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Christian Education

Join us to worship, learn, and serve in Jesus’ name,
and to be equipped for your journey of life.

9:15am Sunday
All Ages—Various Locations
Sept—May

Pastoral Care

For communion to
the homebound
and pastoral visits, contact
the Parish Office to seek
a clergy person
404.237.5589

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in . . .
Matthew 25:35

Office Hours
9a—4p
Monday-Friday

Being involved in the Mission and Outreach committee of our parish brings me a
sense of gratitude for the people in our church and the way we share our time, treasure and talent in
the community around us. Like many leaders, I also wonder what is next for us? What opportunities
should we be offering to seek and serve Christ in all persons? Are we making the best use of our resources?

By Bill Welch, Parishioner
My earliest musical memory is sitting quietly in a pew as a toddler, listening to my father
accompany choir rehearsal at our church. During my early years, virtually every musical
influence I had revolved around the church. We didn’t listen to the radio. We did have a
phonograph, but the few records my father had were heavily slanted towards church and
classical music. My first record was “A Child’s Introduction to the Great Composers.”
With that background, it’s not surprising that I wound up studying organ. However, after
many years of study, and several positions as church organist, I realized that the church was becoming simply a “job” for me. I decided to leave the church music profession, but the music of the church is still very
much at my core.
I am not a natural performer. My brother, who is also a church musician and a
fine natural performer, once challenged me: “Why don’t you make recordings
and do more self-promotion to share your gift with more people?” I answered
“Paul, for you music is evangelism. For me it’s prayer.” My greatest peace is
found alone at the organ or harpsichord, where I can explore the spiritual
depth I find expressed through this universal language. Even the dance music
for the harpsichord evokes for me our natural movement, which is all part of
creation.
That said, I do find it rewarding to share with others those pieces that mean a
lot to me. Whenever I perform, I strive to shine the light on the music instead
of me. If I’m nervous, I pray silently, asking that I be made transparent, serving
only as a prism to refract the music I am playing onto the listener. Hopefully in
that way I can share the truths I find with others.
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A visit to an Urban Recipe food co-op three years ago planted a seed in my mind and I have waited and
prayed to see what would come of it. On a dreary February day, I observed as a group convened in the
basement of a church in Grant Park. Fifty people of varying ages and abilities greeted each other,
shared coffee, sorted food, held a meeting with prayer and song, and then loaded boxes of food into
cars, buses and carts for their families. Last year, I realized that a food co-op might be the answer to
some of the bigger questions that I had for our committee and church. I started to look into the
possibility of joining with Urban Recipe to meet the needs of people in our close community and to
invite people into our church in a new way.
Urban Recipe’s mission is “To partner with our members and supporters in creating food security,
building community, and providing a platform for personal development while affirming dignity.”
Hosting a food co-op would allow us to provide food for 15-50 families in our community. We would
welcome co-op members every two weeks to sort food from the Atlanta Food bank for their families,
host a meeting, and build relationships. I truly believe that this partnership would bring out the best in
our parish-sharing our space, giving to those in need, and forming relationships with others in the
neighborhoods around us. It is the ultimate opportunity to Invite, Welcome
and Connect.
Please join me in welcoming Jeremy Lewis, Executive Director of Urban
Recipe, at Adult Formation on October 20th, and learn more about “one of
the most creative programs in building community and empowering its
clients.”*

Bill’s Sorli harpsichord

by Amber Almond
Mission & Outreach Team Leader
*Bill Bolling, Founder of the Atlanta Community Food Bank.

www.urbanrecipe.org

by The Reverend Tim Meyers
In the midst of everything that Jesus did during his life, including exorcism, healings, miracles (or signs, in
John’s Gospel), teaching and formation were very important to him, his disciples, and the early Christian
communities that heard the Gospels firsthand. The Gospels tell us many times that Jesus continuously
taught the people whom he met during his itinerant ministry. Jesus traveled throughout the area around
Galilee, teaching and proclaiming the Kingdom of God. The Gospels tell us on several occasions about those who responded to his teaching either in good, bad, or puzzled ways. But what about those who heard, saw, and truly embraced what he
taught? We don’t know what happened to the majority of them, but, chances are, they were changed by Jesus’ teachings
and may not have realized it until later. And we can be changed and formed not only by his teachings but by engaging with
and learning through a variety of education and formation offerings.
This year, we will have blocks of formation focused on a particular topic, sometimes broken into several sessions in order to
spend more time on them and learn in greater detail. We will kick off the program year September 8 with a three-week
block on how we can respond to the current immigration and border crises. We will have a block on how we understand
the Kingdom of God and on understanding Episcopal polity. Jeff Small will return to do a four-week series about how other
religions and faiths view and understand Jesus, and Jay Sidebotham, noted priest and cartoonist, will share with us his
unique take on humor and faith. There will be plenty of opportunities to learn, so I invite the community to attend and
participate in formation not only to learn, but perhaps be surprised by what you may learn that you had no idea you didn’t
know! Who knows, you might just take away something that will change you like the people who heard Jesus’ teachings.

