Care Ministry in our quest to become more
sustainable. Why composting? We need to reduce the waste being sent to landfills. Research shows that one half of the food waste in our garbage bins could
have been composted. Where do we start? We have two large reach-in
refrigerators containing leftovers from various church functions and inevitably
the majority of this food winds up in the dumpster. Food that could have been
composted! Composting is an inexpensive way to transform kitchen and garden
waste into a valuable nutrient-filled food for your outdoor plants. Composting
for one year can save global warming gases equal to all the CO2 your washing machine produces in three months. So let’s
get started! Come join Pat Royalty, Maurizio Affer, and Katherine and Greg Mitchell, plus one person (me) who knows
nothing about COMPOSTING. Interested? Contact me at pcobb@saintannes.com or 404.237.5589.

Some Pastoral Care Team members:
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