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Christian Education

Join us to worship, learn, and serve in Jesus’ name,
and to be equipped for your journey of life.

9:15am Sunday
All Ages—Various Locations
Sept—May

Pastoral Care

For communion to
the homebound
and pastoral visits, contact
the Parish Office to seek
a clergy person
404.237.5589

by The Very Reverend Licia Affer
In this month’s newsletter, we explore a subject with the potential to make us fume,
gloat, or break out in a cold sweat: money. According to recent studies, money is the
number one issue married couples fight about and money fights are the second leading
cause of divorce, behind infidelity. And if you, like me, have a teenager in the house, you
know all about tailoring conversations with our children about saving, spending, and giving.

Office Hours
9a—4p
Monday-Friday

by Bettie Banks, Parishioner and Member of Community of Hope International
Listening with compassion sounds like such a simple task. After all, everyone knows what
that means, or do they? When asked, people give all sorts of fascinating answers, all of which
sound grand and eloquent, but when broken down into specific steps don’t seem to go anywhere. The truth of the matter is that listening with compassion is a supremely difficult task
that takes lots and lots of work. That is why those of us in the Community of Hope
International (COHI) are still working on it.
Our brains are wired to listen to someone for approximately 20 seconds or until we believe we have the gist of
what it is they are saying. If they speak for too long, we simply tune them out, but essentially, after 20 seconds or
so, we zip off to our frontal lobes and begin our rebuttals, differences of opinion, or possibly agreement. We
never or rarely stop to affirm what we have heard the other say in order to make certain we are on the same
page, but just barge on down our own chosen path. There are times we simply interrupt the speaker as the
pressure inside to speak becomes too great to contain, and there are times we just ignore the speaker and say
something on an entirely different subject to someone else. We just wipe the former speaker off the face of the
earth to get to whatever it is we are so eager to say. There are also times we would swear we were listening, but
in truth, we’re inside ourselves thinking. We are not meaning to be inattentive; we just are.
So, what is compassionate listening? In a nutshell, it is focusing on every word the other is saying, checking out
that what you heard was accurate, allowing yourself to feel whatever you do feel and think whatever you do
think, and then, formulating a response. It’s made simpler if the speaker is concise, says what s/he meant to say,
and doesn’t wander all over the place. However, that is rare, although by the time you have tried to repeat the
gist of a lengthy speech, often the other will learn over time. So nice when that happens.
The goal of compassionate listening is for the other to feel down to her very bones that you’ve “got her.” You
know her or him through and through and are with him or her in the deepest sense of that word. We all know
what that feels like, or at least I hope everyone has someone who knows them on that level. It is a wonderful
feeling. It is a wonderful gift. That’s why we are still working on it in COHI and may be for a long time to come.
Pray for us as we struggle.
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Jesus doesn’t seem to have a problem with money except as a possible “gateway to sin.” He warns that
when it becomes predominant in our lives, money leads us to all kinds of trouble: envy, violence, and
broken relationships. He recommends that we hold money lightly: Give to everyone who begs from you,
and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. (Matt 5:42) And that there is nothing wrong with
desiring a job that pays decent wages, but that we shouldn’t compare our situation with others: Do not
extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages. (Luke 3:14)
Also, He cautions against financial excess, and recommends that we are aware of what is enough, of the
difference between wants and needs: Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also. (Matt 6:19-21) Money is not meant to be our ultimate goal: it is a gift of
God’s grace and an instrument for holy work.
We are stewards. A steward is a person who is entrusted with the care of an owner’s
or a master’s property; someone who is delegated responsibility to act on behalf of
the master’s interests. In ancient Greece, the oikon’omos was the household
manager who handled the finances for the owner and managed the household. The
notion of caring for the household of God is woven throughout Scripture: Adam and
Eve are entrusted with the stewardship of the resources in the garden; Joseph,
steward at the court of Pharaoh, is empowered with the gifts needed to protect
Egypt from famine, thus fostering God’s plan of salvation for the people of Israel.
Moses too was a steward in charge of the household of God: Israel. The role in
full of authority and responsibility. An effective steward needs to be creative, to
show initiative in order to be effective. A steward is an entrepreneur who uses
wisely the resources entrusted to her and is always accountable to the master.
In the month of October, for your time of study, I invite you to explore everything Jesus has to say about
money. You can try a simple Google search or delve into a good book on the subject, like Walter
Brueggemann’s Money and Possessions in the Interpretation series.
Enjoy,