by Jerusha Stewart, Parishioner
I worked as an attorney for more than 35 years in private practice, corporate and government. While I
found aspects of my work personally rewarding, nothing I did compares to the personal satisfaction I get
from volunteering at Agape tutoring students and with Buckhead Christian Ministry as an intake volunteer.
Before going to law school, I obtained a master’s degree in special education and taught school for a year.
I have always had a soft spot for teaching, and my work at Agape as a Cupp Reading tutor is very rewarding. It is wonderful
to see the strides made by the students as they grow. Some of their stories are truly inspiring. In many cases the students
are dealing with significant language and socioeconomic barriers. At Agape they receive the extra help they need academically as well as nourishing food and moral and spiritual guidance. Working with these students is like seeing 50 grandchildren each day. Volunteers see what a difference they make in the life of a child on a daily basis.
When I began volunteering at Buckhead Christian Ministry I did not know what to expect. I saw information about the
need for volunteers in our church bulletin, and decided to see if I could help. I currently work 3 hours once a week as an
intake volunteer. I must admit I had some negative preconceived notions, particularly about people experiencing
homelessness. I thought that most who were homeless had emotional or drug issues. Was I ever wrong! I have met and
served some of the most wonderful, kind and considerate people imaginable. I have gotten to know some of the regulars
very well and consider them friends. For me, working at BCM and
meeting these people in need is a spiritual experience every time I am
E-mail Scott Miller
there. It has changed my outlook on life for the better. I feel very
smiller@saintannes.com
blessed to have gotten to know the staff, other volunteers, and those
or call 404.237.5589
seeking help from BCM.

While caring for his sick wife, Ryan lost his
job and faced imminent eviction. BCM
helped the former chef and he eventually
opened a food truck, and is on the way to
financial stability.
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Send in full or “actual” size for best reproduction.
Include the date of the picture, the activity/event,
names of people pictured. Note: we will not
publish names of children in pictures without
permission.
EYC Lunch after leading
the 10:30 am service
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HERE TO SERVE YOU
Tel.: 404.237.5589
Hours: 9am-4pm, M-F

by The Very Reverend Licia Affer
by Victoria Davis, Volunteer Coordinator of Pastoral Care Ministries
My family and I found our “home” at St. Anne’s five years ago, after moving from Philadelphia. We
fell in love with the welcoming congregation, the celebration of children (even when they are
noisy during Sunday services!) and the focus on community, and we had no doubt St. Anne’s was
meant to be our church.
Three years ago, we came to understand just how grateful we were to find St. Anne’s. Our youngest daughter,
Catherine, was diagnosed with a very rare genetic condition after 8 days in the ICU. St. Anne’s showed up for us –
from parishioners visiting us in the hospital, to candle-light vigils, to meals and lots of prayers – we never felt alone.
Being beneficiaries of pastoral care, we jumped at the opportunity for me to join the
ministry as coordinator when Rev. Licia called. While I am still trying to find my way and
fill the big shoes left by the amazing Chris Montgomery, I am really enjoying my time in
the ministry. I want to give back to those who helped my family so much during our
most difficult time. I’d welcome any ideas to strengthen the pastoral care team and
better serve the congregation – email me at Victoria.e.davis@gmail.com any time. The
pastoral care team is here to help those in time of need – whether you need a prayer or
a visit from COHI or something else – we are here to serve. My family and I are forever
grateful to St. Anne’s.

In these troubled times, peace seems hard to find. As we look around us it seems that conflict
is everywhere: all around the country, in our communities, and within our very selves. Jesus,
the Prince of Peace, calls us to attend to our own inner peace so that we may share it with
others, drawing the circle wider from family to community to city to nation to the world. It is
holy work and we need to be equipped for it.
Last year our community began a process of self-evaluation through the Congregational
Assessment Tool. Some of the goals of this process were to assess these things about our
community: its spiritual health, its flexibility and capacity to respond to change without undue
conflict, and its ability to implement strategies that promote a deepening of faith and lead to
personal and congregational growth.
After prayerfully considering the results of this process, the Vestry has elected to enter a
one-year partnership with the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center in Chicago. The Peace
Center’s mission is to be a resource for churches of all denominations on conflict
transformation skills training and training for church leaders (lay and ordained) that is
grounded in family systems theory. To begin with, they will lead two workshops for our entire
congregation at St. Anne’s – Healthy Congregations (December 6-7) and Conflict in the
Church: Entrusted with the Message of Reconciliation (February 21-22) – aimed at increasing
the community’s capacity for healthy relationships within and outside our walls. The workshops will be followed by small group structured dialogue sessions in March and two large
group structured dialogues in April. We will then take a break for the summer and get back to
work in the fall of 2020 with a problem-solving phase that will attend to whatever specific
needs have emerged during the dialogues.

