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Of the Father’s love begotten
Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega,
He the Source, the Ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.
This ancient hymn reminds us that God is bound-less, dwelling in the evermore and evermore. Past, present, and future,
the constructs of chronological (Kronos) time, are where we humans live, and move, and have our being. God embraces
the creation from beyond time, or more accurately, in Kairos time - the Lord’s time. During the season
of Advent we are invited to ponder the intersection of Kronos and Kairos time, of eternity and finite
existence. An intersection made necessary because of two things: human frailty and God’s deep abiding love for the creation. Jesus is the incarnation of this intersection.
This is good news! Jesus does not shun human frailty; but became human to show us the love of the
Creator for the creation. In this miracle of God becoming Immanuel, one with us, one of us, we too
become bound-less creatures. In the intersection of Kronos and Kairos we find that we are no longer
constrained by chronological time and through Jesus we have a way to be eternally present with God.
The season of Advent is a gift of time. Four weeks of remembering and wondering about the arrival
of a newborn in a stable in Bethlehem. Four weeks to reflect on Jesus’ first coming as we wait for his
second coming. Four weeks of waiting and praying and preparing to celebrate his birth that ushers in
an unending reign of peace and love. Four weeks of hoping for a world that will embrace the peace
and love that Jesus brings. We are gifted with time to ponder how we are to help make his Reign a reality.
But the church’s invitation to contemplate Christ’s appearing is at odds with the world. The stores and malls are filled
with clamoring crowds. Advertisers continually remind us that there are a limited number of shopping days. There are
presents to wrap, cookies and cakes to be baked, parties to attend with friends and co-workers, and relatives to be visited.
The weeks pass quickly, and Christmas comes whether we are ready for it or not.
Waiting, expecting, anticipating, and longing – the themes of Advent – allow us to be still and enter Kairos time. I
know that I will soon become anxious as I ask myself - Have I purchased the right gifts? Did I buy enough gifts? Will I
have enough time to spend with family and friends? And the pressure mounts and Advent waiting is interrupted as the
world rushes to celebrate.
There is wisdom in practicing Advent waiting. For in our waiting, in our praying, and in our longing we discover anew
the hope and promise of Christmas – that God desires to be with us. This year make time to sit in anticipation of finding
a child in a manger, the Eternal One, who comes in flesh and blood. Find your place between the sheep and the shepherds who kneel at the intersection of our time and the evermore and evermore.
Oh, that birth forever blessed
When the Virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving,
Bare the Savior of our race,
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,
First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore.
Advent blessings,

Christmas Joy
The most wonderful time of the year – reminds me of the large family gatherings eating around the
table filled with laughter alongside grandparents, parents, aunts, and uncles who are sadly no longer
here, but oh the memories.
The smell of fresh greens on wreaths and Douglas Fir trees, the joy of the St. Anne’s Children’s
Pageant and the sheer excitement on the faces of children, the magic that the Altar and Flower Guilds
bring to our Holy space, the beautiful music of the choirs – primary, junior, youth, adult and bells
along with members of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, gifts purchased for the Giving Tree, onesies
and diapers donated for newborns at Grady, singing hymns at Lessons and Carols, the Lectors and
Intercessors, Ushers and Greeters, the Day School and Terrace, the Clergy and Staff, Newcomers and
Longtime members, and many committees.
Joy is one of the great blessings of Christmas. It shows in so many ways as evidenced above. It can
also be a time to reconnect with family and friends. It is a gift from God. Joy comes with the birth of
Jesus; God kept His word.
For the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for
all people. To you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke
2:10-11
What brings you joy this Christmas?
From our home to yours, Bob and I wish you much joy this Christmas season.
Irene Pedersen
Senior Warden

THANK YOU to everyone who fulfilled the Christmas wishes of an Agape
child or senior adult from the Giving Tree. Additionally, thank you to all
who donated money for the Walmart gift cards. We were able to collect
more than enough money to give each family a $100 Walmart gift card,
along with extra for the neediest. Merry Christmas!!
If you have questions, please email Molly Scott at molly@johnscott.net.