by The Reverend Canon Suzanne M. Culhane
The Feast of the Epiphany: Matthew 2:1-12
Giving is an act of worship. In fact it was the very first act of worship. On that inaugural Feast of the
Epiphany, the wise men were filled with overwhelming joy at finding the Christ child. They fell down on
their faces and knees, recognizing Him as King and Savior. And presenting to Him the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Over time all sorts of symbolic meaning has been attached to these three gifts. Gold indicated royalty
and recognized the Christ child as the newborn king – a king for every nation who would draw people together. Frankincense, a type of
incense, was burned in houses of worship as an offering intended to please God. This gift recognized
the divinity of Jesus. And myrrh was an embalming spice, an ointment used to prepare bodies for burial. This gift recognized the human nature of Christ and foretold of his suffering and death.
But there is another important element to these three iconic gifts. Scholars also point out that gold, frankincense, and
myrrh were tools of the Magi’s trade – they were items that these wise men would have had sitting around in their offices.
Myrrh-ink in particular was of daily use in writing down magical charms and their foretellings. The wise men brought to
Jesus, as gifts, products of their own countries and labor. Their gifts were directly related to their own everyday work.
They brought what they had – not what they didn’t have. Have you ever toyed with this question of what gift you would
bring to the Christ child? What could ever be good enough? The Epiphany story teaches us that we are called to bring ourselves to God. Our very own treasures and talents. True worship indeed!
The Rev. Canon Suzanne M. Culhane serves as Canon for Stewardship in the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, supporting
133 parishes and seven mission organizations in funding Gospel ministry. She has worked in stewardship and fundraising
ministry for more than twenty years, with expertise in counseling religious and social service organizations. Over the course
of her career she has assisted more than 150 parishes and organizations in raising over $110M for mission and programs.
Her expertise includes annual giving, major gifts, capital campaigns, leadership development, and planning processes. Cn.
Suzanne frequently leads workshops and retreats in addition to leadership coaching around stewardship and fundraising,
and regularly teaches at the Mercer School of Theology. She holds an M.Div. from Episcopal Divinity School and a B.S. in
Economics from Siena College. She is a native New Yorker and a lifelong Episcopalian. Suzanne has studied classical ballet
and systematic yoga for decades and is currently enrolled in the ParaYoga Master Training Program. She passionately believes that giving is an act of worship and delights in building God’s Kingdom through transformational stewardship.

by Pat Plomgren, Parishioner
For anyone who is downsizing or even thinking about it, I have a few suggestions. We all love the things
we have accumulated, but there comes a time to share these. Wouldn't you love to share some of those
silver pieces like bowls and trays etc. that you never use and hate to polish? How about the furniture,
electronics, and all the other stuff? Several parishioners have found a welcome home for desks,
computers, coffee makers, and more at St. Anne’s! If you have items you think St. Anne’s might be able
to use, be sure to check with staff to confirm that the church can use them and has space to store them.
If so, your gifts might be the source of meaningful savings for our church! If St. Anne’s can’t use your gifts, try the
Cathedral Thrift Shop, Goodwill, or the Habitat Store – all great places for your donations.
The Cathedral Thrift Shop on Piedmont Rd. is a ministry run by all volunteers from The Cathedral of St. Philip. Each year the
proceeds are donated to a charity they choose, such as Emmaus House. This year the proceeds are going to Respite Care
Atlanta. The volunteers go out of their way to help men and women dress for job interviews and special occasions like
proms and weddings. Goodwill and Habitat have always been so thankful for donations. Some of these even pick up.
I urge you all to take this opportunity to share with others. It's a great feeling doing this for yourself and others.
Remember, you can't take it with you!!
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HERE TO SERVE YOU

by William Bost, Stewardship Team Member
by Peter Almond, Finance Committee Chair
Since our family joined St Anne’s 8 years ago, we’ve been impressed with the sense of community
throughout the church. After getting settled in the church as a member, I started to look for ways to
give back, as any community is only as good as the people who put in the time to give it an identity.
When I was asked to consider joining the finance committee, I jumped at it. As I near 5 years on the
committee, it has been incredibly rewarding to me to be part of the changes and growth that have
occurred at St. Anne’s during this time. By giving my time, I have deepened personal relationships with other church
members while also developing a deeper understanding of what is important to the parish and how the vestry and
staff work to address those needs in the best possible way. I see on a regular basis how important it is that people give
their treasure to support the basic needs of the church as well as the many growth projects going on at St Anne’s. But
none of this happens without people also giving their time, and giving my time has provided the best return for me. If
anyone is interested in sharing in this experience as their way to give back to the community, feel free to reach out to
me at 917.287.9948 or pcalmond@yahoo.com

As a community of faith, we are bound by a covenant of trust that makes the Vestry responsible for how our
money is spent. In order to ensure transparency of conduct, St. Anne’s financial statements are posted monthly
on the Vestry Board in the parish hall and there’s a weekly “Generosity Report” in the B’Anne’R that discloses
pledges and plate gifts. Three times a year our Wardens, the Chair of the Finance Committee, and the Treasurer
hold an open forum where anyone can ask for clarifications and give input and feedback on all money-related
decisions. If you ever have questions about how funds are spent at and by St. Anne’s, feel free to contact Peter
(contact info above) or Mike Dunlap, Treasurer, at 404.536.7505.