by Melissa Baugher, Confirmation Leader
When people ask me why I enjoy preparing eighth graders for
Confirmation, or why I decided in my mid-fifties to apply to Candler
School of Theology’s Master in Theological Studies program, my
thoughts turn to my father, a retired history teacher. One of my
earliest memories is sitting on his lap while he told me “map stories,”
tracing the paths of armies across the pages of the world atlas as regions of the ancient
world were conquered and lost. Throughout my formative years and to this day as a
museum docent, Dad’s greatest joy was and is to share his passion for history with young
people. He was my first and most important model of lifelong learning and teaching.
Like my father, I am passionate about history, but I am also drawn to the study of
religion. Mostly “unchurched” in my formative years, I have long been curious about the
Bible, its stories, and what attracts so many people to Christianity. It was not until I
enrolled in the four-year Education for Ministry (“EfM”) program in 2004 that I was
able to begin feeding that curiosity. And, almost as a bonus, it was during EfM that I
began to sense a call to teach youth about religion, to “equip the saints for the work
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12) I enjoy teaching
young teenagers because their questions remind me of my own — and I want to save
them decades of waiting for some of the answers. At the same time, though, I think of
new questions, so I am also a student, continuing my own education at Candler. I
remain my father’s daughter, fascinated by the “map stories,” while longing to tell
them myself.

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where
there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness,
light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in
giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

Service project for a
Confirmation Class.

Taking a lunch break during
confirmation class.

Rector
The Very Rev. Licia Affer
laffer@saintannes.com

Vestry
Marla Moore, Senior Warden
Chris Montgomery,
Junior Warden
Michael Dunlap, Treasurer
Peter Almond, Finance Chair
Class of 2019
Richard Childers
Janice Howell
Nan Hunter
Chris Montgomery
Class of 2020
RJ Briscione
Marla Moore
Bret Schiller
Nancy Skinner
Class of 2021
Judith Brown
Jeffrey Collins
Dick Haining
Leah Tennille

Clergy
The Rev. Tim Meyers,
Associate Rector
tmeyers@saintannes.com

Staff
Laura Calvert
Financial AdminIstrator
lcalvert@saintannes.com
Patrick Cobb
Facilities Manager
pcobb@saintannes.com

The process will be effective only if the whole community
participates. All voices must be heard, all questions must be
asked, all concerns attended to. On September 8th, our
Festival Sunday, I will share more about this at both our
services and will ask you to commit to this process by
answering two simple questions. Our responses will be sent
to our partners at the Peace Center. This holy work will give
us the skills we need to be true instruments of peace in our
families, in our many communities, and in the world. Please
plan to add your insights to this process by participating, as
every voice is an important voice.

Lee Cousins
Sexton
Scott Miller
Parish Administrator
smiller@saintannes.com
Dr. Joyce Schemanske
Director of Music
jschemanske@saintannes.com
Tabitha Tobiassen
Director of Children’s & Youth
Ministries
ttobiassen@saintannes.com

Blessings,

If you would like to know more about confirmation at St. Anne’s, contact Melissa at mhbaugher@outlook.com,
or the Rev. Tim Meyers at tmeyers@saintannes.com, or Tabi Tobiassen at ttobiassen@saintannes.com.

“ . . . serve one another humbly in
love.” Galatians 5:15
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by Katherine Mitchell, President of St. Anne’s
Episcopal Church Women
I am delighted and humbled to be writing as
this year’s president of Saint Anne’s
Episcopal Church Women (ECW). I first
became aware that I was a member of ECW
several years ago while I was a member of Trinity Episcopal
Church in New Orleans. One day, I received an invitation to
a Trinity ECW tea that explicitly stated that all women members of the church were automatically members of ECW and
invited to all associated activities. Sometimes it is nice to
learn that you are a member of a club you never had to apply
to join!
The same is true here at Saint Anne’s. All women are part of
ECW and are invited to participate in all associated activities.
The primary activities of ECW are organized through
individual chapters, of which Saint Anne’s has four. ECW
basically functions as an umbrella organization to these
chapters, in which women minister to each other in fellowship as well as to those outside of Saint Anne’s, particularly
women and children. For example, last year, one of our ECW
chapters put together “help and grace bags,” which are ziplock bags filled with granola bars, water, an encouraging
note, socks, and a few other necessities to share with people
experiencing homelessness.
Although I was included in Trinity Church’s ECW general
membership, I did not intentionally join a specific ECW
chapter until I began to participate in the Tuesday morning
moms group at Saint Anne’s. Parenting young children is
intense, and, like most journeys in life, is best undertaken in
the company of others. “Bear ye one another's burdens and
so fulfill the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2.
Regardless of a woman’s age or life stage, I believe that there
is something special about being in fellowship with other
women. My vision for ECW is that more women find a home
in one of our four ECW groups (contact info is on the St.
Anne’s website), or start a new group, if needed. The four
groups are: Monday night (diverse ages, meets in rotating
homes); Tuesday morning moms (mothers of young children
from babies to elementary school, meets in Commons Room
about once a month); Wednesday at the Terrace (older ages,
meets at Terrace); and Thursday morning (diverse ages,
meets in homes). Contact information for the leaders of each
group can be found on the Saint Anne’s ECW web page. In
addition, Saint Anne’s has an active Tuesday evening book
and bible study group (diverse ages, meets in homes), and we
are planning an all-ECW service project. Please do not
hesitate to contact me at katherinesmitchell@gmail.com
if you would like more information or direction or would like
4

