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Worship Schedule
Sunday

10:30am Ante-Communion
https://www.facebook.com/
SaintAnnesATL/

Wednesday

11:00am Bible Study followed by
Noonday Prayer, On Zoom
tmeyers@saintannes.com for login
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Join us to worship, learn, and serve in Jesus’ name,
and to be equipped for your journey of life.

Every evening

7:00 pm Compline
https://www.facebook.com/
SaintAnnesATL/

Christian Education
9:00 am Sunday & more
All Ages—ONLINE
Details:
https://www.saintannes.com/
saintanneshome/

Pastoral Care

For communion to
the homebound
and pastoral visits, contact
the Parish Office to seek
a clergy person
404.237.5589

Over the past six months, things have not gone the way that any of us planned. The
pandemic turned life as we know it upside down and disrupted many of the things that
we cherish and hold close to our hearts. Covid-19 shut down schools, places of
worship, and businesses. At times, parishioners at St. Anne’s, clergy colleagues, and
even my extended family members asked me, “where is God in the midst of all of this
chaos caused by a virus?” A fair and reasonable question that I know I have asked, and I
know countless others have asked, perhaps even asked God directly. While I’m not
here to answer this question now, I want to invite us to think about the road ahead like
Rev. Tim Meyers, the Israelites experienced God and God’s presence after God liberated them from
Associate Rector enslavement in Egypt.

By Ruthanna Bost, Parishioner
Amber Almond, Nancy Brown, Winnie Pannell, Ethel Wright, Judy Stewart, Ruthanna Bost, Agape
CEO Nell Benn, and Agape counselors and social worker met with members of the Episcopal
Community Foundation for Middle and North Georgia (ECF) to discuss the possibility of a grant to
fund the purchase of a Social and Emotional Learning Curriculum to serve the Agape students.
In late February Agape received this grant of $10,000. ECF was impressed with the meaningful partnership that Agape and
St. Anne's have forged. ECF wrote that they hope our partnership will continue to not only support the Agape Youth and
Family Center but provide a meaningful outreach opportunity for the parish.








Over the summer St. Anne’s members were generous in making it possible for thirty Agape students to receive backpacks. Volunteers met outdoors with students and their families for pizza, students enjoyed Agape camps virtually,
and parishioner Charlie Christopher and others helped deliver many lunch to-go boxes to each family’s doorstep.
Agape has made sure that their students have the technology devices and Wifi needed to stay connected to school
and Agape while they are at home this semester. Even the kindergartners are logged in!
Agape campers loved receiving video submissions from volunteers over the summer. The students have a wide
range of interests so there is really no shortage of projects and content they would enjoy. You can contact Bridget
Sivewright at bsivewright@agapeatlanta.org if you would like to create a video for the students.
The Acts Bible Study Group plans to provide dinners for the children and their siblings. Some of us will help load
them on to Agape buses and deliver them door-to-door.

You can contact Bridget Sivewright at bsivewright@agapeatlanta.org if you would like to provide meals or help the staff
prepare dinners between 11:30 am and 2:00 pm in the Agape kitchen.
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With only the promise to follow Moses into an unknown land full of “milk and honey,” the Israelites did not
have much on which to rely. Their way of life, even though God liberated them from their previous lives in
Egyptian captivity, was full of uncertainty, anxiety, and without a clear purpose in the desert that awaited
them. Life was undoubtedly new, and things had to be done differently along the way to the Promised
Land. The only sure things in their lives were that God was with them every step of their wandering
journey and that they had a community with and among each other. We are no different from the
Israelites. Our current circumstances in the age of Covid-19 are no different. Even though life is not the
way we want it to be, we are still in the presence of God and with each other.
We have learned to live with new circumstances, made lifestyle adjustments whether we like them or not,
and have adapted to changes that we never thought we would have to. God is still present, God is still
with us, God is still active in our lives, and the St. Anne’s Community is still the St. Anne’s Community. We
may have to continue doing things differently, but it does not mean that God and God’s community have
disappeared. This time of change might be a time for us to discover or rediscover God in a whole new way.
But the one thing for sure is God, who said to Moses before God sent him to liberate the Israelites, “I AM
WHO I AM.”
With new adaptations to our faith community – including worship, formation, outreach, children’s and
youth ministries – that are certain to keep happening as we head into the fall, let’s look for God’s presence
among us and hold tight to the community which God has given to us. Let’s see what possibilities lie ahead
on the uncertain road we face. Let’s pray that God continues to show us God’s way as we continue to live
with Covid-19. The Israelites encountered the same God as they began their journey, and the same God
was with them when they arrived in the Promised Land. We have encountered God, and will continue to
encounter God, as we remain on our current paths with God and each other. Be on the lookout for God
and God’s presence, and you might be surprised by what you learn about yourself and your relationship
with God and the St. Anne’s Community.