ADULT FORUM:
Oct. 13 Legacy Giving: Part 2, led by the Stewardship Team
Oct. 20 Urban Recipe Forum, led by Jeremy Lewis,
Coordinator of Urban Recipe in Atlanta
Oct. 27 Vestry/Finance Update, led by Peter Fleming,
Treasurer; Marla Moore, Senior Warden; and
Rev. Licia
Nov. 3 What and where is the Kingdom of God? Part 1
(Mark and Matthew) led by Rev. Licia and Rev. Tim

I have been a member of the Stewardship Team for several
years, and have found it to be a rewarding way to contribute to
the Church. In serving on the Stewardship Team, I have learned a
lot about stewardship and the giving of one’s time, talent, and
treasure to the Church. I have been asked to write an article
about financial giving or the “treasure” component of stewardship.
When I first joined the Stewardship Team, I viewed financial giving to the Church as being a
parishioner responsibility. We should give to the Church because the Church supports us in
our lives, and by giving financially we help the Church pay its bills and carry out its missions.
While there is nothing wrong with giving to the Church for this reason, I have come to realize
through my time on the Stewardship Team that this view of financial giving is incomplete.
There is more to financial giving than just observing a responsibility to support the Church.
There is a spiritual aspect to financial giving which is centered on the belief that everything we
have, all of our talents and treasure, come from God, and we give to the Church in
thanksgiving for all that God has bestowed upon us. When we give, we recognize that
without God we have nothing, and we trust in God that the “treasure” we give to the Church
will serve a greater purpose. When we give with this in mind, financial giving becomes more
than supporting the Church to help it carry out its missions. It becomes a spiritual act, and it
strengthens our relationship with God.

Bret Schiller is a member of St. Anne’s Vestry
Q: Why do you give? To the Church in general, to the Episcopal Church, to
whatever other charity you support, to St. Anne’s.
A: I give to the Church in general because as an institution, it is the organized
way in which “The Way” of Jesus is ushered into the world. It’s a human institution so it has its
flaws and history, but it has been the best way to-date for followers of Jesus to come together
to worship, become formed in Christ’s image, and (hopefully) make the world a better place. I
give to the Episcopal Church specifically because it’s the best denomination (wink). Other than
the church, I mostly give to children-focused charities like Agape and CHOA (Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta).
Q: Why do you serve? At St. Anne’s, in your community, in your specific ministries.
A: I serve at St. Anne’s because I love this church and its community. Outside of the Vestry, I'm
most interested in adult and youth formation and education, and serve on committees that
further those ministries.

Tel.: 404.237.5589
Hours: 9am-4pm, M-F

Rector
The Very Rev. Licia Affer
laffer@saintannes.com

Vestry
Marla Moore, Senior Warden
Chris Montgomery,
Junior Warden
Michael Dunlap, Treasurer
Peter Almond, Finance Chair
Class of 2019
Richard Childers
Janice Howell
Nan Hunter
Chris Montgomery
Class of 2020
RJ Briscione
Marla Moore
Bret Schiller
Nancy Skinner
Class of 2021
Judith Brown
Jeffrey Collins
Dick Haining
Leah Tennille

Clergy
The Rev. Tim Meyers,
Associate Rector
tmeyers@saintannes.com

Staff
Laura Calvert
Financial AdminIstrator
lcalvert@saintannes.com
Patrick Cobb
Facilities Manager
pcobb@saintannes.com
Lee Cousins
Sexton
Scott Miller
Parish Administrator
smiller@saintannes.com
Dr. Joyce Schemanske
Director of Music
jschemanske@saintannes.com

Our youth engage in a variety of ways at St. Anne’s, including participating in outreach efforts like the Great Sleep Out for
Covenant House and working to make “Trunk or Treat” an exciting event for families. Trunk or Treat this year will be Oct.
27, 4 – 5:30 pm in the parking lot. Bring your family and enjoy the variety of decorated trunks and all the goodies!
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Tabitha Tobiassen
Director of Children’s & Youth
Ministries
ttobiassen@saintannes.com
“ . . . serve one another humbly in
love.” Galatians 5:15

Here are some thoughts on stewardship and outreach
from St. Anne’s parishioners who are involved in the work:

by Amber Almond,
Mission & Outreach Team Leader
Our family considers all aspects of
Stewardship when we give, and we hope
to share a balance of time, talent, and
treasure during the different phases of our lives. I feel that it
is both a responsibility and a gift to share the time and talent
that I have with others through service. I enter into outreach
expecting to learn from others and their experiences, with
the hope that we each come out better in some way from the
time we have spent together.