Finding Joy in Advent and Christmas
Throughout the past, the season of Advent had a penitential feel to it. Episcopal parishes often used
their Lenten violet and purple vestments and hangings during the season to remind people to reflect
and inwardly prepare for the birth of our Lord and Savior and the Second Coming of Christ. Some parishes still use Lenten colors to mark the season, while other churches, like St. Anne’s, use various shades
of blue, which symbolize hope and expectation. A clergy colleague of mine would often promote the
season of Advent as “a time to slow down and be quiet.” While many would argue about the different
ways we see and focus our attention during this expectant season, we can all find joy as well.
As the days get shorter and we start to feel the embrace of winter, there is also a sense of joy that permeates the weeks before Christmas. We get excited for several reasons, such as parties, gifts, family, adorable Christmas pageants, and holiday treats. We will also read on Sundays that joyful expectation that
many experienced and felt as they anticipated the birth of Jesus despite various harsh and challenging
situations and circumstances. Joyfulness colors the passages of scripture as we eagerly and enthusiastically wait for the Incarnation. As the apostle Paul reminds us, joy can be found in any situation or context when we have our eyes and hearts set on Christ and God’s presence among us. And let’s be honest,
we could certainly use more joy in our lives right now!
I hope this year’s Advent and Christmas seasons will give you more opportunities to find delight and
happiness as we return to the events and gatherings that we missed last year. We will have our regular
Sunday worship services with the lighting of the Advent wreath at both the 8:00 and 10:30 services. We
will celebrate and hear wonderful, joyful music and scriptures at the annual Lessons and Carols service
on Sunday, December 12 at 5:00 pm, followed by a lasagna dinner and the decorating of the tree in the
Parish Hall. Our annual Christmas pageant will return to the 4:00 pm service on Christmas Eve. The
large tree outside of the doors to the narthex will return this year. While we have things that will cause
us to feel sadness this Advent and Christmas, we have many things that will give us joy and remind us
of the people and things that matter most to us. May God makes us aware of our happiness and blessings as we turn our keen attention to our friend in Jesus, who always gives us joyful hope from the small
manager in the little town of Bethlehem.
The Rev. Tim Meyers
Associate Rector

Sunday, December 12
5 pm
Join us to sing the hymns of
Advent and the scripture
that prepares us for Christ’s
coming. Stay following the
service for a community
lasagna dinner in the Parish
Hall. We will decorate
the Christmas Tree and
sing carols.

TOGETHER AGAIN: ADVENT WREATH BUILD

children youth families: Building the Village
I began my time in youth ministry 21 years ago. As a youth, I had fallen in love with all of the
programs, retreats and events that were youth related. It was a time I felt comfortable being
my authentic self. Children and Youth events took me out of a
chaotic home and let me know that I am loved and deserving
of so much better. It was a surprise to no one that I continued,
becoming volunteer staff for many youth conferences and
events. Each time I left, I wondered to myself “Man if only I could
get paid to do this!” Fast forward to today and it it feels like my
dreams have come true.
In the last few years, I have discovered that Children and Youth
programs rely heavily on a dedicated volunteer base. When I
began my journey at St. Anne’s, I set an ambitious goal of gathering enough volunteers to create a rotation schedule. This way in a four-to-five-month period a
volunteer will only serve 3-4 times. It was a great system, until the pandemic. Like most things
during this time, the pandemic really took a toll on our volunteer
base. Understandable seeing as so many of our priorities needed
to shift to working and parenting from home. Thankfully, we have
a very flexible curriculum, and we were able to pivot to an online
Sunday School class. You can imagine that I was overjoyed when
we were able to get back in person again but our Sunday School
classes had to make some adjustments to support families and
volunteers who weren’t ready to be back in person. So, we combined ALL youth and children formation classes. While we have had
fewer families participating than we wanted, it was a good system.
We are in a much better place than we were three months ago. Children and Youth five years
old and up are now able to receive vaccinations against COVID-19 along with adults. Positivity
rates are also going down in our area, so we felt it was a safe time to bring our children and
youth programs back inside. As the holidays approach we are seeing an uptick in Sunday attendance which means the system we are currently using needs to change.
Now we are in a phase of rebuilding. If we can get 25 adults committing to 2-3 Sunday’s
beginning in January a volunteer would only be with a group of children or youth 3-4 times in
a five-month period. Leading a Sunday School class is not the only way you can give to these
programs. We also need EYC helpers on Sunday night. No matter the route you choose I can
tell you from personal experience how rewarding this work is. You are truly making a lasting
impression on these kids. Plus, and I may be biased, we have some of the greatest kids I have
ever worked with. Just ask any of our current or past volunteers. What you give to the program is far less than what you get in return. If you are interested in volunteering in any of the
areas just let me know. If you have any questions about our programs or what to expect in
2022, please feel free to reach out and chat with me.
													