HERE TO SERVE YOU

by Ethel Wright, Parishioner

Tel.: 404.237.5589
Hours: 9am-4pm, M-F

Senior warden
by Dr. Joyce Schemanske, Music Director
When word started to spread at the beginning of the pandemic that some
of the super spreader events were taking place in choir rehearsals and
churches, no one was more upset than the choral directors. We had all heard of the choir
rehearsal in Mt. Vernon, WA, where 52 of the 61 singers became ill and 2 died. Closer to
home, we learned of the many people who fell ill after attending a tribute for the departing
music minister at the Church at Liberty Square in Cartersville. What were we to do? Should
we just stop singing or continue to sing as usual and put our choir members’ lives at risk?
To find the answers, two studies were commissioned by a coalition of over 125 performing arts
organizations, including the American Choral Directors Association (www.acda.org) and the
National Association of Teachers of Singing (www.nats.org). One is being done at the University of Colorado and the other at Colorado State University, which has a simulated environmental unit (SET) that was constructed specifically to study human aerosol emissions. Many
people wonder why singing is so much riskier than coughing or even shouting. “Science suggests that the physical act of singing creates more aerosolized droplets than any other form
of vocalizing. Aerosolized droplets can travel farther and remain in the air longer than droplets created by breathing or speaking. When singing with good breath support, small airways
in the lungs close, then reopen during deep inhalation, releasing increased droplets to be
emitted during singing. Deep breathing also facilitates airborne droplets entering deep into
the lungs, rather than only into the nose and pharynx.” (www.ncbi.nlm.)
Preliminary results from the phase 2 trials of the studies
were released in mid-August and made recommendations as to distances, good ventilation, air filtration,
contact time and masking. Outdoor open-air rehearsals
are safest, with singers standing 6 feet apart on all sides
and all facing in the same direction. Rehearsals should
be no longer than 30 minutes and the area should be
vacated for 30 minutes to let the aerosols disperse
before being used by another group.

Marla Moore
Marla.S.Moore@gmail.com

Vestry
Marla Moore, Senior Warden
Nancy Skinner
Junior Warden
Michael Dunlap, Treasurer
Peter Almond, Finance Chair
Class of 2020
RJ Briscione
Marla Moore
Bret Schiller
Nancy Skinner
Class of 2021
Judith Brown
Jeffrey Collins
Dick Haining
Leah Tennille
Class of 2022
Mike Ecker
Chase Long
Irene Pedersen
Heidi Swygert

Clergy
The Rev. Tim Meyers,
Associate Rector
tmeyers@saintannes.com
Deacon Debra Aring
daring@saintannes.com

Staff

To insure the safety of their singers,
many choral directors are basing their
plans on the results of scientific
aerosol studies.

The same restrictions apply to the use of tents, which
should have high roofs and be open on all sides. Indoor
spaces are the least desirable and need to have at least
three complete HVAC changes with the use of HEPA filters before another group enters. The
safe distance for a director or altar party to stand in front of the singers is still being studied.
A 16 foot minimum has been suggested and the use of plexiglass shields has also been
recommended but the results are not currently available.
The use of masks is necessary but this has led to a whole study on its own. Face shields are not
useful because the aerosols gather at the edges, and the mask has to be tight enough to
control emissions but still allow the singers to breathe. The study is ongoing.
For further information on the studies, please go to www.acda.org or www.nats.org and click
on the COVID-19 links. These organizations are to be commended for all they are doing to
help us sing safely!
2

Patrick Cobb
Facilities Manager
pcobb@saintannes.com
Lee Cousins
Sexton
Scott Miller
Parish Administrator
smiller@saintannes.com
Holly Raindrop
Financial AdminIstrator
hraindrop@saintannes.com
Dr. Joyce Schemanske
Director of Music
jschemanske@saintannes.com
Tabitha Tobiassen
Director of Children’s & Youth
Ministries
ttobiassen@saintannes.com
Lisle Waits
Office Assistant
lwaits@saintannes.com

Ethel, wrapped in a
shawl knitted by
Reynolds McClatchey, a
very experienced knitter.

Members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry have continued to meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
from 7:00 to 8:00 pm via Zoom during these last months. We gather to check in, catch up, and to
knit or crochet. We also have time to knit at home, on car trips or in Zoom meetings. Knitting is a
special form of spiritual meditation for many, or relaxation. Our shawls are blessed at a church
service and then clergy and pastoral care team members take them to people in need of comfort –
perhaps suffering loss, recovering from surgery, or experiencing some other troubling event. We
look forward to being together in person in the future, meanwhile our time together is good for us
and productive. We welcome new women and men to our group for fellowship and gifts to the
community. Contact me for details at ethel.wright@mindspring.com, 404.317.6566.