It is so exciting to see just how much success and
confidence the Agape children enjoy as they work with
the volunteers each week. My time with Xavier and Alan
is such a gift to me.
– Ruthanna Bost

As a parent, I hope to model the importance of giving and
developing relationships with our girls. I hope they each feel
they have something to offer to others and that they are capable of making small, meaningful contributions to the community. I also think that we each need to spend time with
people who experience different ways of life and viewpoints
than our own. Hopefully it helps us all develop a sense of
empathy for the people around us.

I serve as an expression of my Christian faith and my
desire to be someone who leaves more in the community
than she takes. I'm afraid the biggest reason may be
more selfish. I get far more from my experiences in
"serving" than I ever give.
– Judith Brown

When we go as a group to Church of the Common Ground,
Agape, and Holy Comforter, I am inspired by the way we seek
and serve Christ in others. Offering financial support to the
Charles Christian Tuller House, The Absalom Jones Center for
Racial Healing, and the Episcopal Relief Fund allows us to
support missions where we can’t always be present or
hands-on in our work. It is a challenge and an honor to think
about the ways that the St. Anne’s community can be better
stewards of our time, talent, and treasure in the community
and in the world.

Tutoring with
Agape students

We are very proud to work in the community through the
church. Because our church embraces the concerns and
joys of the world, for us it brings a reality into worship.
We all have so many gifts and talents to share. We also
all have demands that occupy much of our time, but
reaching further into the community, taking a few risks, is
a meaningful connection for us personally and also brings
our wonderful church out to others all over the world.
– Jane and Jim Sibley
Giving to others helps me connect with my community
and bonds me to others who choose to serve and share
those values. The feeling that I get when I am able to help
another person truly makes me happy. It also reminds me
to be grateful for what I have and to be empathetic to
what others are experiencing. My children also inspire me
because I want them to participate in giving of their time
and talent too, to teach them that there is a much bigger
world beyond what they see every day and that they can
make a contribution to that world, even when they are
small.
– Christin Sanchez
I am called in my Baptismal vows to seek and serve Christ
in all persons, loving my neighbor as myself. Christ tells us
that we should serve those less fortunate and in doing so I
find the face of Jesus.

Making sandwiches for a Church of
the Common Ground visit

The goal of stewardship is to give our treasures back to God as He is the reason we have treasures. Also,
God gives, so that God can use our gifts to transform us spiritually and to reach out to others with Christ’s
transforming love. My personal goals with stewardship have been progressing for many years. When I
first started attending St. Anne’s as a youngster right out of college I was excited to put $5.00 in the
offering plate. Trust me, at 22 it was all I had! As I have grown in my faith and matured
into adulthood it is an honor for me to give to God and let His work be done as well as
TRUST in God that His work will be done. My relationship has grown through giving,
which makes the statement “it is better to give than receive” all too true. I get an
excited feeling that is difficult to express in words each time I give to God as I know it
helps His will and work be done. Also, it is a small feeling of satisfaction knowing I am
giving back. I pray each week that my treasures and talents be used for spiritual
benefit. It is with great pleasure and privilege that over the last three years I have been
able to increase my giving – it is not by circumstance either – it is because God is workHeidi participated in the Young Professionals
ing in me and through me.
Sleep Out for Covenant House
in March of this year.

Leading the Mission and Outreach Committee has given me
the opportunity to connect my desire to serve with our
commitment to our parish to provide both financial and
hands-on support for work in the community.

At church of the
Common Ground

Jesus said that whatever we do for others (or “the least of
these”), we do for Him. Throughout the Old and New
Testaments, we are asked to treat others, and especially
those in need, with kindness and love. When I serve
others, whether they are adults experiencing homelessness, children in our parish, or other people, I feel like I am
honoring God by helping those people. I also usually enjoy
it!
– Katherine Mitchell

by Heidi Swygert, Parishioner
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You are invited to
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church Women’s Fall Dinner
AN EVENING WITH OLD AND NEW FRIENDS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2019
6:00PM
6 pm social time followed by a catered dinner
Music with Dr. Joyce Schemanske and soloist Eliza Fleming
From Audacious to Courageous: the Faithful Women who Inspire Us
with public theologian and community activist The Rev. Kim Jackson,
Interim Vicar of the Church of the Common Ground
RSVP to Catherine Haining, cdhaining@hotmail.com, or 404-355-0900

E-mail Scott Miller
smiller@saintannes.com
or call 404.237.5589
If you do not want us to use your photo or
information in communications, please email Scott
Miller at the address above.

Send in full or “actual” size for best reproduction.
Include the date of the picture, the activity/event,
names of people pictured. Note: we will not publish names of children in pictures without permission.
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