to start an additional chapter.
My co-president, Katherine Kinser, and I hope that all
women of the parish will be able to come together for
the ECW Fall Dinner, which will be held on Sunday,
October 6 (see the invitation on page 5). We are so
grateful to Catherine Haining and Martha McClatchey,
who are co-chairing the dinner and putting together a
fabulous evening of fellowship and fun. New this year: we
are taking a break from the potluck salad supper and will
enjoy a catered dinner. It will be an evening of relaxation
and rejuvenation (and maybe new friends). In addition to
hearing from a delightful visiting speaker, we will have
representatives from each of the ECW chapters give a
brief overview of their recent activities.
Whether you are a longstanding ECW chapter member,
are considering joining a chapter, or only have time for
an occasional ECW-wide
event, we hope to see you
on October 6!

by Lisle Waits, Co-chair of the Altar Guild
When I was a little girl, I’d always hear mom say, “honey, I’m going to church, I have altar guild duty. I’ll be
back in a little while.” Yes, I was not particularly a church goer. You know how some children can be and I
was one of those. Then I got married and had children and decided I needed to expose these children to
church! I didn’t really know anyone besides my family at St. Anne’s, so I decided that I needed to get
involved. Mom chaired the altar guild for years. I said to myself, if mom can do altar guild, I can too. (Plus, mom would be
proud!) I joined in September 2001. I was so excited because the chairman put me on the schedule with my mom for
January 2002, so we would be able to do a service together. But instead my mom went to the beach with my dad, saying
we would have plenty of time to work together. We never did work together on the altar guild because she went into the
hospital in February 2002 and died that May.
The altar guild was really an eye opener for me. I had no idea what it entailed. The one thing I
learned right away was that the Altar Guild is a wonderful group of women of all ages, and
members loved me from the beginning. They also loved my mom and told me some very funny
stories about her. Because of my mom, everyone expected me to know everything the altar guild
does by osmosis. Well, I knew nothing. Linda Cater, who is now co-chair of the Altar Guild, was
talking in jiberish as far as I was concerned. But I faked it pretty well, I guess! I ran to Pearl, the lady
who worked for mom forever, and said, “OMG, they expect me to know how to wash and iron
linens and I have no idea what I’m doing.” Pearl showed me how my mom taught her to do it, and
no one ever questioned me.

Lisle’s mom, Jean Nunnally

I really love altar guild, because we work in teams, you only work once a month, and everybody pitches in to get done what
needs to be done for Sunday. We have an instruction book in the sacristy that tells you exactly how to set up for the
services, so you don’t have to think. At first I was so nervous, but I quickly learned there is no need to be nervous. The
vergers come behind you and check your set-up and the clergy are very forgiving. They know we are volunteers and do the
best we can and if you mess up (and you will), they know how to sail through the service. You can pick which services are
convenient for you. And getting to know the various worship ministers (Altar Guild, Vergers, Clergy, Lectors, Acolytes, and
more) can enrich your own worship experience. Come try it out, you might like it! New members of any age are welcome!
Contact me at lnwaits@hotmail.com or Linda Cater at 23stillhouse@msn.com.

SAINT ANNE’S CHURCH
FALL WOMEN'S DINNER
AN EVENING WITH OLD AND NEW FRIENDS
HOSTED BY EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2019
6:00PM
All women of the parish are invited to a fabulous evening.

A social time followed by a catered dinner
Music with Dr. Joyce Schemanske and soloist Eliza Fleming
Door prizes
Our speaker for the evening is public theologian and community activist Rev. Kim Jackson,
Assisting Priest at Holy Cross Church in Decatur.
Your invitation will arrive via email in September.
Questions: saintannesecw@gmail.com or Catherine Haining, cdhaining@hotmail.com, 404-355-0900
5