“Thanks for the prayer shawl and for caring. It seems to be working because I
feel better each day.”
“Thank you so much for my beautiful shawl – I will always cherish it. The minute
I saw the colors the knitter chose it reminded me of the earth and sky! Perfect!
Thank you one and all for all the joy you have spread with your beautiful hand
work and love!”
“Slept with the blanket last night and have it around my shoulders with sun
pouring in. Loved reading about the quilt and loved you for thinking of me.”
“This is the first note I have had the strength to write but I wanted to thank you
first and foremost for the beautiful and thoughtful prayer shawl. At the time
when things were a little unsure and frightening, the shawl was literally a
safety blanket that gave me great comfort.”
“Never have I been so touched by a gift. The prayer shawl comes at a time when one is emotional and vulnerable, and to
feel enveloped in God’s love, the love of the hands who knitted my shawl and the whole parish means the world. Thanks
for thinking of me.”

Sometimes their dogs join in as members
meet, knit, & crochet.

“ . . . serve one another humbly in
love.” Galatians 5:15
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by Kristin Watts, Director of St. Anne’s Day School

by Anna Benifield, parishioner and
Georgia Master Naturalist | Certified Interpretive Guide

When I was asked to write this update from the Day School about how the year is going and what is
driving our success thus far, I was happy to have the opportunity to share what I have witnessed over
these past weeks.
We are fortunate to already be blessed with relatively small class sizes, large classrooms, and outdoor space. As a Reggio-inspired school, the environment is a crucial piece of the way that we work
with children. Due to our community’s current health situation, we are spending as much time as possible outside. All
adults and children ages two years and older are wearing face coverings whenever we are inside and outside, unable to
socially distance. We have increased cleaning and reduced the sharing of materials. The large playground has been
divided into sections, so that our classes do not mix while on the playground. The small playground equipment is sanitized
between groups of children. Our families are taking increased responsibility for keeping sick children home.

Natalie & Anna

Lately, my mind has been on butterflies. This summer, with cancelled concerts, delayed travel
plans, and a pause on summer sports – my family and I stayed home. We slowed down. And like
quite a few others, we spent our days outside. Summertime is peak butterfly season in Georgia,
and hardly a sunny day went by when we didn’t spot one. We even began to learn their names –
Eastern Tiger Swallowtails, Painted Ladies, Spring Azures, and Clouded Sulphurs became regular
visitors.

But as Fall approaches, butterfly season goes out with a bang. The Monarchs are about to
make their way through Georgia on their great migration to the ancient forests northwest of
Mexico City. From August to November, Monarch Butterflies make a 3,000-mile journey
south, stopping only for sips of nectar and sleep. If you have ever seen a butterfly up close,
you may be struck with how fragile they seem. The fact that these delicate creatures make
this journey feels like a miracle. On their way they will encounter wind, pesticides, helicopter
blades, and hurricanes. But garden sanctuaries and quiet forests provide places to rest,
regain energy, and find comfort. Without these places of refuge – these sanctuaries – the
journey would seem impossible.
I like to think in metaphors. They bridge the strange and unfamiliar with the familiar. And
now I find myself in the unfamiliar territory of a global pandemic – a territory that is hard to
navigate and impossible to control. At times I feel alone, wandering in the wilderness – much like a butterfly
weighing less than an ounce with a 3,000-mile journey to make. And like the Monarchs, humans are both resilient and
fragile. We too need places of refuge where we can find comfort.

I am in awe of the grace and flexibility our educators have shown, as we are all taking on responsibilities that we did not
necessarily anticipate. At the core of that is an overwhelming love for our children. Even in the midst of many protocols
and wearing masks, the love our educators feel for our children is an absolutely beautiful thing to watch and feel. It is
clear in their planning and organizing of experiences and spaces, the way that they interact with the children, and their
constant care and concern for our children’s physical and emotional well-being. As a result, even though it may look a
little bit different, we have seen St. Anne’s Day School continue to be a place filled with joy and love for children.