								
Tabi
You can reach Tabi at the church: ttobiassen@saintannes.com | 404-237-5589 EXT: 143

Financial Update
St. Anne’s is in solid financial condition as evidenced by our Balance Sheet. As of October 31, Liquid Assets
(mostly cash) equaled $1.8 million and our Endowment had a balance of $1.1 million. We have a low debt level
at $188k.
This good fortune comes from multiple sources including two pandemic-related government grants, and
two significant gifts from parishioner’s estates over the past few years. More importantly, however, has been
our continued parish pledging and giving. Through the recent challenging times our giving has remained
steady overall, and some of you have increased your giving materially. Thank you.
Annual parish giving is our financial life-blood. It is what sustains us throughout and allows us to grow and
thrive.
Through October 31, our giving income equaled $775k or 84%
of our annual budget. This leaves us with a gap of $150k to close
by year-end. To that end please make it a priority to pay your
pledge over the coming weeks.
Also, as you know, we are in the middle of Stewardship for
2022. Our goal is to increase the number of families who pledge
and to also increase the total dollar amount of pledges. We are off to a great start and I am optimistic as the
energy and momentum in the parish is strong.
If you have pledged, thank you! If not, please prayerfully consider doing so soon. Bill Bost leads our Stewardship committee and they are doing a great job. Should you have any questions feel free to reach out to
them or any of our leadership including Clergy.
Again, thank you for you consideration. God Bless You and God Bless St. Anne’s.
Mike Dunlap
Treasurer

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
The St. Dorcas ECW Chapter will meet on Thursday, December 9, 10 A.M., at the home of Janet Good,
5225 Green Oak Ct., Atlanta. We will be preparing baby blankets for Coventry House followed
by a white elephant gift exchange. Come join the fun!

Purple, Blue, Rose or White – which candles
are appropriate for an Advent wreath?

During the long, dark days of winter pagans brought evergreen boughs
into their homes, preserving a remnant of green as the ground became
barren. Eventually, candles were added to the evergreens in increasing
numbers in anticipation of the return of the sun in the springtime.
Christians in Germany appropriated the use of evergreen wreaths in the
home for domestic devotions. Our advent practices today are tied to the
17th century Germanic practices of using four white candles indicating
the four weeks of Advent leading up to Christmas. Each week families
gathered for prayer and fellowship lighting successive candles to mark time. Advent wreathes were
rarely used in liturgical settings and it only became common to see them in church in the middle of
the 20th century.
In the 1950’s the season of Advent had a more penitential tone as the faithful prepared to celebrate the Nativity and purple candles were used to identify this motif. However, on the third
Sunday of Advent a rose colored candle was lit, and the Advent fasts were lightened. This third
Sunday is called Gaudete Sunday (Gaudete the Latin word for Rejoice, which was the first word of
the introit psalm appointed on that day).
With the 1979 Book of Common Prayer the season of Advent shifted from being penitential to be
a time of waiting and anticipation – of longing – for the birth of Jesus and blue candles, long used in
Salisbury Cathedral in England, replaced the purple and rose. Blue has been for many centuries the
color associated with Mary.
A white candle, called the Christ Candle, is sometimes added on Christmas day when the other
candles are removed. The Christ candle burns during the twelve days of Christmas as a proclamation to the world that the light of God has come in flesh and blood in Jesus. Some liturgists have
suggested that we return to using only white candles for the wreath. The choice is yours. The color
is not as important as the intentional practices of prayer and yearning that make us ready for the
arrival of the Christ child.
Buddy+

Parish Life Volunteer Opportunities!
Want to hear of opportunities to provide wonderful fellowship while getting to know your fellow parishioners? Be on the Parish Life Volunteers email list and hear of upcoming events and the volunteer work needed.
This might include cooking, decorating, organizing, leading, setting up, cleaning up, preparing, serving …
We would LOVE to have you join our team! If you are willing and able to volunteer, contact Nan Hunter by
email: nanshunter@gmail.com.
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Adult Formation in Advent
Advent Book Study and Discussion
Sunday mornings Dec. 5, 12, 19 in the Library
Have you ever wondered what

Episcopal 201: A discussion of

the Christmas stories are actually

Episcopal History, Theology,

telling us? Have you ever thought

and Practice

about why there are only two

Sundays at 9 a.m. in the Commons

accounts of the beginning of Jesus’

Room or on Zoom.

life in Matthew and Luke’s Gos-

Episcopal 201 is a deep dive into the

pels? As we begin the season of

Anglican way of embodying the

Advent, we will read about what

Christian faith. We will use the Rev.

the origins of Jesus’s birth narratives tell us about Christmas

Chris Yaw’s book, "Jesus was an Epis-

in the book “The First Christmas” by Marcus Borg and John

copalian (And you can be on too)" to

Dominic Crossan. We will meet in the library on Sunday

assist our discussion. The class runs

mornings to explore, debate, and wrestle with the nature

through December 19 and you are

of the infancy narratives in the Gospels. We will read and

welcome to come for as many classes

discuss part one on December 5, part two on December 12,

as you'd like.

and part three on December 19. We hope you will join us!
For more information, please contact Tim Meyers.

Look for the Zoom link in the weekly
banner or online.