But out here in the wilderness is where we can find God – our refuge. It was in the wilderness that
God spoke to Moses and to the Israelites. And sometimes, in the wilderness is where God speaks
most clearly. At more than six months into this pandemic, we may still have a long journey in front
of us. But we need to remember that we are not alone. God is with us. Just like a garden refuge to
the butterflies, God’s love can comfort and refuel us. A refuge that can make a seemingly
impossible journey possible.
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God
goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. – Deuteronomy 31:6

O God, you have taught us through your blessed Son
that whoever receives a little child in the name of
Christ receives Christ himself: We give you thanks for
the blessing you have bestowed upon the McGinnis
family in giving them this child. Confirm their joy by
a lively sense of your presence with them, and give
them calm strength and patient wisdom as they seek
to bring William Wesley to love all that is true and
noble, just and pure, lovable and gracious, excellent
and admirable, following the example of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Thank you to the many people who participated in
providing food for Holy Comforter! Lee Miller shared
these pictures of the food collected on just one Saturday
in September.
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by Tabi Tobiassen, Director of Children’s & Youth Ministries
I began my second program year at St. Anne’s in September of 2019 and boy was I prepared. I
spent my first year trying new things and navigating the ups and downs of children’s and
youth ministry. I learned so much. I spent the summer of 2019 writing curricula, making
calendars, setting up Sunday School schedules, and remodeling our downstairs youth room. I
was ready! What I didn’t plan for was a global pandemic. I am sure I am not alone in this. We
were all blindsided by this and continue to be by the effects of it. So I did a pretty OK job my
first year in “normal” children’s and youth ministry, but what does this all look like during the time of Covid-19? Well,
we are all in the wilderness. Many of my peers across the diocese and the national church have been leaning heavily
on each other as we figure out things like “Virtual Youth Group” and “Virtual Sunday School.” Knowing our
communities need us now more than they ever have, how do we create that same connection while staying safe and
following social distancing guidelines put out by Bishops?

In Children’s Ministries we turned our Sunday School and Children’s Chapel
into a Sunday morning “Mr. Roger’s”-feel children’s show. We do it live on
Facebook so we can all meet together and be in community, but we also keep
the video up so families can also watch it on their own time. We know
parents are struggling with online learning and their own jobs. Our children’s
team has really tried to help families easily bring church into the home,
providing resources and doing regular personal check-ins. We are in support
mode. If there is any way we can support you during this time please let us
know.
In Youth Ministries we have moved our in-person meetings to Zoom. We also
When they can’t gather with you, take
put our curriculum on the back burner. We knew our youth (especially our
the gifts to them: Tabi delivered gifts
graduating seniors) were losing so much and we didn’t want them to attend
to our graduating seniors.
yet another zoom meeting. So EYC was dedicated to supporting each other,
and played many games of “go find this in your house.” We continued to
meet all summer just to let youth know that we are here for them for whatever they need. We will continue this
model until we can meet again in person. EYC is always a place where you can come as you are, be in community and
have fun. We just do all that online now.

by Bill Bost, Stewardship
In Herb Miller’s work about Stewardship, New Consecration Sunday, Mr. Miller quotes a parishioner from another Church bearing personal witness to why that person believes in financial
stewardship:
“I believe in stewardship. Financial giving enables the Church to do what God calls it to do to
help people and to serve Christ, and financial stewardship helps individual Christians to grow
spiritually. So as we travel through the weeks leading up to our Consecration Sunday, let’s not
lose sight of why we are doing this. In so many ways it is a marvelous opportunity for each of us to grow spiritually
and by so doing help to grow God’s ministries in our congregation and our community . . . The goal of Christian
stewardship is the faithful management of all that God gives, so that God can use our gifts to transform us spiritually
and to reach out to others with Christ’s transforming love.”
New Consecration Sunday is a spiritually based Stewardship program founded on our need to give back to God from
all the blessings that He has bestowed upon us. In determining how much we will give for 2021, we must ask
ourselves the question “How much is God calling me to give?” This year Consecration Sunday will be November 1.
We will likely still be worshiping virtually. The Stewardship Team invites parishioners, after the 10:30 service on
November 1st (beginning at 11:30 am), to drive through the Saint Anne’s parking lot to be greeted by members of the
Stewardship Team to personally deposit their pledge cards at that time. We want the ingathering of pledge cards to
be a celebratory occasion, so the Team came up with the following:
“Honk, honk, and wave
For the New Consecration Motorcade.”
Between now and November 1st, please be prayerfully considering what percentage of your income God is calling
you to give.

One great thing about being in Children’s and Youth Ministries is that you are always encouraged to try new things and
learn from your failures. That has really been the only preparation I have needed for this time. We try. We learn. We
try again. We are all in this together.

Share pictures!

TO SUBMIT ARTICLEs

Wherever we get together – in person or virtually – the love is there.
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Send in full or “actual” size for best reproduction.
Include the date of the picture, the activity/event,
names of people pictured. Note: we will not publish
names of children in pictures without permission.

E-mail Scott Miller: smiller@saintannes.com
or call 404.237.5589
If you do not want us to use your photo or
information in communications, please email
Scott Miller.
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